Special Session for Children/ World Fit for Children + 5 Review – 11-12th December 2007
Nominations for Children and Young People’s Participation in the Roundtables
1. BACKGROUND
From 8 to 10 May 2002, over 400 children participated in the most important international conference on children held at the United Nations in New York in more than a decade - the Special Session of the UN General Assembly on Children (SSC). There the nations of the world committed themselves to a series of goals to improve the situation of children and young people. The Special Session was a landmark, the first such Session devoted exclusively to children and the first to include them as official delegates in the United Nations. It was convened to review progress since the World Summit for Children (WSC) in 1990 and to re-energize global commitment to children's rights. About 70 Heads of State and/or Government, their deputies, together with many high-ranking government delegations came to New York to take part in the Session. 
The Special Session was preceded by a Children’s Forum attended by children from about 100 countries. The Forum provided an opportunity for children to discuss important issues and come up with ways for Governments, civil-society organizations and children to work together to make the world a better place for everyone.  They presented their views in the statement 'A World Fit for Us', at the Opening of the General Assembly debate, formally addressing the Assembly on behalf of children for the first time in the United Nations history.

The Special Session culminated in the official adoption, by some 180 nations, of its outcome document, 'A World Fit for Children'. The new agenda for - and with - the world's children, included many specific goals and targets for the next decade on four key priorities: promoting healthy lives; providing quality education for all; protecting children against abuse, exploitation and violence; and combating HIV/AIDS.  
In June 2007, the UN General Assembly decided to convene a commemorative high-level plenary meeting to evaluate progress made in the implementation of the Declaration and the Plan of Action contained in the document “A World Fit for Children”. This Commemorative Event (also known as the ‘Special Session / World Fit for Children+5 Review’) will comprise plenary sessions and two thematic interactive Roundtables to be held in New York on 11 and 12 December 2007. 
2. CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMEMORATIVE EVENT
The UN General Assembly has invited 20 children and young people and 20 representatives of NGOs to participate in the 2 Roundtable discussions during the Commemorative Event. The UN General Assembly has asked that the names of the 20 children and young people be submitted to it by 30th September 2007. 
The General Assembly has also determined that a girl and a boy will be selected through a process organized by UNICEF to address the high-level plenary meeting at its closing session. Governments will also be invited to include children in their official delegations to the commemorative event. It is also expected that youth organizations and NGOs will also be bringing children to New York during this event.
Furthermore, a Children’s Forum is being organized prior to the commemorative event from 9 to 10 December 2007 in order to prepare children for the meeting and to provide a space where they can articulate their views on progress on the WFFC and other important issues and problems affecting young people around the world.   More details on this will follow at a later date.
3. NOMINATIONS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE ROUNDTABLES
It is in this context that UNICEF, in collaboration with the Global Movement for Children (GMC), has setup a selection process to identify the 20 children and young people who will participate in the Roundtables. UNICEF and the Global Movement for Children (GMC) partners will each select a group of 10 children and young people to participate in the SSC/WFFC+5 Roundtables. The selection criteria for both groups are the same. 

Children selected to participate will represent their peers. At the time of the meeting, they should be under 18 years, have a working knowledge of English or any other UN language and demonstrate ability to advocate on the issues and problems that concern them. They should show special interest in and understanding of the topics addressed by WFFC and experience of working on one or more of these topics. Children under 18 years of age will be accompanied by an adult chaperone.
3.1 Selection Criteria for child delegates
· Age: At the time of the meeting, the child delegate should preferably be between 13 to 17 years old

· Life experience and community involvement: The child delegate should have direct experience or expertise in issues and current involvement in activities (including projects, research and advocacy) in their school, community or country that pertain to at least one - preferably more - themes of the Commemorative Event  – viz, Healthy Lives, Quality Education, Protection and HIV/AIDS.
· Many groups of children tend to get excluded from attending international meetings.  Therefore, children from the following backgrounds are encouraged to be considered for nomination: children from rural areas, children with disabilities, children from ethnic minority groups, working children, and children from a variety of social groupings.
· Wherever possible, the child delegate should be mandated by their peers in a group or organization to attend the meeting as they will speak on behalf of a broader cross-section of their country’s children.  

· The child delegate should have a sound understanding and experience of issues related to children and young people in their country.

· The child delegate should be part of an existing peer group or organization so that s/he can feedback their experiences and learning on their return, and propose ways of action to other children after the meeting.

· Public Speaking and Media: The child delegate should be willing and able to speak confidently in public, and to make representations to the media as necessary.

· Gender: Efforts will be made to ensure that an equal number of boys and girls are selected to participate in the Roundtables.  Child delegates and their chaperone should be aware that some meetings will take place in a large mixed group although some single sex small group activities may be provided if necessary.

· Religion: Child delegates of all faiths are welcome; any particular requirements for child delegates (e.g. dietary needs, space for prayer or particular requirements for sharing bedrooms etc) should be communicated in advance to the organizers.

3.2 Chaperones
· Each young person who attends this meeting will be accompanied by a designated adult chaperone.  

· The person designated as the chaperone for each young person is responsible for the welfare and safety of the young person at all times.  It is important that the responsibilities of the chaperone are fully explained and agreed upon before departure to the meeting, including the child delegate and his/her parents/guardians.

· The chaperone should ideally be someone who knows the child delegate, who speaks the same language and with whom the child has a trusting relationship. 
· Gender balance should be considered – girl delegates should be accompanied by women.  
· The chaperones will be asked to translate for the young person in their care. The chaperone is, thus, required to have a working knowledge of English. 
3.3 Language

· The official working language will be English. 
· Familiarity with one of the UN languages (English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Chinese) will definitely be an asset. Translation in the UN languages and all other languages will have to be provided by the accompanying chaperone/translator during the Children’s Forum. Simultaneous translation and interpretation in all the UN languages will be provided only during the commemorative event.
3.4 The Nomination Process
· Nominations forms have been prepared and should be used by any organization intending to nominate a child or young person to participate in the Roundtables at the Commemorative Event. 
· The deadline for nominations from NGOs and children’s organizations through the GMC process is 24th September – this is required in order to enable a balanced group of names to be presented to the UN General Assembly by 30th September as requested. 

· Completed GMC nomination forms should be sent by 24th September to e.nilsson@savethechildren.org.uk
· The decision about which 10 children and young people will be put forward to the President of the General Assembly as participants in the round table will be made by a small ad hoc group made up of participation experts from the organizations represented in the GMC Convening Committee. Their decision will be made on the basis of the criteria set out above and will be final.
· Nominees will be advised by the beginning of October if they are to receive an invitation from the President of the General Assembly.  Nominees would need to be aware of the U.S. visa application process and timetable.  If a visa is necessary, application for it would need to be made at least a month before the intended date of arrival in the U.S.
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