Canadian International Development Agency

Child Protection Research Fund
1.  Objectives and Expected Results


CIDA's Action Plan on Child Protection, launched in June 2001, includes a CAN$ 2 million research fund established to explore the area of child protection. The Fund's primary objective is to influence child protection policy and to identify sustainable, practical solutions to problems facing children in need of special protection from abuse, exploitation and violence.  Research supported by the fund will help develop a deeper understanding of the reality of the lives of children, and of the ways CIDA and its partners can best support these children. 

The Child Protection Research Fund supports research that is:   


· Innovative;

· Multi-dimensional in its analyses of the complexity of children's lives; 

· Grounded in a rights based approach which views children as active participants in their own development;

· Participatory; and 

· Practical in its applicability. 

The research fund is focused on the particular problems facing the following groups of children in developing countries and/or countries in transition: children affected by armed conflict, child labourers, sexually exploited children, street-involved children, children with disabilities, children facing discrimination because of their ethnic or religious identity, and children in conflict with the law or in institutional care.

CIDA expects that the Fund will:


increase knowledge and generate new data on child protection issues; 


influence child protection policy and program development of various organizations and governments; 


improve research capacity in the field of child protection in Canada and developing countries / countries in transition; and 


form and/or strengthen partnerships between Canadian researchers and researchers in developing countries / countries in transition.

2.  List of Research Projects Supported by the Fund
The first project, funded in 2001 – 02, entitled Girls in Fighting Forces received 

$300,000 over 18 months.  The research aimed at giving prominence to the girls' own 

recommendations and analyses so that they were not further marginalised as they have 

been in the past..  The International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic 

Development (ICHRDD) carried out the research partnered with University of Montana 

and University of Wyoming.  

CIDA issued two calls for proposals in order to select the projects for support under the 

Fund.  The first call, in December 2001, resulted in 62 submissions.  Six proposals were 

selected:

· University of Ottawa in partnership with Defence For Children International, Sierra Leone and Forum of Conscience, Sierra Leone: Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone, Experiences, Implications and Strategies for Reintegration 

· Institute for Child Rights & Development, University of Victoria in partnership with Child and Youth Care Agency for Development (CYCAD), South Africa Free State Provincial Department of Social Development, South Africa: Participatory Research Linking Vulnerable Children, Communities and Local Government 
· Falls Brook Centre, New Brunswick, in partnership with The Social Work and Research Centre (SWRC) – Barefoot College, Tilonia, Rajasthan, India: Child Protection Research Proposal in Tribal Villages of Rajasthan, India 
· United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Regional Office for East Asia and the Pacific in partnership with The Center for Refugee Studies, York University, Canada, Child Workers of Asia, Thailand, Asian Research Center for Migration, Thailand, and Psycho-Social Trauma and Human Rights Program, Philippines: Children Caught in Conflicts: Assessing the Impact of Conflict on Children in East Asia and the Pacific 

· UNICEF Vietnam Country Office in partnership with the Department of Social Protection under the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA), Government of Vietnam, Vietnam Committee for the Protection and Care of Children, and Provincial Committees for the Protection and Care of Children, Vietnam: Research Proposal to Assess and Analyze the Situation of Children without Primary Caregiver in Vietnam 
· Dalhousie University, Maritime School of Social Work in partnership with ASSALUD (Colombian Health Association) and the School of public Health at Antioquia, Colombia:  Early Prevention of Aggressive Behaviour, Psychoactive Substance Abuse, and Low School Performance in Colombia: Quasi-Experimental Follow-Up Study of Children in Poor Communities with High Levels of Violence and Social Inequity.

