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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues 
for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 56th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

CZECH REPUBLIC
State report


The Czech Republic ratified the CRPD on 28 September 2009.

Select references to children with disabilities in the state report: 

22.
In terms of health care, the Ministry of Health is in charge of the issues of children at risk. The Ministry deals in particular with the issues of… support for families with children with disabilities (rehabilitation stays, education activities of e.g. diabetic children and their family members, etc.).
23.
Children’s homes, children’s homes with a school, psychiatric reformatories for delinquent juveniles (diagnostic institutes) and reformatories for delinquent children fall within the remits of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports that participates in the preparation of legal rules and methodological materials for alternative care; centres for upbringing care as facilities for the provision of preventive upbringing care preceding ordering of the institutional care also fall within the remits of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports performs regular checks examining respect for rights of children placed in the facilities. Individual school facilities provide assistance to children in facilities before their release and prepare them for starting their new life and in collaboration with authorities for social and legal protection of children and providers of social services participate in the arrangement of accommodation and employment for them.

43.
In the area of the educational system, data on children, pupils and students are included in statistical statements for various types of schools. These data include numbers of pupils attending schools, including children, pupils and students with disabilities (hereinafter referred to as “pupils”), their numbers, assignment to schools intended separately for these pupils, individual integration into normal schools and numbers of foreigners. These data are used for allocation of funds to schools which include also, for instance, extra allowances for pupils with disabilities. The newly adopted legislation reflects the numbers of pupils with disabilities and foreigners. The Education Act provides the procedure applicable to the collection of data and their submission to the Ministry of Education or the organization established by it.

68.
Health care is provided with consent from legal representatives of child patients and with regard to the view of child patients. The Ministry of Health as part of the crime prevention grant programme supported in 2006 and 2007 the project “Promotion of mental health of children through changing and developing their mental and hygiene habits”. The project widely promotes rights of the child and the exercise of these rights in practice.

Children with disabilities

156.
As at 31 December 2006, some 11,000 children with disabilities were placed in the long‑term institutional care. Only 4% of them are in these facilities based on a court decision, otherwise they have been placed in institutional care by parents who do not want, are not able to or cannot care for these children. 
157.
The care for a child with disability in the family is an alternative option to institutional care. The legal framework that allows such care is the Act on social services. It provides the conditions under which it is possible to provide social and activating services for families with children and social counselling services. This Act allows to draw down a care allowance for persons over one year dependent on assistance from another natural person whose purpose is to secure the required assistance. The amount of allowance is differentiated subject to the degree of the person’s dependence. A person who is granted this allowance may “purchase” for it a social service, either in the facility registered under the Act on social services or from a natural person which may be precisely a family member…

158.
For a pupil with disability, education in the form of an individual integration in normal school is preferred, if such solution is commensurate with his or her needs and possibilities and possibilities and conditions of the school and at the same time education of an individually integrated pupil follows an individual educational plan that is based on the school education programme of the relevant school, findings of a special pedagogical examination, or psychological examination by the school counselling facility or, where appropriate, recommendation of a registering general practitioner for children and young people or a medical specialist or another expert and opinion of the pupil’s or adult pupil’s legal representative. Implementation of individual and group integration of pupils with disabilities at schools is in certain cases secured by special pedagogues.

160.
For pupils with serious mental disability, the Education Act allows to determine such type of education that is commensurate with the child’s mental and physical abilities, based on a recommendation from a medical specialist and the school counselling facility.
161.
The applicable legislation, furthermore, requires to secure furnishing of schools and school facilities with the required equipment and easy-access solutions. Hence, other implemented measures are easy-access building adaptations of schools, stair-climbers, ramps, etc. 
162.
In 2004, the Government of the Czech Republic adopted the Medium-Term Concept of State Policy on Citizens with Disabilities whose objectives and tasks were taken as the basis for the National Plan on Support and Integration of Citizens with Disabilities for the period 2006–2009.

178.
The new Education Act abolished the so-called special schools. Special schools have been transformed under the new Education Act into primary schools. Pupils are educated according to the relevant education programmes. The framework education programme of the primary school also addresses education of pupils with special educational needs and pupils with light mental retardation. Education of pupils according to individual programmes is performed on the basis of recommendations from the school counselling facility and with the previous consent from children’s legal representatives. Individual primary schools have prepared their school education programmes in accordance with framework education programmes, the process has been tested at pilot schools…

231.
The schoolmaster of a kindergarten, primary school, special primary school, secondary school and higher vocational school can establish in the class or the study group, attended by a child, pupil or student with special educational needs the function of a teacher’s assistant.
Suggestions for list of issues
· What are the criteria used to place a child into institutional care? Is it necessary that a child consent to their placement into a treatment home or can it be substituted by consent of a parent or guardian?  

· How is information concerning placement into a treatment home communicated to children with disabilities? How is it ensured that their views are sought and taken into account in making the order for placement?

· Please provide information on the nature of placement (voluntary, involuntary), duration of placement, and the procedures for review of placement.  Can review of a child’s placement be activated upon request of the child?
· Are there laws that authorize institutionalisation of children or placement in locked facilities, for reasons based on mental health or other disability of the child, against the will of the child or against the will of his/her parents?  If so, what is being done to abolish such laws and end such institutionalisation?
· Please indicate the extent of use of psychotropic medication with children, in the community and in state-run institutions and centres, the purposes for which such medications are being used, and whether the children as well as their parents have the right and opportunity to make free and informed choices about these medications.
· How does the state monitor the well-being of children in care, whether it be within a foster family or in institutions? Please provide information on the occurrences of penalties and prosecutions arising out of breach of duty in foster or state care.
· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views in matters concerning the child him/herself, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?

· Please indicate how disability is defined, what types of disability are recognized, and if the same definition is applied for all purposes.
· What measures are in place to inform and assist children to signal abuse of their rights?  Are these measures accessible to children with disabilities? What specific measures are in place to ensure the protection of rights of children with disabilities in foster care or state care?
· Do all children, regardless of whether they have a disability, receive an individual educational plan? 
· What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school and to minimise the need to seek recruitment of specialised teachers?  Are non teaching staff in schools trained to work with children with disabilities?
· Are complaint mechanisms made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school, in care facilities? Please provide statistics on the incidences of violence experienced by children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities.
· What steps are being taken to ensure in the law and practice that girls with disabilities are not subjected to sterilisation?

· How are children with disabilities educated about sexual and reproductive health and how can they have access to services and assistance with respect to their right to sexual and reproductive health in accordance with their age and maturity?
· What steps are currently being taken to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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