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“ASEAN Human Rights Body Should Be Strong Enough to Protect the Rights of 
Children in ASEAN”

Public Statement of Child Rights Organizations in Southeast Asia
30 June 2009

We are representatives of child rights organizations working in Southeast Asia who 
have closely monitored and engaged in the debates and the developments around the creation 
of the ASEAN Human Rights Body (AHRB). We would like to acknowledge the efforts of 
the High Level Panel (HLP) in developing concrete and sound inputs for the terms of 
reference (TOR) of the envisaged regional mechanism to ensure the protection and promotion 
of the rights of peoples in ASEAN.

We acknowledge the intention of most of the members of the HLP to put forward a 
TOR that gives primary focus on roles and functions to promote human rights in the region. 
Indeed, there is a need to raise awareness about human rights norms and standards, ensure the 
integration of human rights in the operations of ASEAN, and build capacities of both national 
and regional actors to address human rights concerns. We think that having such promotional 
roles is a strategic move towards the achievement of a long-term vision of having a human 
rights-responsive, caring and sharing ASEAN community.

However, ASEAN should not lose sight of the immediate human rights violations 
committed against children in the region. ASEAN should no longer employ a weak hand in 
protecting the rights of children especially when its member states have failed to fulfil their 
human rights obligations.

As stipulated in the Charter, ASEAN shall act in accordance with one of its guiding 
principles, i.e. “respect for fundamental freedoms, the promotion and protection of human 
rights, and the promotion of social justice” (Article 2.2.I). As such, ASEAN already has a 
mandate to ensure the protection of the rights of people, particularly children, who are 
victims of or are vulnerable to human rights violations. The said principle raises the 
importance for the HLP to include the following protection-related mandates in the AHRB’s 
TOR:

Review the policies and practices of states and non-state actors and ensure these comply 
with international human rights standards and principles;

Set up monitoring and reporting mechanisms that will examine the general situation of 
children in members countries as well as specific cases of child rights violations;

Set up an accessible and effective complaints mechanism that will provide redress for 
victims of child rights violations;

Establish special procedures such as special rapporteurs, independent experts and special 
representatives mandated to conduct individual or group communication with victims of 
child rights violations and other stakeholders, and recommend policies and programmatic 
actions.
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We are concerned that the non-inclusion of the abovementioned protection-related 
mandates is a blatant disregard of the fundamental human rights obligations of states and of 
the principles of the ASEAN Charter. 

We believe that the non-inclusion of the protection-related mandates sends a signal to 
children in Southeast Asia that ASEAN is not willing to and capable of ensuring their safety 
and security amidst the existing threats they experience.

Endorsed by:

Burma

Aung Myo Min, Executive Director, Human Rights Education Institute of Burma and Focal 
Point, Burma Against Child Trafficking

Cambodia

Chea Pyden, Focal Point, Cambodia Against Child Trafficking

Pear Sokreasmey, Representative, Child Assistance for Mobilization and Participation

Mom Thany, Executive Director, Child Rights Foundation

Indonesia

Antarini P. Arna, Director, Yayasan Pemantau Hak Anak

Diena Haryana, Chairperson, Yayasan Semai Jiwa Amini

Muhammad Jailani, Executive Director, Yayasan KKSP Center for Child Rights Education 
and Information (KKSP)

Emmy Lucy Smith, National Coordinator, Indonesia Against Child Trafficking

Malaysia

Nooreen Preusser, Training Director, P.S. The Children

Philippines

Agnes Zenaida Camacho, Program Officer, Psychosocial Support and Children’s Rights 
Resource Center

Marcelina Carpizo, Chairperson, Philippines Against Child Trafficking

Irene V. Fonacier-Felizar, President, Center for the Promotion, Advocacy and Protection of 
the Rights of the Child 
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Roldan Gonzales, Executive Director, Gitib Inc. and External Affairs Officer, Mindanao 
Convenors Against Corporal Punishment

Cristina Lomoljo, Executive Director, Balay Integrated Rehabilitation Center for Total 
Human Development

Marco Puzon, National Coordinator, Philippine Coalition to Protect Children Involved in 
Armed Conflict

Thailand

Juthamas Rajchaprasit, Regional Coordinator, Child Trafficking Watch-Thailand

Siriporn Skrobanek, Chairperson, Foundation for Women

Vietnam

Huynh Kiem Tien, Program Coordinator, Ho Chi Minh City Child Welfare Foundation

Nguyen Thi Huong, Director, CENFORCHIL and Director, Paradise of Children Network 
(PCnet)

Regional Organizations

Amihan Abueva, Regional Coordinator, Asia Against Child Trafficking

Alberto Cacayan, Regional Coordinator, Terre Des Hommes-Germany Coordination Office 
in Southeast Asia

Anna Malindog, Executive Director, People’s Partner for Development and Democracy

Ryan Silverio, Regional Coordinator, Southeast Asia Coalition to Stop the Use of Child 
Soldiers

Yuyun Wahyuningrum, Program Manager, Asia Forum for Human Rights and Development 
(Forum-Asia)