The second and final call, in August 2002, resulted in 68 submissions.  Five proposals were selected for funding:  

· Christian Children’s Fund in partnership with Ministry of Families and Promotion of Women (MINFAMU), Ministry of Social Assistance and Reinsertion (MINARS), Redd Barna, African Humanitarian Action (AHA), German Agro Action (AAA), UNICEF and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR): Breaking the Silence: Girls abducted during Armed Conflict in Angola
· Liu Centre – University of British Columbia in partnership with Makere University Medical School and Canadian Physicians for Aid and Relief (CPAR):  The Scourge of War: Exploring Traditional Mechanisms of Child Protection to Combat the Spread of HIV/AIDS among adolescents in Northern Uganda

· WUSC in partnership with Childline Botswana:  Socio-economic Factors Contributing to Girl Child Abuse in Botswana
· The Canadian Centre for Studies of Children at Risk at McMaster University in partnership with Universidade Federal de Sao Paolo-Escola Paulista de Medicina (UNIFESP-EPM), Projeto Quixote, International Centre of the University of Calgary and Latin American Institute of the United Nations for Crime Prevention and Treatment of Delinquents (ILANUD): Risk Factors, Pathways and Outcomes for Youth Released from Juvenile Detention Centres in Sao Paulo, Brazil
· Save the Children Canada in partnership with Save the Children UK (Sri Lanka), University of Colombo, University of Jaffna, Centre for Women’s Research (CENWOR), School of Child and Youth Care at Ryerson University:  Children in Institutional Care: Rights and Protection for Children in Sri Lanka
3. Description of Research Projects Supported by the Fund

3.1 
Girls in Militaries, Paramilitaries, Militias, and Armed Conflict
Organization:  International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development (ICHRDD)

Partners:  University of Montana and University of Wyoming

Researchers:  Dyan Mazurana, PhD, Women’s Studies, University of Montana, Susan McKay, PhD, Women’s Studies, University of Wyoming, USA.

Country/Region:  Northern Uganda, Sierra Leone, Mozambique
Summary of Project:  

Problem:  The question: “Where are the girls?” has only recently been raised in discussions about children or adolescents who are associated with fighting forces and groups, either as combatants or noncombatants.  Little attention has been given to girls’ active involvement and distinct experiences.  Consequently, policies and programs developed to address the needs of these girls are poorly informed or, too often, non-existent.
How the problem was addressed: The research collected quantitative and qualitative data on girls in fighting forces in the three countries.  It identified and assessed health and psycho-social issues that these girls faces.  It also gave prominence to the girls' own recommendations and analyses.
Main findings:  The study concluded that girls are used far more widely than is reported.  At times, girls are discriminated against by local groups and officials, governments, and international bodies that keep secret or are unwilling to recognize their presence, needs, and rights during conflict, post-conflict, demobilization, and social reintegration.  Girls suffer major human rights violations, especially gender-based violence.  The results of this study should help inform child protection advocacy at all levels of the presence of girls in fighting forces, and should help facilitate the design of more responsive gender-based advocacy and programs.
Budget: $320,000

3.2  
Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone, Experiences, Implications and Strategies for 

Reintegration

Organization: University of Ottawa, Canada
Partners: Defence For Children International, Sierra Leone

Forum of Conscience, Sierra Leone
Country/Region: Sierra Leone
Summary of Proposal:

Problem: More than 300,000 soldiers under the age of 18 are fighting in conflicts in 41 countries around the world. The problem has been particularly serious in Sierra Leone where thousands of children have participated directly in armed conflict or have been recruited for labour or sexual exploitation among armed groups. Despite international concern about children in armed conflict, minimal empirical research has been dedicated to this problem. 

How the problem will be addressed: To fill the research gaps, this study will trace the experiences and perspectives of former child soldiers in Sierra Leone and investigate the implications of their participation in armed conflict. Moreover, the research will be used to enhance community-based programs and policies for the rehabilitation and reintegration of former child soldier into community life.
Goal/Outcomes: Examine the experiences and psychosocial effects of children's involvement in armed conflict, as perpetrators or victims, or both, and contribute to the development and/or improvement of policies and programs oriented towards the protection, rehabilitation, and community reintegration of former child soldiers in Sierra Leone.

