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Corporal punishment in the home
Corporal punishment is prohibited in the home in Denmark. A 1997 amendment to the Parental Custody and Care Act (1995) states: “The child has the right to care and security. He or she shall be treated with respect as an individual and may not be subjected to corporal punishment or any other degrading treatment.” A survey in 2000 by the National Institute of Social Research found that 12% of 3 year-olds were spanked “sometimes” or “seldom”, contrasting with a survey by the same Institute in 1968 which found that 40.2% of children aged 9-12 years were hit “sometimes”.

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home in the Faroe Islands. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Act on Child Welfare (200) and the Criminal Code (2004) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing.

Corporal punishment outside the home
Corporal punishment has been legally prohibited in schools in Denmark since 1967. In the Faroe Islands, Government Circular No. 1 on School Discipline (12 January 1994) states that it should not be used but there is no explicit prohibition in law

Corporal punishment is prohibited in the penal system in Denmark. In the Faroe Islands, it is unlawful as a sentence for crime but is not explicitly prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions.
Corporal punishment is unlawful in alternative care settings in Denmark, but lawful in the Faroe Islands.
In 2001, following examination of the state party’s second report, the Committee on the Rights of the Child noted the prohibition of corporal punishment by parents in Denmark and the associated awareness raising campaign, including in minority languages (CRC/C/15/Add.151, para. 6). In light of the Committee’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” and the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children,  we hope the Committee will urge the Government of Denmark to continue with awareness raising and publication education to support implementation of the prohibition, and to take measures to ensure that corporal punishment is prohibited in all settings in the Faroe Islands.

� Cited in Boyson, R. (2002), Equal Protection for Children: An overview of the experience of countries that accord children full legal protection from physical punishment, London: National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
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