EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE MAIN ASPECTS OF CONCERN RELATED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD IN EL SALVADOR
The Alternative Report prepared by CLADEM develops with special interest seven aspects included in the Convention:
I. GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION---- Articles 4, 42 and 44 paragraph 6 
It is important that the Salvadoran Institute for the Integral Development of children and adolescents (Desarrollo Integral de la Niñez y Adolescencia, ISNA) controls the situation of girls and boys younger than five year old that live with their mothers in different penitentiaries with the aim of guaranteeing a dignified life.  On May 2002, the local Legislative Assembly began a debate process with the purpose of coming to an agreement on the content of the Law of Integral Protection of Childhood and Adolescence, which has been passed up to March 26th, 2009 and as a consequence it will come into effect on April 16th, 2010.   
RECOMMENDATIONS
· To recognize girls and boys that live with their mother in penitentiaries as subjects of right and therefore, part of ISNAS´ budget should be assigned to the adoption of effective measures for the protection of human rights.
· To create a National System of Integral Protection of Childhood and Adolescence, non bureaucratic and with simple mechanisms that would allow to control the implementation of the Convention in the framework of the Observation 16 issued by this Committee on June 2004.
· To instruct governmental and non governmental sectors on the content of the Law of Integral Protection of Childhood and Adolescence with the aim of preventing abuse of authority specially against girls and adolescents.
II. GENERAL PRINCIPLES-------- Articles 2, 3 and 6
The alarming situation in El Salvador due to cases of child abuse, sexual violence and death of children and adolescents contradicts the State’s obligations as to strive for non discrimination and give priority to the best interest of under age children. During 2004 – 2007, the cases of child abuse increased from 1,818 cases reported in the year 2004 to 4,403 in 2007. On average, a minor is abandoned every two days somewhere in El Salvador. As regards sexual aggression, in 2004, 430 cases were reported and in 2008, 872 cases. According to data from the Legal Medicine Institute, during the period 2005 - 2008 were reported the assassination of 21 people younger than one year old, seven children were between one and four years, and 74 people were between 10 and 14 year olds. During the year 2007 and the first semester of 2008, the Civil National Police reported the murder of 47 girls in comparison to 227 boys. Of this total number of cases, it is not known how many have been solved since the Attorney General of the Republic does not segregate the information from the basic stage of the investigation.
RECOMMENDATIONS
· The Salvadoran State should put into effect the Observation 26 issued by this Committee on June, 2004, which states that it should “Intensify its preventive and suppressive activities of all forms of discrimination to indigenous children, with disabilities or female (highlighted by them)”.
· To adopt effective measures to face up the high level of violence and criminality against girls and adolescents according to the rights recognized in the Convention.
· To instruct on violence based on gender to public servants and service providers in the justice administration for childhood and adolescence with the aim of abolishing patriarchal criteria in connection with girls and adolescents as subjects of human rights.
· To create a national mechanism to gather information and statistics on deaths of girls, boys and adolescents.
III. BASIC HEALTH AND WELFARE -----------  Articles 6 paragraph 2, 23, 24, 26 and 27
The rate of infant mortality is an important indicator to evaluate the efficiency of the country’s health services since it reflects the influence of environmental, economic and educational factors that affect health. Infant mortality was 16 for the year 2008; death during childhood, of children younger than 5 years was 19. The indicators have decreased but in comparison to countries like Costa Rica they are almost twice. Data from the vaccination coverage of the National Family Health Survey FESAL 2008 and the Ministry of Public Health and Social Assistance, MSPAS show difference as regards magnitude. The FESAL 2008 estimates that the coverage went up 9 points per cent from 81.2% in 2002/03 to 90.4% in 2008. As regards the coverage of the first year, FESAL estimates a coverage of 85%. The MSPAS reports a coverage above 94%.   The prevalence of diarrhea was 13.8% and respiratory infections 28%. Both entities have, as in the previous indicators, a significant rural urban gap.  The diarrhea was the fifth cause of infant mortality in 2008. The pneumonia was the third cause of infant death in 2008, most of these deaths are easily to prevent with nowadays health technology. Teenagers´pregnancies are above 30%. Of the total number of labors assisted in the maternity National Hospital, 33% are teenagers´labors.   Pregnancy at this age is related to several factors such as sexual abuse of boys and girls at an early age, the early beginning of sexual relations, the low perception of the risk of having a pregnancy as well as the acquisition of sexual transmitted diseases including HIV. Most of these factors are related to the lack of sexual and reproductive education and the low social protection of children and adolescents. There is not updated information on disability nor organized by age, recent information (2001) mentions a prevalence of 17% in the infant and juvenile population.  According to mothers, there exists discrimination to the right to health in children with disabilities. Finally, social violence indexes in El Salvador, diminish the welfare situation of children, raising the probabilities that they lose their lives or become a disabled. According to the last figures provided by Legal Medicine and Benjamin  Bloom Infant Hospital , during 2008, 44 children died because of a bullet injury, 36 boys and 8 girls; during 2009, from January to July, 38 minors between 0 and 12 years died due to a gun.