Amount Approved: $131,000

3.3  
Participatory Research Linking Vulnerable Children, Communities and 

Local Government

Organization: Institute for Child Rights & Development, University of Victoria, Canada
Partners: Child and Youth Care Agency for Development (CYCAD), South Africa

Free State Provincial Department of Social Development, South Africa
Country/Region: South Africa
Summary of Proposal:

Problem: High incidences of child abuse and exploitation, increased numbers of street children, children in trouble with the law, and children made vulnerable through HIV/AIDS are major issues with which communities and Local Government are grappling, particularly those in rural areas. The serious situation in South Africa with children made vulnerable through HIV/AIDS and poverty serves to escalate and exacerbate other child protection issues at all spheres of service delivery. 
How the problem will be addressed: The project aims to develop a sustainable participatory research model that builds Local Government and community capacity in supporting and protecting the rights of vulnerable children, and establishes the Free State Province as the learning site for replication of this model across South Africa.
Goal/Outcome: The project will document ways to support and protect vulnerable children, influence policy development, and strengthen children, families and communities, as well as develop the capacity of government to sustain the project and the services that result from its implementation.

Amount approved: $150,000


3.4   Child Protection Research Proposal in Tribal Villages of Rajasthan, India

Organization: Falls Brook Centre, New Brunswick, Canada
Partner: The Social Work and Research Centre (SWRC) – Barefoot College, Tilonia, 

Rajasthan, India
Country/Region: India
Summary of Proposal:

Problem: The research will focus on the particular challenges and cultural context faced by tribal children in remote rural villages of Rajasthan, India. These children are for the most part child labourers and face extreme discrimination because of their tribal identity. Due to discrimination, extreme poverty, inappropriate development schemes, children are not provided the necessary skills and knowledge they need for community life.
How the problem will be addressed: The proposed action research will, by process and by the research itself, embody the inherent human and children rights to express their views and the right to participate. Every child is expected to contribute to family work activity, but the education they receive incapacitates them. It is vital to link education with respect for the cultural and environment context of the Sahariya people in a way that supports their own community development and environmental restoration. The action research needs to focus & address issues and dimensions of education relevant to their life, work and environment. 
Goal/Outcomes: The goals of the project are to develop and document an integrated effort to empower the Sahariya children through educational, social, cultural and economic means, and to understand the specific vulnerabilities and resourcefulness of Sahariya children as child labourers and as children facing systemic discrimination. 

Amount Approved: $150,000

3. 5 
Children Caught in Conflicts: Assessing the Impact of Conflict on Children 

in East Asia and the Pacific

Organization: UNICEF Regional Office for East Asia and the Pacific
Partner: The Center for Refugee Studies, York University, Canada 

Child Workers of Asia, Thailand

Asian Research Center for Migration, Thailand

Psycho-Social Trauma and Human Rights Program, Philippines.
Country/Region: East Asia and Pacific
Summary of Proposal:

Problem: Since the Vietnam War, the East Asia and Pacific region has not been noted for its armed conflicts. Yet there are several areas and regions which are affected by armed conflicts. It is not known how many children live in these pockets of violence. Fear and terror are ever present in their daily lives and yet there have been very few efforts to systematically collect data, document and analyze the wider impact of these conflicts on children, the psychosocial impact and how these conflicts might affect girls and boys differently, etc. Program and protection interventions have been disadvantaged by this information gap. 
How problem will be addressed: This study seeks to: develop an enhanced knowledge-base relating to children affected by armed conflict in this region; focus on Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand (Burmese children in border areas); identification and definition of child protection strategies for these specific types of conflicts, and active participation of children and youth in the project.
Goals/Outcomes: Develop the knowledge-base relating to children affected by armed conflict in the region, including three country-specific and one regional report, a lessons learned paper on research methodologies/impact analysis on children affected by armed conflict, as well as a paper on child protection strategies in localized conflicts. 

Amount Approved: $150,000


3.6 
Research Proposal to Assess and Analyze the Situation of Children without 

Primary Caregiver in Vietnam

Organization: United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Vietnam Country Office
Partner: Department of Social Protection under the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and 

Social Affairs (MOLISA), Government of Vietnam

Vietnam Committee for the Protection and Care of Children, Vietnam

Provincial Committees for the Protection and Care of Children, Vietnam 
Country/Region: Vietnam
Summary of Proposal:

