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National News

Adolescent Health Awareness Campaign Underway in  Busia/Bungoma Districts
 

An Adolescent Health Awareness Campaign will be held in Bungoma and Busia districts on 19th October 2006. The campaign targets 200 boys and girls, head teachers, child rights club, facilitators and youth form Busia and Bungoma Districts.
 
The function will also be attended by local leaders in Busia, a representative of the Edukans, Netherlands who is a partner of KAACR and Mr. Timothy Ekesa Executive Director of KAACR. The event is organized by KAACR.
 
During the campaign, KAACR will present 1500 Sanitary Towels to girls sitting for their standard eight examinations this year. The Sanitary Towels were mobilized from the private sector.
 
Youth from Busia and Bungoma will also present Participatory Educational Theater (PET) events on adolescent health. 
 
KAACR is running a project on enhancing the capacity of boys & girls to manage their adolescent health in Busia and Bungoma Districts.
 
For more information, contact
Email: infor@kaacr.com
  
Workshop to Discuss Progress on World Fit for Children Goals Held
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs in collaboration with UNICEF held a workshop for representatives of key children agencies last week, to take stock of what has been achieved in the last five years in creating a better world for children and identify constraints that stand in the way of attainment of the agreed upon goals and propose a way forward.
 
During the discussions, participants were informed that efforts are in place to review statuses defining who a child is. The children Act defines a child as any person below the age of 18, while the employment Act defines a child as 16 years old. A draft National child labour policy has been presented to the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of labour.
 
The participants recommended that the International Labour Organization and Ministry of Labour and the Central Bureau of Statistics be consulted for indicators. They recommended the need to raise awareness on child labour, provision of free secondary education and streamlining of the national youth policy. Further they called for inclusion of sanitary towels as part of free primary education and enforcement of the Sexual Offences Act.
 
On Birth Registration, participants suggested that the existing system be modified and more resources be put into the birth registration process. There is the need to harmonize the constitution and legislations governing Juvenile Justice and get the exact figure of children under trial in Kenyan courts. The corporate sector was also called upon to support children programs.
 
For more information, contact
Email: ps@homeaffairs.go.ke
 
CSOs Seek Review of Ruling on the Children's Act
 

CSOs representing children agencies are planning to make a request to the Chief Justice asking him to constitute a bench of five judges to review a Court of Appeal ruling that declared sections of the child offender rules under the Children's Act unconstitutional.
 

The ruling scrapped the provisions that allowed children charged with capital offences to be released on bail.  The CSOs say the move by court of appeal risks jeopardizing juvenile rights provided for in the Children's Act. 
 
Appellate judges Riaga Omollo, Samuel Bosire and Erastus Githinji ruled that the child offender rules were unconstitutional under section 72(5) of the Constitution, which denies bail to people charged with capital offences. They further declared that it was unconstitutional to prescribe a time limit for prosecution of cases involving child offenders.
 
The ruling arose out of an appeal filed by two convicted robbers at a Malindi court, where one of them was a minor when they committed the robbery.
 
As it is, the rules prescribe that prosecution of serious offences committed by children be done in six months and for any other offence to be completed in three months. This, the judges said was beyond the scope of section 186 (c) of the Children Act, which merely provides for determination of such cases.
 
CSOs present at the meeting were Independent Medical Legal Unit, COVAW, CRADLE, Women Caucus, KAACR among others.
 
International News

 
World Congress of NGOs Planned
 

The World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO) plans a congress for NGOs to be held in Jordan from November 30 to December 3, 2006. The theme of the congress will be NGOS: Forces for Peace.
 
NGOs wishing to send representatives to the congress have until 27th October, 2006 to register. The Inaugural World Congress will address the role of civil society in promoting and building peace on the community, national and international levels. 
 
Participants will have a forum to share their perspectives and experiences on the role of NGOs in fostering peace from the grassroots to macro-levels, join the international forum for NGO representatives and prominent leaders discussing common concerns and tackling various challenges of the NGO sector, interact, connect and network with like-minded leaders aiming to take a difference in the world and develop oneself professionally through various training seminars and NGO briefings.
 
To register, visit: www.wango.org/congress.
 
Europe Addresses Children Rights
 
Europe held two conferences last week in Athens Greece to look at best practices from members on how to report to parliament on children's rights among member states, how to intervene in child care institutions and how to organize advocacy campaigns.
 
The main theme of the conferences was tackling discrimination in Education with working groups on how to change anti-discrimination legislation, on human rights education in schools, on integrating minorities and children with special needs and tackling bullying.
 
Over a hundred participants from the region attended the conferences. They included Council of Europe and UN experts, NGO representatives, children and young people.
 

