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Children working and/or living on the street 

Launch of Plan’s “Because I am a Girl report”

and a thematic study

Side-event at the 16th session of the Human Rights Council

Date: 09 March 2011

Time/location: 13:00-15:00, Palais des Nations, Room XXI

State sponsor: Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany

Short biographies of speakers:

Sharon Goulds has been responsible for the Girls Report since the first one in 2007. And has also been involved in the development of the “Because I am a Girl” campaign since then. She was head of communications at Plan UK, a job she did for 7 years, responsible for Press, PR, Publications, Campaigns and Development Education. Prior to that Sharon was a TV producer and documentary film maker, running a small independent production company for nearly 10 years. She also worked free-lance, making programmes for the BBC, Channel 4 and ITV. She specialised in oral history, political documentary and education. Currently Sharon works part-time as manager of the Girls Report and supports the international campaign. She is passionate about girls and women’s rights and is proud to be part of “Because I am a Girl”.

Ruth Santisteban is currently working in Plan Finland as Senior Advisor on Human Rights and Development. Her main responsibility is to provide strategic, thematic and technical advice in her areas of expertise such: human rights of vulnerable groups (children’s rights, indigenous people’s rights and women’s rights). Ms. Santisteban is also a well-known specialist on human rights based approaches to development in Finland and abroad. Previously and during 18 years, she has been an international consultant providing technical advice to the Finnish Development cooperation, EU and other bilateral donors on issues of human rights policy and programmes. She is member of the Board of the Human Rights Federation of Finland.

Marta Santos Pais is the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Violence against Children. She brings to this position more than 30 years experience on human rights issues, engagement in United Nations and intergovernmental processes and a firm commitment to the rights of the child. Before her appointment, Marta Santos Pais was the Director of the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, a position she has held since 2001. She joined UNICEF in 1997 as Director of Evaluation, Policy and Planning. Previously she was the Rapporteur of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and Vice-Chair of the Coordinating Committee on Childhood Policies of the Council of Europe. Ms Santos Pais was a Special Adviser to the UN Study on Violence against Children and to the Machel Study on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children. She was a member of the UN Drafting Group of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and of its two Optional Protocols; she also participated in the development of other key international human rights standards.

Tania is 14 years old and lives in Dhaka/Bangladesh. She earns her living by working on the street. Tania also works as a "peer monitor", guiding and motivating "peer educators". These peer educators are also children who work and live on the street. They have been selected by street children. As most of the street children usually do not know anything about Drop-in-center (DIC) and the service available, peer educators and monitors mobilise other street children to spend the nights in the DIC, talk to them about their vulnerability, risks and protection. 13 DIC centres are funded by Plan Bangladesh. Tania speaks Bangla.

Wilfried is 15 years old and lives in Cameroon. He is a working child. He sells water at the market and pushes wheelbarrows. At night he takes classes. Wilfried is the national delegate of AMWCY and has been selected by the GEM – the Executive Managerial Group of AMWCY: African Movement of Working Children and Youth to represent his country. He speaks French.

Benyam Dawit Mezmur is member and Vice-Chairperson (2nd)of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. Currently he is a Mellon-Research Fellow based at the Community Law Centre, University of the Western Cape (UWC) in Cape Town, South Africa. He is also the lecturer of the LLM module on Children’s Rights and the Law at UWC. He is currently also an Assistant Professor (part time) at the Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. Previously, he has worked as a Legal Officer for the African Child Policy Forum and as a part-time lecturer in two private academic institutions in Addis Ababa. Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur has been invited as a guest lecturer in academic institutions in Africa and Europe, has been awarded research fellowships by the Universities of Utrecht and Groningen (Netherlands) and Abo Akademi (Finland), and presented in national and international conferences. He has also undertaken work for some intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. He received his LLB from the Addis Ababa University, a LLM from the University of Pretoria (the Centre for Human Rights), and a Doctorate in Law from the University of the Western Cape. He has been closely involved in the work of the African Committee since 2002. 

Eva Biaudet holds the position of Ombudsman for Minorities in Finland. The Ombudsman for Minorities is an authority with the basic task of advancing the status and legal protection of ethnic minorities and foreigners as well as equality, non-discrimination and good ethnic relations in Finland. The Ombudsman also acts as the national rapporteur on trafficking in human beings. 

Previously, Ms Biaudet worked as the OSCE Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings. In this role she was engaged in a high level policy dialogue with the participating states and civil society representatives to promote the implementation of anti-trafficking commitments. Ms Biaudet has been the Minister of Health and Social Services and Minister of Gender from 1999–2000 and 2002–2003 and Member of the Finnish Parliament 1991–2006. Together with her office they help to build the political will to combat the problem of trafficking


Background on Plan International

Founded over 70 years ago, Plan is one of the oldest and largest children's development organisations in the world. Active in 48 developing countries across Africa, Asia and the Americas to promote child rights and lift millions of children out of poverty. Plan works with more than 3,500,000 families and their communities each year. Plan is independent, with no religious, political or governmental affiliations. Plan's vision is of a world in which all children realize their full potential in societies that respect people's rights and dignity. Plan has ECOSOC status. http://plan-international.org/