Problem: Currently, 8,000 children are placed in government-run orphanages and social protections centres in Vietnam. However, the idea of institutionalization is now being challenged by child rights practitioners as empirical studies reveal the following: (1) the poor cost effectiveness of institutional care, (2) incidences of abuse and neglect reported in institutions, and (3) the negative impact on the child's development due to the separation from the family environment. 
How the problem will be addressed: The research will entail a literature review and the collection of quantitative and qualitative data on children currently placed in institutions or those who have recently left such institutions. Communities' perception of institutional care will also be investigated through participatory methods. Collected data will be analyzed within the child rights based framework. 
Goal/Outcome: The primary objective of this research is to present a national picture of institutional and alternative care, with the expectation of contributing to the improvement of care and protection in child care institutions. The research will also serve as an advocacy tool for fostering alternative forms of care. 

Amount Approved: $82,200

3.7      Early Prevention of Aggressive Behavior, Psychoactive Substance Abuse, and 


Low School Performance in Colombia:  Quasi-Experimental Follow-up 


Study of Children in Poor Communities with High  Levels of Violence and 


Social Inequity

Organization:  Maritime School of Social Work, Dalhousie University, Canada
Partner:  Colombian Health Association (ASSALUD), University of Antioquia, 


     Colombia


     School of Public Health, University of Antioquia, Medellin, Colombia

Country/Region: Colombia

Summary of Proposal: 


Problem:  Violence has constituted the major public health risk to children and adults in Colombia. In cities such as Medellin intentional or accidental violence account for the loss of as many or more years of a healthy life as all other causes of disability or death combined.  


How the problem will be addressed:  For the past two years, community and academic stakeholders in Medellin have prepared and initiated the Early Prevention of Aggression Project which is the first such initiative undertaken on a large-scale with a population of high-risk children in Latin America. The program seeks the early identification of children with high probabilities of developing aggression in public schools and day-care centers, and works with their teachers in order to assist children to learn about and prevent violence. The program also provides support for children to remain in school, and support for the children’s families in overcoming domestic violence and improving parenting capacity when under stress.


Goal/Outcome:  The primary goal of the research is to determine the impact of program activities on children participating in the Early Prevention of Aggression Project.  Based on the results of the evaluation, a decision will be made on how to reform the program and whether or not to extend the program to other municipalities.  

Amount Approved:  $150,000
3.8      Breaking the Silence: Girls abducted during Armed Conflict in Angola
Organization: Christian Children’s Fund
Partner: Ministry of Families and Promotion of Women (MINFAMU)


Ministry of Social Assistance and Reinsertion (MINARS)


Redd Barna


African Humanitarian Action (AHA)


German Agro Action (AAA)


UNICEF 


United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR)
Country/Region: Angola

Summary of Proposal:

Problem:  Despite the shortage of data in Angola, reports indicate that a large numbers of girls were abducted during the war. Interviews with girls and young women who were abducted indicate that they were used as porters for food and arms, cleaners, cooks, sex slaves, and wives, and dancers and entertainers for the soldiers, and were involved in looking for food and looting from homesteads and villages. Girls were also voluntarily and involuntarily conscripted as combat soldiers. No one knows the magnitude of the problem. Globally, research on child soldiering has focussed almost exclusively on boys. Similarly, interventions that promote the social integration of former child soldiers have concentrated on boys. Officially the problem of girls involved in Angola’s armed conflict does not exist.   

How the Problem will be addressed:  By adopting a rights-based approach, this project hopes to ensure that the core principles of the rights-based strategy are adhered to as far as possible. This project is designed as participatory action research, collecting systematic information that is then used to construct evidence-driven interventions. The participatory methodology emphasizes narrative and personal voice, which is essential in uncovering the suffering and invisibility many girls and young women have experienced.

Goals/Outcomes:  This project aims to: increase the knowledge base and generate new data on post-conflict child protection issues and psycho-social reintegration strategies; seek, hear and document the voices of the abducted girls and their families; support a vulnerable group by seeking mechanisms to strengthen the capacity of families, communities and institutions to provide spiritual, emotional, legal and material support to the returning girls; promote a neglected child protection issue and influence public policy regarding the impact of war on girl soldiers and their rights in the immediate post-conflict scenario and the longer-term reconstruction phase; improve research capacity around children’s rights and child protection in developing countries entering a post-conflict phase; produce a Reintegration Strategies checklist, policy recommendations and a scientific report of publishable quality on the scope and nature of the problem.

