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25. While an increasing number of persons are affected by and/or displaced as a consequence 

of a natural disaster, all too often insufficient attention is paid to the multiple human rights 

challenges they may face. The most vulnerable groups of society - including the poor, 

marginalized minorities, female- and child-headed households, chronically ill persons, persons with disabilities and older people without family support - suffer the most from the negative effects of natural hazards due to their weakened mitigation and adaptation capacities. Moreover, in the aftermath of natural disasters pre-existing patterns of discrimination are exacerbated, putting already marginalized groups at further risk of human rights abuses, such as a failure to protect against life-threatening natural hazards; unequal access to humanitarian assistance; discrimination in aid provision; sexual and gender-based violence, particularly in collective shelters or camps; infringements of the right to education, e.g. when schools are used as shelters for a prolonged period of time; non-replacement of lost documentation; unsafe or involuntary return or settlement elsewhere in the country; or difficulties with property restitution. 

