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Young campaigners attending the UN Human Rights Council

June 2010

In March 2009, five young people with experience of youth justice systems went to the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva to lobby decision makers. They were able to influence an important UN Resolution on youth justice which made urgent recommendations to all governments around the world.  

In 2010 another group of young people will return to the UN to report back on how well their governments are doing on meeting this resolution. They have campaigned on the resolution in their own countries and have produced research. This research will help them to persuade government representatives that more needs to be done to make youth justice a reality for young people everywhere.

David

YMCA Sierra Leone

From the age of ten, David was raised by his father and step-mother in a family of six. One afternoon, on his return home from school his step-mother accused him of stealing her mobile phone and some money. She took him to the police and bribed the police officers on duty. He was then kept in prison without trial for over a week. Whilst behind bars he was tortured and abused.

With help from DCI and the YMCA who discovered him in his cell, he was released from prison and has since become one of the most vibrant campaigners in the Youth Justice in Action campaign in Sierra Leone. This year he has led on the recent young people’s conference and been involved in the youth–led research he will now present to the Human Rights Council in June. At the Council he says he hopes to “learn more about human rights issues and to testify to the Council about the injustice we young people face in Sierra Leone. I also want to work very hard with the other young people to achieve our desired goal at the UN.”  

Jade

YMCA Ireland

Jade is from the YMCA in Dublin and has taken part in the campaign in Ireland this year. She participated in the campaign conference and is a passionate campaigner on youth justice issues. She will bring the stories of many young people from Ireland affected by these issues to Geneva.

She has been campaigning on lots of other issues too, leading campaigns in college on ‘boy racers’ and campaigning on other issues such as animal rights, social work, gay rights and the environment. She will bring all this experience to the Human Rights Council in June and hopes to “bring about new laws, to save young people from the pain and hardship they experience and hope to give them a life, which they can’t have, due to Gardai (police) in Ireland”

Ibata

YMCA Togo

Ibata was just 16 when his father accused him of having rebellious behaviour and had him sent to the Youth Prison in Lomé. He was hoping that this would make him behave better. He was held in the prison for several weeks. The conditions were filthy and overcrowded. Ibata says that “it was a place where young people encourage each other to commit worse crimes.” Sometimes they were told to beat other detainees that had done something wrong. Ibata says that he hopes “all the actions we do will make it possible for young people to get out of the terrible conditions that I had to face”. Ibata has been involved in doing research on this issue in his YMCA and part of the Youth Justice in Action advocacy group in Lomé. He has also worked to raise young people’s awareness of their rights in the juvenile justice system.

In 2008 Ibata was an advocate for the Youth Justice in Action campaign at the YMCA Europe festival in Prague. 

Dan-i-el

YMCA England 

Dan is from Central Herts YMCA and has been passionately involved in the Youth Justice in Action campaign, giving presentations at various events in England and undertaking research on youth justice issues. He hopes that decision makers at the Human Rights Council will “listen to what we have to say and address the issues.”

Dan was sent to prison for a drug offence. He argues passionately that prison is being over-used as a punishment for young people in England. He says “While in prison I was opened to many bad things. I was surrounded with people both young and older that had experience of a very corrupt way of life. And had it not been for my drive to better my life it could have left me to be tempted to forget my principles and move on with a criminal anti-social way of life.”

Luis

YMCAs of Central American

Luis is from the YMCA in Guatemala and will represent young people not just from Guatemala but from Honduras and Nicaragua too. Luis has been involved in campaigning on the issue of youth justice since three of his friends from the YMCA were beaten and killed in 2008. In a climate of impunity in Guatemala, those responsible for his friends’ deaths have never been brought to justice. 

Since that time Luis has been campaigning to prevent violence against young people in his country and raise awareness of young people’s right to life and security.  

