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2008 election results for the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child 

On 16 December 2008, 188 of the 193 States parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) attended their 12th Meeting at the United Nations in New York to elect nine members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child in accordance with article 43(2) of the Convention. 

With only three members of the Committee running for re-election, there will be one of the biggest turnovers since the membership was increased from 10 to 18 in 2003. The members who ran for re-election were: Ms. Lee (Republic of Korea) for a third term, as well as Mr. Pollar (Uganda) and Mr. Zermatten (Switzerland) for a second term. Meanwhile, Ms. Al-Thani (Qatar), Ms. Aluoch (Kenya), Mr. Parfitt (Canada), Mr. Siddiqui (Bangladesh), Ms. Smith (Norway) and Ms. Vuckovic-Sahovic (Serbia and Montenegro) did not run for re-election. 

Although NGOs can not directly nominate or elect members of the Committee, they can lobby their government to nominate a candidate that meets key criteria including: demonstrated expertise in human/child rights, independence and impartiality, the ability to devote sufficient time to the work of the Committee, equitable gender and geographic distribution, a variety of professional backgrounds, experience working with civil society, awareness and sensitive to cultural differences and fluency in one of the Committee’s working languages. Due to the under-representation of Latin America and the Caribbean in the Committee (only one member from Paraguay), the NGOs from the region actively promoted candidates at national level. The States parties of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti and Peru nominated candidates for the Committee.

The three members of the Committee running for re-election got through in the 1st round of voting, with 125 votes for Mr. Zermatten, 121 for Ms. Lee and 118 for Mr. Pollar. The required majority was 95 votes. The new Committee members elected in the 1st round were Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphant (Thailand) with 106 votes and Ms. Marta Mauras Perez (Chile) with 98 votes. Out of the nine candidates that went through to the 2nd round, Ms. Hadeel Al-Asmar (Syrian Arab Republic) was elected with 100 votes and Mr. Peter Guran (Slovakia) with 95 votes. In the third and final round, the number of members voting was down to 180, so the required majority was 90 votes. In the 3rd round, Ms. Susana Villarán de la Puente (Peru) was elected with 104 votes and Mr. Kamla Devi Varmah (Mauritius) with 91 votes.

Committee members, who were not up for re-election and remain on the Committee through February 2011, are Ms. Aidoo (Ghana), Mr. Citarella (Italy), Mr. Filali (Algeria), Ms. Herczog (Hungary), Ms. Khattab (Egypt), Mr. Kotrane (Tunisia), Mr. Krappmann (Germany), Ms. Ortiz (Paraguay), and Mr. Puras (Lithuania).

The new regional breakdown of the 18 members, based on the UN regional groups, includes six members from Africa, three from the Western European and others group, three from Asia, three from Latin America and Caribbean States and three from Eastern Europe. A further breakdown of the regions shows that of the six Africans, three are from North Africa, two are from English speaking East and West Africa and one is from Mauritius. The WEOG members include two members from Northern Europe, one member from Southern Europe. The Asian members include one from the Middle East, one from South Asia and one from East Asia. Meanwhile, the members from GRULAC are all from South America. This further breakdown shows that although all regions are represented, there is overrepresentation of Africa.

The professional expertise of the six new members is varied. Ms. Marta Mauras Perez is the Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and she has worked with UNICEF in various regions of the world. Mr. Sanphasit Koompraphant is the Director of the Center for the Protection of Children’s Rights Foundation (CPCR) and the President of the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN). Mr. Peter Gurán is the Head of International Relations and Children Rights Department of the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights. Ms. Hadeel Al-Asmar is the UNESCO Coordinator for developing the Early Childhood Sector in Syria. 
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Ms. Kamla Devi Varmah 
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is the Chairperson of the National Children’s Council in Mauritius. Ms. Susana Villarán de la Puente was the Commissioner of the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights (IACHR), the Rapporteur for Children’s Rights of the IACHR and the Ombudsperson for the Police in Peru.


A short summary of the background information of all the Committee members will be available in early March on the NGO Group website (www.childrightsnet.org). 

