




Children's rights extracts from the following report:

Report of the independent expert on minority issues, Gay

 McDougall

4. The independent expert visited Viet Nam from 5 to 15 July 2010. She travelled to remote villages as well as to the urban centres of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. The Government of Viet Nam has implemented initiatives to address the disproportionate poverty experienced by ethnic minority communities, which became the central focus of the visit of the independent expert. She also considered the rights of religious minorities and the extent to which minority children are afforded adequate opportunities to be taught in their own ethnic languages in the earliest years of education. The mission report is available as document A/HRC/16/45/Add.2.

17. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has been engaged in minority rights interventions as part of its overall child-focused programming strategy which pays particular attention to vulnerable and excluded groups. The most visible and common forms have been in the field of education, where interculturalism and bilingual education have been the focus, and in that of health where special efforts are being made to target children with services in hard to reach areas. The agency organized a consultation on indigenous peoples’ and minorities’ issues in April 2009, in which the independent expert participated as a major step towards providing a broad and interactive orientation into issues affecting minorities and minority children in particular. Senior UNICEF managers, practitioners, and external experts had the objective of identifying a policy framework and ways of strengthening programme guidance on minority issues, improving knowledge sharing, and promoting cooperation with international mechanisms and other partners.

18.A comprehensive stock-take of UNICEF activities, undertaken in 2009, revealed the organization’s active involvement in initiatives bringing real benefits to ethnic, religious, and linguistic minority communities. It recognized, however, the absence of an overall policy for guidance to country offices on minorities programme formulation and recommended the design of such a framework for the consolidation and improvement of future work on minorities. UNICEF intends to make the development of this strategy a primary focus in 2011. On 15 December 2010, UNICEF and Minority Rights Group International jointly hosted a side event during the third session of the Forum on Minority Issues. Chaired by the independent expert, the event provided an opportunity to share the involvement of UNICEF in minority issues globally, and present county-specific case studies.

35. The Secretary-General has stated that respecting the rights of children, of women, and of all minorities is at the core of the Charter of the United Nations; it is both a moral obligation and an economic imperative. Discrimination and injustice threaten the goals for peace, security and sustainable development. Preserving minority languages and nurturing ethnic cultures and traditions lays the foundations for lasting stability.

46. Many States are engaged in ongoing efforts to accommodate the interests of diverse communities. It is critical that the process be guided by the principles of equal treatment and non-discrimination. Communities that may be more populous, that have greater disruptive capacities or military strength or that may be more successful in commerce may emerge at an early stage as the principle contenders for distribution of political power and State resources. However, under such conditions, minority rights must be prioritized, enabling members of all minority groups to participate effectively in decisions affecting them and in all aspects of society. Efforts must be made to give voice to the diversity of members within minority communities, including women, youth and the elderly.

73. UNICEF both generates and monitors country-specific data that may reveal situations of emerging conflict. Its activities focusing on the most marginalized and vulnerable women and children position it uniquely to play an early prevention role with respect to minority rights. Given that minority children are often the most disadvantaged, there is a sound basis for the engagement of UNICEF in minority issues. With a wide network of offices worldwide, UNICEF is in an important position to encourage the introduction of minority issues on Government public policy agendas, to support Government efforts and directly deliver assistance to minority children and women. The UNICEF field presence is common in conflict zones, and its focus on protection issues makes it an institution with key relevance to conflict prevention. At UNICEF headquarters, there is a cluster of professionals whose portfolios include minority rights issues.

