INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OPAC IN BIH (2005-2009)
This report is made on the basis of data collected during five years of monitoring of implementation of child rights in BiH. Report was made trough partnership of two NGOs („Naša djeca“ and „Zdravo da ste“). Organizations – members of Informal coalition of organizations working for wand with children in BiH have supported the findings and recommendations of this document. For creation of this document we have used: Governmental report on OPAC implementation, materials of NGO Group on creation of alternative reports, Annual NGO reports on situation of child rights in BiH, report of the BIHMAC on anti-mine actions in BiH for the 2009. 
As we know, the state failed to involve NGOs in preparation of the Initial report on OPAC for the period between 2003 and 2007, and the final report was present within a wider topics conference without a special discussion about it. 
Institutions responsible for OPAC implementation, monitoring and dissemination
Responsibility for implementation, monitoring and dissemination of the OPAC is in the domain of work of the BiH Council of Ministers, and this body delegated this responsibility to the responsible ministries and bodies, as described in the Governmental report for OPAC. However, the state report failed to provide full information for the Council for Children, which was formed within the BiH Ministry of human rights and refugees as advisory body with primary objective to monitor implementation of the Action plan for children 2002-2010. As of 2006, when the mandate of the first call of the Council ended, there was no election of new members, and some functions of te Council for Children were taken over by the Bi Ministry of human rights and refugees. In spite of the recommendations given by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child given after the review of the Initial report for implementation of the CRC, to strengthen the Council for Children with adequate human and financial resources, the situation is as described. 
According to the child rights monitoring process that was going on in the BiH continuously in the last five years, by NGOs, we will present findings that relate to the issues under OPAC.

