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Ms. Yanghee Lee, Chairperson of the CRC Committee, today opened the 57th session of the Committee, and in turn her final meeting as Chair. Ms. Wan Hea Lee, Chief of the Groups in Focus Section of the OHCHR, spoke on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Navanetham Pillay.  
Opening Address on behalf of the OHCHR

Ms. Lee gave a detailed update of developments since the previous session, including the announcement of the new CRC Secretary, Ms. Allegra Franchetti. 

The Open-Ended Working Group of the Human Rights Council that was mandated to elaborate a new Optional Protocol to establish a complaints procedure, had adopted a text that would be considered at the current 17th Session of the Human Rights Council. The OHCHR noted the CRC Committee’s disappointment at the exclusion of a provision on collective communications in the current text, as well as the retention of the article that allows State Parties to opt out of the inquiry procedure that would otherwise be undertaken on the initiative of the Committee into suspected violations of children-s rights in a given country. Overall, the OHCHR noted its satisfaction that children would soon have the opportunity to file a complaint directly with the Committee. 

The Committee on Enforced Disappearances was announced as the tenth treaty body to come into existence, in line with article 23 of the Convention on Enforced Disappearances. State Parties were to elect the ten inaugural members in New York on 31 May 2011.

Momentum towards concrete results in the treaty body strengthening process has been maintained in recent months, firstly with the meeting of international NGOs in Seoul, Republic of Korea, in mid-April, followed by a meeting of more than 90 States in Sion, Switzerland, in mid-May. At the latter, States discussed the issue of independence and eligibility of treaty body experts and tendered the idea of elaborating guidelines that would structure the selection and election process. Furthermore, States highlighted the need to rationalise the State reporting process and emphasised the importance of a face-to-face dialogue with treaty bodies, access to which could be enhanced through the use of technology such as webcasting. In the coming months, a meeting of grassroots organisations will be convened in Pretoria, South Africa, on 20 and 21 June, together with two meetings in Luzern, Switzerland, one of which will be for academics and another for UN actors and other regional mechanisms. A final meeting will be held in Dublin in November 2011 and the process will culminate in the publication of a report by the High Commissioner in early 2012.   

Topics also addressed included upcoming regional and international meetings on the topic of Violence Against Children. Furthermore, Ms. Lee described ongoing challenges in translation services, which result in the lack of availability of key documents. This issue has been increasingly problematic as budgetary allocations have no grown in such a way as to enable the supply of translation services to meet the growing demands of the treaty body system. 

In closing, Ms. Lee recognised Ms. Yanghee Lee for her strong leadership as Chair of the CRC Committee and commended her also for the contribution she had made as the Chair of the Inter-Committee meetings. 

The full speech delivered by Ms. Lee on behalf of the High Commissioner, can be found under News and Events on the NGO Group homepage. 

New Members

The six new Committee members took their seats today among their colleagues, each one taking an oath of independence and impartiality in accordance with the Committee’s Rules of Procedure. A full list of new members and their professional backgrounds can be found here. 

In addition, to the six new members, the new Peruvian candidate, Ms. Pilar Nores, was also unanimously approved by secret ballot, having been appointed by the government Peru in light of the resignation of Ms. Susana Villarán, who has taken up her most recent position as Mayor of Lima. 

Election of a New Chair
Mr. Jean Zermatten was unanimously elected as Chair of the CRC Committee for the 2011-2013 period. Mr. Zermatten was recognised for his commitment to children’s rights and his experience working with government officials at all levels to promote the implementation of the CRC and its Optional Protocols at the national level. The remaining members of the Bureau were elected in a private meeting later that day. 
In her outgoing remarks as Chair of the Committee, Ms. Yanghee Lee noted that in her four years (two terms) as Chair, she especially enjoyed meeting people all over the world, in a number of contexts. In particular, she was impacted by those who devote their lives to the defence of children-s rights, as well as to the many children themselves that she met with and spoke to. Ms. Lee noted her disappointment at the outcome of the negotiations on the new Optional Protocol, which she noted regards children as mini human beings with reduced rights; she hoped that the provisions would not be further reduced in the coming months as the adopted text moves through the Human Rights Council, and subsequently, then, to the General Assembly in New York. 

Mr. Jean Zermatten took his set on the podium and opened his Chairmanship with a few short remarks on what he saw as upcoming challenges in the realisation of children’s rights around the world. Most notably, he asserted that the “golden age” of children’s rights is behind us. The CRC has been a record-breaking Convention that has spurred the elaboration of new laws and increased protection measures for children all over the world and brought to the fore many key issues affecting children, including access to education and health, as well as children in armed conflict, all forms of violence, sexual exploitation and pornography. Despite this, Mr. Zermatten noted his concern at an increasingly obvious backlash from these important advancements, that many new policies, for example on young migrants – a situation that has been exacerbated by the effects of the economic crisis and climate change – do not echo previous achievements of a rights-based, child-centred policy approach.  Mr. Zermatten hoped that the soon to be adopted General Comment on the Best Interests of the Child principle would shed light on how States can more effectively go about managing emerging trends in such a way that accounts for children’s rights by considering situations in light of their best interest. 

In closing, Mr. Zermatten welcomed the new Committee members and looked forward to the new dynamic and fresh ideas that they would bring.

State Party Reports Received
Under the CRC, State Party reports have been received from St. Lucia, Rwanda and Togo. For OPAC, initial reports have been submitted by Jordan, Portugal and Uzbekistan; Jordan and Uzbekistan have also submitted their initial OPSC reports. 
General Comments
In the course of the 57th session, the Committee will work in various formats to continue work on General Comments on health, as well as articles 3 and 31 of the Convention. Further work will also be undertaken on the joint General Comment on harmful practices, in collaboration with the CEDAW Committee.  

Next Session
The 58th Session of the Committee will take place between 19 September and 7 October, 2011. 
