[image: image1.png]



Cairo 7 July 2008                  
            
Press release 
The World Bank, a partner in impossible development and impoverishment of farmers!
The inhabitants of Temma Island Village in Souhage governorate have been attempting since 14/3/2005 to construct a veterinary unit in the village for treatment of domestic animals and cattle, and despite the fact that decision number 107 has been issued by the local administration to attribute a piece of land to this project at the above mentioned date, and funds have been allocated with approval from ministries of irrigation and agriculture under the inhabitants demand. The funds have been approved within the financial plan of the World Bank in the governorate and the request was recommended by the local member of the people’ assembly. So far and since 2005, they inhabitants do not know why the project has not been completed.  

In spite of the urgent need for the unit and the spread diseases such as Foot and mouth disease and avian influenza, in addition to the increase in prices of meat and milk, and also despite the importance of domestic animals as a source of income and a tool for development of the local community, and the clear interest of such unit to the health conditions in the village, the local authorities refuse to hear such reasons, and the inhabitants have no idea about the reasons behind the cessation of their project?

The LCHR asks how is it possible to stop such a project under the declarations made by the government regarding development in Upper Egypt, where the electoral program of the president the head of the NDP has mentioned during the lections that priority shall be given to development projects and projects that aim to improve the living conditions in Upper Egypt, and despite this local authorities refuse to execute the project. Another odd fact is that the project has be listed on the plan of the World Bank for financing and the people do not know weather the Bank has something to do with stopping the project or it is just like the farmers with no idea about the reason why the project has stopped.   

It is worth mentioning that the World Bank has issued a report in 2008 where it confirmed that agriculture is the future, and that governments should support farmers, so how come that the policies and directions of the Bank come in contradiction with its projects in the South of Egypt?

The unusual thing is that some contractors had started working in the project, and have taken soil samples and done a draft project that was presented to the competent authority in the governorate. People fear that the project has stopped due to corruption on different levels starting with local councils and passing by the private sector (subcontractors) all through to the World Bank     
The Land Center confirms the illegality of the negative decision not to construct the unit to the law and to the plan of the World Bank, which drives us to prepare an appeal against the governor of Souhage and the Bank to reverse this decision and construct the unit for which a decision has been issued and a fund has been attributed and for which all approvals have been taken.

The LCHR has filed complaints to authorities in the governorate and to the World Bank demanding the construction of this veterinary unit as soon as possible in respect of framers’ human rights, their rights to a safe and health food, to protect the animal, reduce poverty and improve their living conditions.

The LCHR calls the civil society, the members of the people’s assembly and the people’s council in the governorate of Souhage to support the demands of the people of Temma Island Village in order to protect their rights to a decent living.

For more information, please contact the Land Center for Human Rights.

Tel/Fax 00 20 2 57 50 470 
Lchr@thewayout.net  –  lchr@lchr-eg.org
Website www. Lchr-eg.org
Land Center for Human Rights


   


      


      











LCHR








PAGE  
1