OPAC was not promoted nor made public and widely available by the responsible government institutions. 
Situation in the country regarding OPAC
War conflicts have ended in BiH in 1995. Consequences of sufferings of  children in the war, as one of the most vulnerable categories of population, are still visible in the country. In that war, and on the entire area of BiH, children were exposed  to the most severe forms of sufferings, basic principles of the CRC, Geneva Convention and other international and domestic documents and regulations were violated. Many crimes against humanity were committed, war crimes against civil population, wounded, sick, laws and rules of war were violated, and all of this against children too. Big number of domestic and international governmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions are engaged on documenting of war crimes in BiH and bringing the criminals to the justice. During the last war, there was no official recruitment of the young people under the legally determined age in the entire BiH, but these recruitments were happening locally, for which we have no official confirmations nor data. In war in BiH, 34 845 children was killed, missing or died of hunger, 64.712 was wounded, and within this number 6.115 children was severely wounded
. 
Survived children are traumatized in various level of traumatisation. Large number of children was left without one or both parents. Children without parental care were placed in institutions and are not enough integrated in their communities (which manifests trough inadequate ability for independent life and existence of support mechanisms after leaving the institutions, continuing education after high school or finding the job or place to live).  
Children-civil victims of war are discriminated in legislation regulating the social benefits (for the same level of disability children receive much less financial support as civil victims of war then disabled war veterans). In the same time, under the level of 60% of disability financial support is symbolic and cannot provide basic survival, and in BiH Federation, the law on Civil victims of war does not understands subventions  for disabilities under 60%, making the children with situation not part of the system of social protection and discriminated. 
Big number of children was injured by mines. Still, in the large areas in BiH, children have limited moving space because of mine fields (usually former border lines between confronted sides, which are today places of return of displaced persons). Data from the Report on anti-mine actions for 2009 show that in BiH, there is still 1.555,34 square kilometers or 3,04% of area under mine suspicion (in 1996, there was about 4.000 km.2.). Study of general estimation of mine danger in BiH identified 1.631 of endangered community, affecting the lives of about 921.513 persons. As of 1992 to the end of 2009, in BiH there was 5.033 persons injured or killed by mines, and as of 1996 to 2009, the number of injured or killed was 1694, and within this number 495 persons died. 
 On the occasion of the International day of fighting against mines, UNICEF BiH pointed out that 165 children was hurt by mines and that remaining unexploded devices are a great threat to local communities and especially children.
 According to the Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention, report was created for BiH about support to mine victims. It is important to say that during 2009, a project for revision of the country data base of the mine victims was ended with modernization of this data base. 
Traumatic war events experienced by children in BiH have left behind heavy consequences on psychic and physical health of children and young people, which are today adults or just about that age. World Health Organization recommended four programs of support for traumatized children and young (detraumatisation of children of pre-school age, detraumatisation trough sports, psycho-physical recreation, rehabilitation and socialization of children and young returnees in school and community)
. Research conducted in BiH on representative samples have showed that all children in BiH were traumatized in different degrees. In these researches there is data that there was no children that had no stressful events experiences. Some children reported 10-12 war stress experiences. These experiences are reported by children that suffered trough various traumatic events, by being refugees, by loosing parents or close persons etc. 
After adopting the BiH Defense Law, a reform of defense system was started in BiH. This law defines the age of the persons to be allowed to admit to army forces as older then 18 and younger then 27. As of 01.01.2006, BiH has professional army forces. 
During 2006, by decisions of the Parliament of Federation of BiH and Republic of Srpska, the defense business was transferred from the entity jurisdiction to the level of the BiH, and also decision were made to put the moratorium on recruitment for military service on indefinite period. Defense system reform in BiH canceled the entity defense ministries and replaced with one state Ministry of defense. Reform produced professionalized army forces, which led to dismissal of the obligation to serve in the military, and this also stopped the need for the institute of “civil serving”. 
Prevention
In BiH, project for improvement of mental health for South-East Europe was initiated by Swiss development agency in cooperation with Federal Ministry of Health, Republic of Srpska Ministry of health and social protection. The network of 50 Centers for mental health works in BiH, with 31 Centre in FBiH and 18 Centers in RS and 1 in Brcko District. In their previous activities, these Centers haven’t done enough on the issue of de-traumatisation of children and young people, but they present the potential that can be used in a better way. 
As for mine awareness raising, this process is going on trough schools and trough programs of many NGOs projects and campaigns with the objective to raise awareness on this danger, firstly among children, as the most endangered category, but among adults as well. In 2005, activities were continued on de-mining and implementation of the project “Strategies of the anti-mine action” made by the BiH Ministry of civil affairs – Commission for de-mining. 
De-mining presents a significant contribution for creating conditions for return of refugees and displaced persons, and creation of the safe surrounding for children and citizen of BiH. Along with all the invested efforts and means, we cannot be satisfied with the dynamics and the overall activities of de-mining. Incidents are still happening caused by mines, but not as often as in previous years. For these reasons, there is a need to invest additional efforts to intensify de-mining activities and clean the territory of BiH. 
Organizations Handicap International, Norwegian Peoples Aid, UNICEF and others are and have been supporting programs about mine and de-mining activities. In BiH the 4th of April is celebrated as International day of fighting against mines. There is 36 accredited organizations for anti-mine activities in BiH with over 1.396 demining professionals, 1.546 mine detectors, 90 trained dogs and 37 de-mining machines and other staff and equipment. Estimations are that, if capacities and funds allow it, the main priorities could be cleaned until 2014, and according to the Strategy of anti-mine action, the estimation is that BiH could be cleaned from mines until 2019. Means necessary to achieve this goal are about 40 million of euros annually.  The network of mine incidents survivors in BiH helped around 2300 persons injured by mines and they are continually working on mine awareness among young people in BiH. In archives of Centers for de-mining, there are 19 organizations focused on supporting mine victims. By Operational Plan for Anti-mine action for 2009, planed budget for de-mining in BiH was 79.724.000 KM, and the spent funds in 2009 were in amount of 56.063.223 KM (about 28 million euros) from BiH sources, while international organizations provided 26.589.834 KM (about 13 million euros). NGOs (11 organizations), commercial organization (11 organizations), and government organizations (4 – Civil protection of FBiH, RS and Brcko District and armed forces), are taking part in demining processes. In 2009, 18 projects were realized on mine awareness by accredited organizations, and trough these projects, 22.918 persons were educated in communities and schools. 
 Education of the staff is realized continuously. With the objective of awareness raising, the Centre for de-mining has set up a free phone line for all those people who have information’s about positions of land mines and mine fields..
 De-mining program in BiH is endangered by obligations to pay for VAT on the imported equipment, as humanitarian work in our country is not excused from the VAT obligations. 
In local legislation covering issues under OPAC, definition of a child is not fragmented on older and younger juveniles as in some other parts of our legislation, it relates on children under 18, which makes it in accordance with the Protocol. 

Sanctioning of recruitment and abuse of children in war conflicts is indirectly, trough violations of the regulations under the Defense Law, but not clearly and specifically in parts that relate to children. Special problem in the country is also large number of small arms that is in position of citizens unreported and illegally. From time to time, incidents happen among children who find and play with these arms in their homes. Along with different measures with objective to make children safe, police also undertakes activities to animate citizens to give away small arms, ammunition and other items remained from the war to police, to prevent children and young to come in contact with them. In spite of these activities and campaigns, some people are still keeping these weapons, as obvious in the action called "ŽETVA" (Harvest) 2008/09 realized in FBiH –Canton Sarajevo were significant amount of arms and ammunition were collected from citizens: in 2008, 1.147 pieces of ammunition, mines, bombs and guns, and in 2009, 382 pieces of arms. 
.

Recommendations
· Introduce public with the contents and status of the OPAC in BiH

· Trough legislation, define clearer sanctions for organization and abuse of children in war conflicts
· Provide continues programs of rehabilitation for children that were traumatized by war
· Establish a data base about children which were in war camps 
· Establish and strengthen programs of rehabilitation and reintegration of children victims of mines
· Provide more funds from the country and entity budgets for de-mining programs
· Excuse from the VAT payment obligations NGOs and country programs with humanitarian character
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