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The Egyptian Center for Rights the of the Child 
We protect our children                 

                       to build a better future

ECRC
Urgent statement:

The ECRC…appeals to the members of the people's assembly to agree to the law draft.

     On the occasion of the commencement of the legislative committee discussions on the child's law amendments –tomorrow, 25th March –the ECRC adjure the peoples` assembly members to take their responsibility towards the protection of the rights of the Egyptian children by approving the children law amendments draft and adding the articles which have been neglected during the preparation of the proposed amendments to be discussed. Bearing in mind that this law is one of the most important laws, the center see that it should receive the proper attention as it is related to the children of Egypt who represent a large sector that can not be overlooked as they are nearly half of the Egyptian society.
      These amendments are not amendments that the Egyptian government performs only as a response to external pressures but it is a result of tangible need to face the defects which appeared during the practical implementation of the child law. This implementation which revealed that we need to modify some rules to ensure more of the child's rights, to strengthen legislative frame to protect these rights and to affirm its respect according to the legitimate, human and international principles that protect the child's rights which are not only basic rights but also necessary to the progress and the future of the nation. It is also important to deal with the negative phenomena which appeared in our society as a result to the social and economical changes. It has been also the request of the Egyptian non-governmental organizations for along time to reform such legislative impairment. It has been accomplished by participation of these organizations and societies as well as people who are entrusted with the child's rights.
        It is the first time and for three successive years that the Egyptian civil society participates in introducing a draft for a law either new or modified. It was through touring the governorates of Egypt to consult with the civil society organizations and the local and the executive leaderships about these amendments and including their opinion in the proposed amendments to the law 12 for 1996.

        Although we completely believe that the amendments which are being currently discussed are the best thing happened to the real life of the Egyptian child for eleven years, we as an organization, established to defend the rights of the child and protect them, and wants more protection for our children legislatively ,socially, and humanly.
       However, there are some important issues which the proposed draft did not deal with or neglected whereas the  Center see that it is the responsibility of all of us not to neglect these articles as they affirm on protecting our children's rights in all the sites that may include risks, such as :
Decriminalize the corporal punishment
       Although we have participated in these amendments from the beginning till now, we found that the amendment deals with the part related to our children protection from the sorts of corporal punishment with great caution. There are still some gaps which allow these violations to be continued with our children in the daily practices of wide sector of the Egyptian society. These practices are the corporal punishment under the name of the discipline. 
      In fact the new legislation does not introduce any straightforward article to criminalize the corporal punishment which the children are exposed to at homes, schools, social care institutions, and work places…etc, but as we said it dealt with this with great caution.
       It was suggested in the first draft of the proposed amendments of the article 7b (1) clause" Bearing in mind the duties and rights of the child's caretaker, the child is to be protected against any exposure to any physical harming, arbitrary intervention, illegal measures, or any harmful or illegitimate practices either within his family, his education, his work or his life in general and any violation to his honor or reputation is banned, and without prejudice to any stronger sanction which another law stipulates, those who violate the judgments of this article should be punished by imprisoning for a period not less than 6 months and a fine not less than 5000 and not exceed 10000 pound, but regrettably we suddenly found that the currently presented project for the people's assembly and Shura council was transformed from the previous clause to" Bearing in mind the duties and rights of the child's caretaker, it is banned to expose the child purposely  to any corporal punishment or any harmful or illegitimate practices .and the subcommittee concerned with the childhood protection has the right to take the legal procedures on violating the pervious clause .
      The clause did not impose any penalty on practicing the corporal punishment but it was content with the word it is banned to use corporal punishment. The question: is the word banned here suitable to put a deterrent legal clause? 
        In our opinion we see that this word is suitable for a lecture urging people not to use violence but the word law means to put clear outlines for actions and specific sanctions for every crime. But regrettably, the amendment dealt with the clause without any limitation or legalization. Not only that but without imposing any punitive actions or accurately without any legal articles satisfying with saying that    
The subcommittee concerned with the childhood protection has the right to take the legal procedures on violating the pervious clause, and then come the procedures to be just getting the child out from the environment in which violence has been practiced against him for a temporary period, while nothing is being done to the person who did it whether it was a parent, a teacher, a work shop owner, or one of the staff working in the social care institution. There is no sanctions, no measures. Thus, all we can do for the child in the twenty-first century and the end of the second decade which was announced by the president Mubark to protect the childhood as well as after 5 years of efforts to amend the law is a procedure to get him out of the environment in which he exposed to violence for a period of time, then we return him once again to the same violence.
               So, we are asking, where are the rehabilitative measures? And where is the adherence to these measures? Where is the escalation of these measures? And where are the deterrent sanctions to protect the child?
        It is surprising that we exert great efforts to pass laws to protect the adult's rights in physical well-being, but with the child's right who is unable to protect himself, why  do we deal with this matter with a double standard? If violence is not accepted socially or legally with the adults, why are we tolerant with it when it is against the children? Who has the first right in protection? Is the child a half human with incomplete rights?!!
       Where is the adherence of Egypt to the article 19th  of the international convention for the child rights which stipulates that "the member states should take all the legislative ,administrative ,social ,and educational measures to protect the child against all the sorts of violence, harm, physical or mental abuse, or negligence? Does the current proposed article represent an actual legislative protection according to CRC which Egypt signed 19 years ago?
      If we want to have a good citizen who respects the others and keeps their rights, we have no choice; we must respect him and give him his rights. The violence against the child is a strong practical message that violence is an acceptable choice to solve the problems; therefore to criminalize all sorts of violence against the child including the corporal punishment remains a basic issue to develop the culture of the nation and refuse all kinds of violence in the society.
      If we want to have creative individuals, we have to be aware that the upbringing which depends on fear and violence produces cowards and subservient people. If we want to stop the phenomenon of street children we must exceed the stage of meetings, conferences, and recommendations and solve the problem from the roots. We have to provide an environment of a family and a school without violence, an attractive one not a repulsive one. When the street with all its violence becomes safer than home, school, and social care institution, what do we expect from a child who lives in such environment?
      Why should we wait for another Torbini 
? Why should we face news such as a father killed his son by a shock of electricity or a teacher makes his pupil lose his eye? Why should we deal with branches not with roots? 