RECOMMENDATIONS

· To increase the budget on basic aspects of health as to diminish infant mortality rate and the prevalence of diseases related to the basic vaccination schedule.
· To pay special attention to adolescents in the access to sexual and reproductive education and health services specialized in pregnancy prevention and sexually transmitted diseases. 
· To update the census of disabled population focusing on children and adolescents and to increase the budget necessary to speed up the policies of prevention and special protection existent and guarantee the access of special population to quality services. 
a. EDUCATION ---------- Articles 28 and 29
Even though from 1992 to 2004 El Salvador has progressed from 22% to 60% as regards education, this piece of information shows that with the rhythm of advancement of 2.5 annual on average it would not be enough to fulfill the objective for 2015, so it would be needed a rhythm of 5% annual on average. The objective of ODM 2 is very difficult with current educational policies. 
RECOMMENDATIONS
· To increase the per capita budget for the infant population with the aim of overcoming the deficiencies in initial education and school desertion during the first and second phase.
· To implement public policies in the National Educational System oriented to provide sexual education on all educational levels of the SEN with the aim of preventing the increase of adolescent pregnancies and promoting a responsible sexuality.
· To guarantee secular education with the purpose of eradicating stereotyped forms on gender relations that promote patriarchal values of control on the self-esteem and autonomy of the girls.
b. CHILD LABOR AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION --------- Articles 32, 34 and 36
Even though the efforts to eradicate the worst forms of child labor and the existence of a legal framework related to its eradication, the child population that works has risen little by little, of the group of children between 5 and 9 year old, 3.4% works, of the group 10-14, 43.7% works while in the population between 15 and 17 year old the percentage that works is 52%. Of this figure, 71.9% are boys and 28.1 are girls.  In real practice, it seems that children protection parameters are not taken into account.
RECOMMENDATIONS
· To guarantee children and young people basic programs with gender equity so that through access to education decreases the proliferation of child labor and the different forms of exploitation.
· To implement programs of family protection that contribute to the overcoming of poverty and decreases the labor alternatives and child exploitation.
· To implement mechanisms of control and fulfillment of the legislative, social and educational measures for the eradication of child labor and exploitation to which the state has committed with at a national and international level.
c. GIRLS, BOYS AND ADOLESCENTS´TRADE ------ Article 32
El Salvador is a country of traffic, destiny and origin of women, boys and girls and adolescents´ trade with the purpose of sexual exploitation, it functions through webs which keep in touch with different types of businesses used as a façade. In the year 2005, 32 under age victims of sexual exploitation were rescued; 65 dealers were captured and taken to court. In the year 2006, 118 trade victims were protected in a place called Albergue de Huellas, under the supervision of the National Committee against Trade; 150 women –most of them girls between 14 and 17 years old– were rescued by the Civil National Police; 67 people were processed, but only 4 were sentenced. In the year 2007, the frontier Division of the Civil National Police reported 84 trade cases. The frontier division of the Civil National Police reports that since 2005, 221 cases in total have been registered, only 71 of them being resolved, 174 arrested people, with only 13 sentenced cases in 2007 and 2008, being those of 2009 at public sight. Despite the creation of the National Committee against people’s trade since 2005 and the existence of rules and regulations, these present holes and difficulties for their implementation.
RECOMMENDATIONS
·  To supervise thoroughly the judicial procedures to give prove that civil servants do their duty according to the law.
·  To assign enough budgets to resolve monitoring issues, data registration, diffusion and successful interventions.
IV. OPTIONAL PROTOCOL OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD RELATED TO CHILDREN’S SALES, PROSTITUTION AND THE USE OF CHILDREN IN PORNOGRAPHY.
There is scarce official information on the use of boys and girls with pornographic purposes. In El Salvador fifteen places of children´s pornograghy have been detected on the web and they are now being investigated. Even though it is true that there is no absolute certainty that the pictures from the website belong to Salvadoran boys and/or girls, investigations have not finished. The pictures do not give the clear impression to be related to Salvadoran places: those who took them were careful that the authorities could not find places or they took pictures or made videos from small telephones or digital cameras. Difficulties are not only present at the level of investigation, but also the Salvadoran penal legislation in charge of sanctioning pornography shows its emptiness. For example, the difficulty with Article 173 from the Penal Code is that if there is no Salvadoran boy or girl affected by the pictures, the crime is not applicable in the local court. 
RECCOMENDATION
· To realize campaigns to prevent the fraud in girls and teenagers so as to avoid them to take part in international networks of pornography.
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