Amount Approved: $140,158.00

3.9      The Scourge of War: Exploring Traditional Mechanisms of Child 

Protection to Combat the Spread of HIV/AIDS among adolescents in 

Northern Uganda

Organization: Liu Centre – University of British Columbia
Partner: Makere University Medical School 


Canadian Physicians for Aid and Relief (CPAR)
Country/Region: Northern Uganda

Summary of Proposal:

Problem:  In times of war, displaced women and children are at a heightened risk of sexual attack, systematic rape, forced prostitution, and poverty.  Displaced people are at a much higher risk than the rest of the population for communicable diseases and other health concerns including HIV and AIDS.  The intersection between war, displacement and AIDS is particularly striking in northern Uganda (Acholiland).  The war there has resulted in countless deaths, child abductions, widespread violations of human rights, the destruction of the social and economic fabric of society and the displacement of more than half the population.  The conflict in northern Uganda, coupled with the horrendous conditions experienced by the majority of the population in displacement camps has contributed to the breakdown of traditional familial structures and value systems.

How the Problem will be addressed:  The proposed research involves four phases including: data collection involving qualitative and participatory methods; research dissemination focusing upon the return of information to women and children for their reflection and analysis; training women to assume HIV counseling and child protection roles; and finally follow-up activities including the perspectives of children involved in the study.

Goals/Outcomes:  The study will investigate how tenets of traditional mechanisms of child protection may be revived to strengthen protection and psychosocial support for sexually exploited children in conflict situations.  This research also intends to inform HIV and AIDS programming.  

Amount Approved: $150 000.00

3.10     Risk Factors, Pathways and Outcomes for Youth Released from Juvenile 


Detention Centres in Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Organization: The Canadian Centre for Studies of Children at Risk at McMaster 


University
Partner: Universidade Federal de Sao Paolo-Escola Paulista de Medicina (UNIFESP-


EPM)


Projeto Quixote


International Centre of the University of Calgary 

Latin American Institute of the United Nations for Crime Prevention and 

Treatment of Delinquents (ILANUD)
Country/Region: Brazil

Summary of Proposal:

Problem:  Youth who come in conflict with the law are in special need of protection.  Their rights may be violated before, during and after their encounter with the law.  Those youth who have been incarcerated are at particularly high risk for poor outcomes including re-incarceration, exposure to violence, substance abuse, and premature death.  In São Paulo, Brazil, there are reports of increasing youth incarceration and high rates of death among youth leaving incarceration.  Unfortunately, little is known about what leads to such poor outcomes for youth in this setting and what changes are required to improve their outcomes.  

How the Problem will be addressed: The research questions will be answered through a three-component study.  Component One will collect marker risk factor data on a representative sample of youth being discharged from FEBEM, the juvenile detention centres in São Paulo, Brazil.  Component Two will involve multiple in-depth interviews of a small purposively sampled subgroup from Component One.  Component Three will involve a structured interview with youth recruited in Component One, one year after discharge from FEBEM.  A youth advisory group will be formed from youth participants in Projeto Quixote.  These youth will inform the content of questionnaires, assist in the collection and analysis of the qualitative data, and play key roles in the presentation and dissemination of the findings.        
Goals/Outcomes: The overall objective of this project is to provide information and direction for improving the life course of those youth who have been incarcerated after coming into conflict with the law in São Paulo, Brazil.  Specific objectives include:  (i) the collection, analysis, and presentation of accurate and detailed information on the outcomes, life course and risk factors for poor outcomes for youth discharged from juvenile detention facilities in São Paulo (FEBEM); (ii) the formulation of specific recommendations for programmatic and policy changes to improve the outcomes of youth who have been incarcerated after coming into conflict with the law; (iii) increasing vulnerable youths’ role in shaping, analyzing and disseminating research relevant to them; (iv) disseminating findings and recommendations to various decision-making individuals and groups (e.g., FEBEM officials, rights officials, advocacy groups, services groups, etc.); and (v) increasing the capacity of participating institutions to engage in meaningful action research for vulnerable youth. 