     We have to benefit from the currently wide argument in the Egyptian society on the amendments of the child's law to gain more basic rights for our children. We have to provide a suitable environment for them. The human dignity does not agree with using sticks and belts even if they didn’t leave clear signs on the body. When will we enter our schools to find a teacher arguing his pupils not frightening them? When will we enter a class to say that there was once a teacher with a stick here? This day will  come only when we respect and recognize the rights and dignity of the Egyptian child. 
      If the political and governmental will agree that the corporal punishment should be banned, why then the new law doesn’t include that clearly?

    We see that the currently proposed text is much less than our ambition to protect our children or develop the Egyptian society culture to convert the texts to a daily behavior practiced in the places where the children exist. 

     If we want clear articles and the political will wants the same thing, where is the problem then?  And why our law articles have such gaps?

For all what we said:

     The ECRC appeals to the members of the parliament who have been elected to achieve the dreams of the people and keep their rights to:

1- Grasp the original proposed text of the amendments of the Egyptian child's law to which the Egyptian society organizations working in the field of the child in all Egyptian governorates were agreed and to use the previous clause in the article 7b (1) :
" Bearing in mind the duties and rights of the child's caretaker, the child is to be protected against any exposure to any physical harming, arbitrary intervention, illegal measures, or any harmful or illegitimate practices either within his family, his education, his work or his life in general and any violation to his honor or reputation is banned, and without prejudice to any stronger punishment which another law stipulates, those who violate the judgments of this article by imprisoning for a period not less than 6 months and a fine not less than 5000 and not exceed 10000 pound".
2- Add a clause stipulates the rehabilitative measures in dealing with the perpetuator  in case of the family violence on condition that it must include obligatory out lines to the measures and a clear method for escalating these measures, for example:

- The subjection to the family guidance sessions and parenting skills programs.

- The subjection to the psychological therapy or addiction treatment programs(if needed) .
- The obligation of performing public service.

3- Adding a clause stresses on the importance that all the individuals who work with the children directly must have a complete knowledge of the child's upbringing sound methods and also the child protection polices. They should also have, among their documents, a document of pledge that they respect the basic rights of the child and they will not violate these rights. Therefore, all the governmental and non-governmental institutions that deal with the children directly must abide by developing rules and procedures to implement the child protection policies inside the institution and they should be followed up and evaluated by the concerned ministries and child protection committees. The state has to provide them with the necessary sources to implement these policies. The executive regulations should explain the concept of these policies and the measures of the child protection.

4- There should be an independent judicial specialization for the children's cases .as according to the current situation, although there are specialized courts for children according to the law, the judges are being called from the adults' courts in spite of   

The difference in philosophy as the child's courts cling to the relief and not sending the children to prisons or child's institutions to keep their future as the child is incomplete mentally, physically, or psychologically in growth, so he needs rehabilitation and correction not a punishment. 
5- The importance of criminalizing using the handcuffs and ropes with the children during arresting them either for exposing for risk or breaking the law. When we talked to the ministry of interior about this article while preparing the proposed amendment, they said that the child aged 16 can resist the soldiers violently and run away. Therefore, we suggest criminalizing that till the age of 15.

6- It is important to stipulate in the law that there will be an annual increase by 10% in financial fines and aids to ensure that it will not be weak in the future.

7- Modifying the label of section 8 which is related to the criminal treatment of the child to be "the judicial and social protection of the child".

8- The law must cover the employment of the children and their families in the rural sector as they represent 80% of the working children in Egypt. This population should be provided with the legislative protection as they are not mentioned either in the law of the child or work.

9- It is important to ban using the children as servants at houses and consider it one of the worst sorts of work and exploitation.
Gentlemen representatives of the Egyptian people:
      Egyptian Center for Rights the of the Child  while presenting this urgent statement and necessary appeal has complete confidence that you share us the opinion and persistent seek to protect our children against any danger threatening them because they are the way to build a better  future for our beloved Egypt .
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� - A growing up street kid who turned out to be a chief of gang to rape and kill younger street kids during 2007.





