IDA suggested questions for List of Issues on Cambodia


International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, Inclusion International,

International Federation of Hard of Hearing People,

Rehabilitation International, World Blind Union,

World Federation of the Deaf, World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum, Pacific Disability Forum,
Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con 
Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS)

Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues 
for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 56th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

CAMBODIA

State report


Cambodia has signed but not yet ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
Select references to children with disabilities in the State report:
25. MoSVY revised a draft law on the rights of the disabled persons in the end 2006, which is being considered by the Council of Ministers and submitted to the National Assembly for ratify. The purpose of law is to strengthen the protection of the rights and interests of disabled and to suppress discrimination against them. Those rights are stipulated in the Constitution of Cambodia and treaties which Cambodia is party, namely right to life, education, access to health services. According to the law, the Royal Government of Cambodia shall create programmes preventing disability of every citizen through health care during pregnancy, provision of physically supporting food. Disabled students are entitled to study at educational institution, and those from poor family are entitled to access to public (state) equity education without tuition.

A-
Non-discrimination (art. 2)


51. MoEYS has eliminated all informal contributions by parents for students in basic education level, because the government has increased the budget package to schools for implementation. The ministry has strengthened the management of learning and teaching, supported and offered scholarships to poor pupils, particularly girl students in total 60374 which are living in rural, isolate, facing difficulty area and minority group to enable them to attend school. This program was implemented in 215 village’s primary schools in 17 provinces and cities in academic year 2003-2004. Moreover, the ministry provided priority to new graduated female teachers choose a school, which is enable go to work, in order to avoid the difficulty because of workplaces are isolate that effect to their own safety. The ministry has provided opportunities to female disability pupils studied in Disable Children Centres by providing scholarship, pay attention to livelihoods, meal and appropriate dress. … Furthermore, Ministry drafted Law on Education; one of the purposes is to eliminate discrimination basing on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political opinion, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.   
84. The government continuously increased allowance for children in the orphanages. At the end of 2006 the government issued sub-degree No.116 stated on allowances policy for children staying in government’s orphanages. According to this sub-degree the babies under 2 years old receive 60,000 KhRiels for milk; 120,000 KhRiels for clothes, basic materials, hygiene and treatment. Children above 2 years of age receive 45,000 KhRiels for meals; 120,000 KhRiels for clothes school, sport and other basic materials and treatment. Children who are chronic ills, disabled and HIV/AIDS receive 20,000 KhRiels more for their health care. The sub-decree also lists the number of caretakers in state facilities according to number and age of children: 1:3 for babies under one year, 1:5 for 1-3 year olds, 1:10/15 for children above 3 years old and 1:2 for children with disabilities
C-
Children with Disabilities (art. 23)


122. The Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation (MoSVY) established the Disability Action Council (DAC) through a Prakas No. 308 dated on 26 October 1999. DAC is the permanent semi-autonomous body that has the role to provide consultation on issues related to the welfare of disable people in collaboration with government, policy maker, and NGOs representatives, to coordinate and prepare a comprehensive national approach for rehabilitation, a provision of equal opportunity, and prevention of disability. 

123. MoEYS, in collaboration with MoSVY and DAC, developed a policy on education for children with disabilities, which has been submitted to MoEYS for approval and implementation. At present, the draft of the main plan for executing this policy has been finalized. The training manual on inclusive education policy for children with disabilities has been prepared for the functional trainers and student trainers. UNICEF is currently providing technical and financial assistance for developing such document. Currently, MoEYS is equipping the schools with tools of collecting data on disabled children through Education Management Information System (EMIS).

124. In 2000, MoSVY in collaboration with DAC and other development partners started a rehabilitation programme and other programmes to promote the wellbeing of disabled children.  Recipients of the programme include: 

-
72 children with disabilities (32 boys and 40 girls) living in state- run centres;

-
2,007 children with disabilities (1,148 boys and 859 girls) receiving support services from NGOs;

-
8,793 children with disabilities (7,217 boys) living in communities in 20 provinces and municipalities.

125. The 2007, statistics on disabled children writes that:

-
There were 103 children with disabilities (68 boys and 35 girls) living in state- run centres.

-
There were 857 children with disability (526 boys; 331 girls) receiving support services form NGOs (9 NGOs).

-
There were 13,598 children with disabilities living in communities in 11 provinces and municipalities (86 districts).  

