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[Hong Kong Coalition for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Means of contact.]
Articles 8 and 9
1. Families are not given adequate support to live with their children with disabilities. Many children with disabilities are therefore forced to live separately from their parents in e.g. Residential Special Child Care Centres, which provide residential services for children with moderate or severe disabilities. However, such children would usually be confined to the institutions and find it difficult to enjoy proper community life. The right of these children with disabilities to live independently in the community is therefore not fully respected.
Suggested questions for the list of issues:
2. Please provide information on residential homes for children with disabilities. How many children live away from their families in institutions? What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family settings in the community so as to eliminate the institutionalization of children in residential institutions? What steps are being taken to build up community based services and support (including but not limited to increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster families? Does the Government have a plan for the reintegration of children with disabilities into the community and specifically family settings?

Articles 12 and 13
3. There are different aspects of child rights including protection, provision and participation. The government focuses on protection and provision but relatively ignores children’s participation in its policy making and implementation. For example, the children’s views to live in the community with their families are not sought after nor fully respected.

Suggested questions:
4. Please provide information on what steps the government has taken to elicit and give due weight to the views of children, and provide opportunities for those views to be heard in administrative and judicial settings, including but not limited to children with disabilities, relating to their own care and welfare, public affairs, government policies, measures and legislation, the implementation of the rights of the child and the effectiveness of such implementation. With specific reference to children with disabilities, what such steps have been taken to elicit their views with regard to education and independent living in the community, and to provide age- and disability-appropriate support for the expression of their views on an equal basis with other children?

Articles 17 and 24
5. With respect to provision of facilities in local communities, Hong Kong is failing to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. Local resistance is often encountered during district consultations on the siting of residential and support services for persons with disabilities. The HKSAR Government often adopted a majoritarian approach by giving too much weight to the views of the residents in the neighbourhood of the proposed facilities and thus most of the services cannot be set up and operated due to local community resistance.

Suggested questions:
6. What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What measures, including but not limited to the implementation of public campaigns, are being taken in conjunction with organizations of persons with disabilities, to combat stigma associated with children with disabilities and to promote the acceptance by families and the public at large of care for children with disabilities in a family setting?
 

7. What measures have been adopted to ensure that information and education relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and sexually transmitted diseases, as well as related healthcare and support services are provided to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate and accessible formats?

Articles 19, 34 and 37

8. The Disability Discrimination Ordinance is a law to protect people against discrimination, harassment and vilification on the ground of disability. However, it imposes little positive obligation on the Government to promote equal opportunities and has a much narrower scope than international human rights standards.
Suggested questions:
9. Please provide information on the number of complaints lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities and their carers over the past 5 years and the outcomes, including sanctions which were imposed against individuals as well as public and private bodies for such violations of rights.
10. How is information on how to seek help and lodge complaints made available and accessible to children with disabilities regarding violence, exploitation, or harmful practices?
Articles 23, 24, 26 and 27

11. The HKSAR Government maintains the outdated traditional and medical approach regarding the rights of persons with disabilities mostly as a concern of welfare and rehabilitation. Eligibility to most public benefits, support and services specifically for persons with disabilities are basically dependent on the results of medical diagnosis. Such an approach fails to take into account the interaction with surrounding environment and the actual circumstances of persons with disabilities such as their employment skills and family conditions.

Suggested questions:
12. What measures are being taken by the HKSAR to adopt a social and human rights based approach in accordance with the CRPD to address attitudinal and environmental barriers to the rights of children with disabilities, including awareness raising campaigns and training of government officials, decision-makers, and all professionals working with and for children?
Articles 28 and 29
13. Students with disabilities are admitted to special schools and mainstream schools. Students studying in special schools are not entitled to an inclusive curriculum and thus not always supported with equitable teaching resources, while students in inclusive schools suffer from inadequate and unaccountable resource support to facilitate equitable learning opportunities. Adequate efforts and resources should be devoted to the training of teachers and to support teachers and schools to assist and educate students with disabilities in schools.
Suggested questions:
14. What steps are being taken to ensure that children with disabilities, including those who are living in institutions, receive an inclusive and quality education? How many children are taught in inclusive classrooms, how many in segregated settings?

15. What steps are being taken to develop an inclusive education policy including a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? 
16. What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream publically funded schools are accessible to children with disabilities including but not limited to the provision of access and other adapted facilities and environment, teacher training, and development of appropriate curricula?

17. What steps have been taken to include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training at universities and teacher training institutions, to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused into training process to ensure proper understanding and implementation of these values and principles from the outset of teacher training and throughout every teacher’s career? What measures are taken to ensure the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments and the allocation of resources for these purposes? Does the law provide enforceable remedies to children with disabilities and their families who have been refused access to inclusive education, or who have been denied the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education? Please provide concrete cases in which remedies were provided in such cases.

18. Please provide information on support to children who are deaf or hard of hearing. What are the measures to support children with hearing disabilities to learn oral language or sign language? Are they genuinely free to make informed choices of their modes of communication with adequate professional support? What measures are being taken for the official recognition of Hong Kong sign language? What steps are being taken to ensure the teaching of sign language in mainstream schools and for the provision of sign language interpreters to ensure that children who are deaf can enjoy their right to inclusive education on an equal basis with others? 

Article 31
19. Without adequate support from the schools, the opportunities of students with disabilities to participate in extracurricular, cultural and leisure activities may be undermined.
Suggested questions:
20. How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities enjoy, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others, extracurricular, cultural and leisure activities organised by schools and other public and private bodies, such as guided tours, educational visits, sports events, play and other recreation?
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