STATEMENT FROM THE YOUNG GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ON THE 2006 GENERAL DISCUSSION DAY “ON THE RIGHT OF THE CHILD TO BE HEARD”

The over two and a half million young people in 57 countries involved in the child-managed Young General Assembly would like to make three requests in hopes that more children will promote the right of the child to be heard by becoming activists for Child Participation. The Young General Assembly serves as a voice for people under the age of 18 in international affairs and brings United Nations goals alive in local communities through the projects designed at annual sessions. It supports the UN with Child Participation.

Our first request is that you adopt the practice of observing Hear the Children Day of Peace celebrated on September 21st, the existing International Day of Peace. Hear the Children Day of Peace is the only international day established by children themselves. The purpose of Hear the Children Day of Peace is for children and adults to sit down together to hear what children have to say about the situation where they live. Then, together, the children and adults work out a project plan that they will initiate together to bring about positive change. We urge you to set up a meeting with your school heads, the leader of your town or tribe, your parliamentarians and activate “Peace through Child Participation,” the theme of this year’s Hear the Children Day of Peace on Saturday, September 21st.

Our second request is that you encourage everyone you know to start using capital letters for the term “Child Participation.” The Convention on the Rights of the Child gives children the right to participate.  However, Convention states parties do not have a clear idea of what Child Participation is or how it can beneficially be employed. We urge you to start talking about Child Participation with capital letters and give decision-makers a clear idea of what it is. Join us in the campaign to capitalize the term “Child Participation” that is being launched on Hear the Children Day of Peace on September 21st this year.
Our third request is that you promote the Open Letter the Swiss National Parliament wrote in February 2005 to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, “to introduce the idea of a Parliamentary Assembly at the UN.” This proposal by one of the youngest member states in the United Nations would give civil society a formal voice in the United Nations, make the UN more democratic and allow the opening words of the Charter, “We, the peoples,”  to come alive instead of being merely words on paper. Just think!! If adults could have a civil society parliament inside the United Nations, then the door would be opened for children to have a children’s assembly so children could be heard on international issues. We are asking everyone to petition and advocate to your national government to stand behind the United Nations civil society parliament proposed by the Swiss National Parliament. Contact your parliamentarians and continue to periodically contact them until they bring the matter of support for the Swiss Proposal before your national parliament. If there is a national children’s parliament in your country, then get it to approve a resolution supporting the Swiss proposal and mention that a United Nations children’s parliament should be included in the civil society parliament at the UN. Go the Committee for a Democratic UN web site - http://www.uno-komitee.de- for the latest list of global supporters and more information.    
Child Participation is more than just speaking out. It begins with the right of the child to be heard, but extends further. Child Participation is the respectful involvement of people under the age of 18 in the discussion of issues, the determination of priorities, the creation of, as well as the implementation of, and the evaluation of plans and policies. We children want Child Participation to be understood and practiced as a respected part of daily life. We urge you to support our three requests: to observe Hear the Children Day of Peace September 21st, to campaign to clarify and capitalize the words “Child Participation,” and to advocate for the establishment of a civil society parliamentary body within the United Nations. Child Participation is a vital resource that can help to bring about the peaceful and sustainable world depicted in the United Nations Charter and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Thank you.

The Executive Committee of the Young General Assembly

Peaceways-Young General Assembly

1950 Sunset Drive

Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959, USA

Tel/fax: +1 608.524.4608

E Mail: peaceways@igc.org