126. In 2006, MoSVY and DAC, with support from UNICEF, established a community-based project to strengthen MoSVY’s staff capacity to coordinating victim assistance services being provided by various actors including local and international NGOs.  The initiative aims to improve linkages between MoSAVY and victim assistance partners through national coordination; monitoring and evaluation of community based rehabilitation, standardization of disability awareness raising materials and promote community participation to empower people with disabilities in making decision on their needs and requirements. 
127. Each year, out of 1,433 children with disabilities 721 receive rehabilitation service and are monitored and consulted by NGOs.  2,661 sets of prosthetics have been provided. 749 children with disabilities were integrated into secondary education. There are 22 medical doctors and 22 nurses serving in selected referral district hospitals trained in basic surgical skills to promote immediate care for land mine victims.
E-
Adolescent Health


132. MoEYS and other relevant ministries have been working closely with development partners to integrate issues of general and reproductive health, and AIDS into the school curriculum.  In 2005, MoH worked with health development partners to integrate adolescent reproductive health service into the existing public health service system as well as the development of protocol and documents for training health workers. There are 12 health centres that have provided adolescent reproductive health service since 2005.

133. Mental health programme has been strengthened and expanded to include diagnosis and treatment of paediatric psychiatry being provided in a hospital and 13 health centres. The mental health program has also provided a series of training for psychiatrists and nurses.
Suggestions for list of issues
· How does the Government ensure that views of children with disabilities are heard and that they exercise their freedom of expression and freedom of information on an equal basis with others?
· Does the Disability Action Council regularly and closely consult with persons with disabilities and their representative organisations, including children with disabilities, in the elaboration of policies and programmes relating to disability?

· Please indicate how disability is defined, what types of disability are recognized, and if the same definition is applied for all purposes.
· How does the Government ensure that views of children with disabilities are heard and that they exercise their freedom of expression and freedom of information on an equal basis with others? 
· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?

· What is a Disabled Children Centre (see para 51)? What steps are being taken to implement inclusive education for children with disabilities, including the development of accessible curricula, the training of all teachers and school staff, making schools accessible for children with disabilities, raising community awareness of the benefits of inclusive schools, etc.
· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children have an individual education plan setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning?
· What measures are being put in place to eliminate institutionalisation of children and to build up community based services and support to children with disabilities and their families? 
· Are there laws that authorize institutionalization of children or placement in locked facilities, for reasons based on mental health or other disability of the child, against the will of the child or against the will of his/her parents?  If so, what is being done to abolish such laws and end such institutionalisation?

· Please indicate the extent of use of psychotropic medication with children, in the community and in state-run institutions and centres, the purposes for which such medications are being used, and whether the children as well as their parents have the right and opportunity to make free and informed choices about these medications.

· Please describe the pediatric psychiatry program and indicate whether alternatives to the medical model of psychiatric diagnosis and treatment are available for adolescents seeking mental health services.
· How does the state monitor the well-being of children with disabilities in care in a state run centre? Please provide information on the occurrences of penalties and prosecutions arising out of breach of duty state care.
· Is it possible for children with disabilities to be placed in a family setting such as within a foster family rather than into state care?
· What measures are in place to inform and assist children to signal abuse of their rights?  Are these measures accessible to children with disabilities? What specific measures are in place to ensure the protection of rights of children with disabilities in state care and/or foster care?
· Are complaint mechanisms made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school, in care facilities? Please provide statistics on the incidences of violence experienced by children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities.
· How are children with disabilities educated about sexual and reproductive health and how can they have access to services and assistance with respect to their right to sexual and reproductive health in accordance with their age and maturity?
· What steps are currently being taken to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol?
Recommendations of the Committee:





Effective measures to eliminate discrimination against girls in particular with regard to their access to education   


Eliminate discrimination against children living and/or working on the streets, children belonging to minority groups especially of Vietnamese origin, children affected by HIV/AIDS and children with disability 





Recommendations of the Committee: 


Work in close collaboration with and support the activities of NGOs working in this field in order to develop early identification programmes to prevent disabilities


Implement alternative measures to the institutionalization of children with disabilities 


Plan and carry out awareness-raising campaigns to reduce discrimination


Establish special education programmes and centres and encourage the inclusion of disabled children in the educational system and society 


Establish adequate monitoring of private institutions for children with disabilities 





Recommendations of the Committee: 





Comprehensive and multidisciplinary study to determine the scope of adolescent health problems, including mental health, as a basis for promoting adolescent health policies and strengthening reproductive health education 


Development of child-friendly counselling services as well as care and rehabilitation facilities for adolescents    
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