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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 55th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

DENMARK
State report



Denmark ratified the CRPD on 24 July 2009.

333.
1.  The teacher training programme: No explicit requirements have been defined for the teacher training programme in the area of teaching children with disabilities. Please refer to Article 28, however, in respect of special educational measures.
390.
1.  The teacher training programme: During their education, student teachers are required to work with disadvantaged children and the related issues of preventing child abuse and neglect in general. The pedagogical subjects of the teacher training programme must also qualify teachers to work with children of non-Danish ethnic origin as well as social education problems. Student teachers must develop skills for teaching in culturally diverse primary and lower secondary schools. The curriculum consists of cultural theory as well as theories of and research into identity development and learning in children and young people from different social and cultural backgrounds. Students work with theories of multicultural background, social integration, cultural encounters and intercultural education. They are also required to become competent in creating, maintaining and leading inclusive groups, including particularly vulnerable groups of children. The curriculum also provides instruction in the purpose and significance of social education to learning, cultural education and social integration; differentiated teaching; guidance and methods for identifying conditions that perpetuate inappropriate responses and actions; and observation, description and analysis of interaction and development potential. Students can also elect to qualify themselves. 
417.
In 2005 13,600 ‘Folkeskole’ students received special needs education compared with 10,800 in 2001, an increase of 26%. In the same period the number of students attending ‘Folkeskole’ (including students in special schools) rose by 4%.
Ordinary and extensive special needs education in the ‘Folkeskole’ and private elementary schools 

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Ordinary special needs education in special classes
	    Number

	‘Folkeskole’
	10 772
	11 529
	11 515
	13 125
	13 567

	Private elementary schools
	163
	130
	295
	364
	275

	Extensive special needs education/severely disabled
	     Number

	‘Folkeskole’
	8 798
	9 901
	9 968
	10 233
	10 491

	Private elementary schools
	413
	552
	663
	866
	1 010


Source:  UNI•C Statistik & Analyse.

1114.
Another part of the restructuring of the special needs area is the establishment of ‘centre schools’ at selected schools, where units for special needs pupils in the school district will be created, i.e. children with autism, AD/HD, Down’s syndrome, etc. 

911.
There are two national residential institutions and three disability ‘satellites’ for children in Greenland. In addition, there is one residential institution for both children and adults with disabilities, accommodating persons from 12 years of age. 21 children with a disability are placed at an institution, while 7 are in foster care.
	Institution
	Antal børn
	Disability

	Ivaaraq – children and young persons with multiple disabilities
	8 children
	Brain damage, epilepsy, spasticity and hearing and vision impairment

	Gertrud Rask Memorial – disability institution
	9 children
	Mental retardation, ADHD, infantile organically-induced attention deficit disorder

	Aaqa – adults with mental disorders
	1 young person
	Prader Willi Syndrome – Placed in a ‘satellite’ unit

	Meeqqat Angerlarsimaffiat – Residential care of children and young persons
	1 young person
	Brain damage, placed in a ‘satellite’ unit

	Ikinngut – mentally disabled adults
	2 young persons
	Mental retardation, placed in a ‘satellite’ unit


Suggestions for list of issues 
· What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into core teacher training curricula to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education from the beginning of teacher’s careers?

· Please provide statistics of the number of disabled children attending mainstream schools, the number of those children participating in mainstream classes, the number of children participating in special classes within mainstream schools, the division of time between the two kinds of classes.
· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children, attending either mainstream or special schools, have an individual education plan setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning?
· Regarding para 911, please explain why children with disabilities are placed into adult institutions?  What are ‘satellite units’?  What special measures are taken to ensure their protection in adult institutions?  
· What community based services exist in Denmark, Greenland and the Faroe Islands to support community living for children and young adults with disabilities?
· What steps is the government taking to increase foster care and to increase rehabilitation towards community living for children with disabilities?  
· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
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