Amount Approved: $139 800.00

3.11    Children in Institutional Care: Rights and Protection for Children in Sri

Lanka

Organization:  Save the Children Canada
Partner: Save the Children UK (Sri Lanka)


University of Colombo


University of Jaffna


Centre for Women’s Research (CENWOR)


School of Child and Youth Care at Ryerson University
Country/Region: Sri Lanka

Summary of Proposal:

Problem: This research intends to investigate the issue of children living in institutional care in Sri Lanka. There is currently a lack of in depth information about children living in institutional care throughout the country.  The popular conception is that the quality of service and care in institutions is more custodial than developmental in approach.  Questions about access to education, play and recreational facilities, psychological counselling, children with special needs, girl children and abuse still remain to be answered in a systematic and concise manner.  Concerns that these institutions have been used as venues for political (i.e. recruitment of child soldiers) and religious indoctrination also exist.   This situation is further compounded by the fact that national policies regarding institutional care for children are close to 30 years old.  Even more importantly, they are not consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

How the Problem will be addressed:  A child rights approach will serve as the conceptual framework for the project.  Applying a child rights approach within this project involves:  understanding that children living in institutional care have unique rights as outlined in the CRC; recognizing the centrality of children’s participation and voice through the utilization of child participatory methodologies; approaching research questions and analysis from a child-centred perspective; recognizing the role of multi stakeholders in addressing the rights of children in institutional care, in this case government, institutions, staff, communities and the children themselves.  Children will be involved at various stages in this research, particularly in providing input and acting as advisors.  Eight to ten experiential youth, sixteen years of age or above, will be selected to form the Research Advisory Group for the project.

Goals/Outcomes:  The objectives of this research are:  to enhance knowledge and expertise on protection and rights of children living in institutional care and to use this knowledge to promote research-based policy change and implementation of best practices and suitable alternatives to institutional care where necessary; to collect and document basic information regarding institutional care of children in select geographical areas in Sri Lanka; to determine the current quality of service and care in institutions and to identify good practice where applicable; to assess the existing policy, procedural and regulatory environment in supporting the best interests of children in institutional care settings; to identify causal factors for the institutionalisation of children and to track reported preventative practices and alternatives to institutional care; and to identify policy and programming recommendations to ensure the protection and realisation of the rights of children in institutional care.

Amount Approved: $149,509.00

3.12   Socio-economic Factors Contributing to Girl Child Abuse in Botswana

Organization: WUSC
Partner: Childline Botswana

Country/Region: Botswana

Summary of Proposal:

Problem:  It is widely acknowledged that child sexual abuse, particularly among girls, is a serious problem in Botswana, one that is exacerbated by the breakdown of the traditional extended family and the 36% HIV/AIDS rate among adults.  Increasingly children are more and more vulnerable to the advances of predators.  Unfortunately, government has not put into place the programs, policies and resources needed to prevent child sexual abuse or to help its survivors.  Furthermore, the social and economic factors specific to Botswana that may lead to child sexual abuse need to be clearly identified and understood.

How the Problem will be addressed:  The sexual exploitation of children in Botswana will be studied through a series of interviews and focus group discussions with health practitioners, social workers, police officers, community leaders, donor agencies, policy makers and administrators and the media.  The viewpoints of survivors of sexual abuse will be examined by researchers, using methods of assessing child sexual abuse that are recognized and accepted as vehicles of disclosure.

Goals/Outcomes:  The overall objective of the study will be to investigate girl-child sexual abuse in Botswana and identify the major economic, social and situational factors that contribute to the problem.  Childline will use the results of the study to:  lobby government for a coherent, national child welfare policy as it relates to sexual abuse; develop Botswana-specific literature for the prevention of sexual abuse of children; develop new and refine existing Childline programs, services and strategies; lobby to change the teachers’ code of conduct and establish a procedure for complaints in schools; and raise public awareness and concern in order to treat this problem and its causes, which have traditionally been taboo subjects in Botswana.  

Amount Approved: $95 830.00
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