For more information, visit http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 821)
 
Amnesty International Decries Forced Evictions in Africa
 
Amnesty International and the Geneva-based Centre on Housing and Evictions (COHRE) are raising alarm over increased levels of evictions in Africa. It says forced evictions are one of the most widespread and unrecognized human rights violations in Africa.
 
Although the practice of forced eviction has been recognized as a gross violation of human rights under international law and in particular by the  African Commission, Amnesty International notes, that governments thought out Africa continue to forcibly evict hundreds of thousands of people from their homes each year. Children are displaced and suffer night cold, go hungry and cannot go to school.
 
It cautions African governments against justifying evictions on grounds that they are essential for development. Forced evictions create homelessness, destroy property, and obstruct access to portable water, sanitation, healthcare, livelihood opportunities and education. Amnesty sees the exercise as pushing people to poverty and not pulling then out of it.
 
In Kenya approximately 70,000 people have been forcibly evicted from their homes in forest areas since 2005, while at least 20,000 people have been forcibly evicted from neighborhoods in or around Nairobi since 2000.
 
Amnesty International reports other evictions in Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Angola, Nigerian and Sudan 
 
For more information, visit http://www.amnesty.org
Email: infor@amnesty.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 821)
  
UN Study on Violence Against Children Launched
 
The secretary-General's Study on Violence Against Children was launched last week at the 61st session of the UN General Assembly in New York.
 
The report was officially presented to the Third Committee of the General Assembly during a three hour session, where key UN officials were present, among them H. E. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, president of the General Assembly and Ann Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF. 
 
The president of the UN Assembly said there was a clear need for international partnership to address the root causes of violence and she encouraged all governments to consider its recommendations with a view to tackling its problems.
 
Kenya was among 17 other countries represented during the launch.
 
For more information, visit http://www.crin.org
 
 
Upcoming Events in Brief
 

National News

 
19 October
Adolescent Health Awareness Campaign

Venue: Busia and Bugoma Districts

Organizer: KAACR

Contact: infor@kaacr.com
 
27 October
Annual General Meeting- Kenya Aids NGOs Consortium (KANCO)
Venue: Panafric Hotel
Contact: kenaids@iconnect..co.ke
 
31 October
NGO CRC Committee meeting

Venue: KAACR

Contact: kaacr@kaacr.com
 

Regional and International News

 
30 Oct. - 3 Nov
Training Course-NGO Self-financing and Sustainability Concepts
Venue: Siavonga, Zambia
Organizer: Evolution Systems
Contact: evolutionsystemszm @yahoo.com
  
24-25 October
2nd International Juvenile Justice Conference
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Contact: bruxelles@oijj.org
 
30 Oct. -8 Nov.
International Training Programme on Child Rights
Location: South Africa
Contact: Jessica.abrahamsson@education.lu.se
 
14-17 November 
13th Eastern Africa Regional Fundraising Workshop
Location: Alliance Safari Beach Hotel, Mombasa, Kenya 
Contact: infor@resource-alliance.org
 
15 - 17 November
International Conference on Child Labour's Global Past (1500-2000)
Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Organizer: Amsterdam Foundation for International Research on Working
                 Children (IREWOC)
Contact: aja@iisg.nl
 
19 November 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
19 - 22 November
World Forum on "Future Directions in Child Welfare"
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Organizer: British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development 
Contact: WorldForum2006@gov.bc.ca 
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Head Office

P.O. Box 73637,00200,





Nairobi


Email: kaacr@kaacr.com or infor@kaacr.com  


Tel: 4450256/7, 0722-780224, 0733-287964


Fax: 4450092





 

 

Coast Region

P.O. Box 2820,

Mombasa. Tel: 041-221395
 

Western Region Office

P O Box 6853

Kondele, Kisumu
 
Websites on Children Issues

 

www.kaacr.com


-
KAACR Website

 

www.unicef.org


-
UNICEF

 

www.anppcankenya.co.ke
-
ANPPCAN Child Abuse reporting 

 

www.gmfc.org.hivaids

-      
Global Movement for Children- 
                                                         Lesson for Life Campaign 

www.plan-international.org 
-
Plan International 

 

www.childtrafficking.com 
-
Terre des homes, Nepal

 

www.crin.org 


-
CRIN Website

 

www.childrenandviolence.org 
-
NGOs and the UN Study on 

Violence against Children

 

www.therightsapproach.org    -        Resources on Rights Based Approaches  

 

www.child-to-child                  -       Child - to - child Trust UK
 

www.nyumbani.org 

-       Nyumbani Children's Home
 

www.mamafatumas.org           -      Mama Fatuma goodwill children's home
 

www.retrak.org                        -       information on street children
  

Dear Reader, please share with us other sites on children issues!
 
 

 
 
 
 
