CONSORTIUM FOR
STREET CHILDREN

Madame President,

* This statement is presented by the Consortium for Street Children® on behalf of 73 other

NGOs.

The Consortium and its network were delighted that the Council decided to dedicate last
year’s annual discussion day on the rights of the child to street children..The unanimous
adoption of Resolution 16/12 marked a significant turning point putting the issue of street

children back on the map of international debates ~ for the first time in almost two decades.

Following the resolutlon the OHCHR undertook a study on challenges, Iessons learned and
best practices in promoting and protectlng the rights of street chlldren The report was
presented to the Counc1| last week and made possnble through a unique partnershlp

between the private sector UN agenc1es and NGOs. As part of the. study 123 street chlldren '

- were consulted in six countrles on |ssues affecting them The'i |ssue of violence, pollce

brutality-and round ups was often hlghllghted by the chlldren

' Street children remain one of'the most marginalised and stigmatised children often
cnmmallsed for survwal behawours on the basis of outdated status offences. Street chlldren
: therefore find themselves in direct’ daily contact and confllct with the |aw The OHCHR study '
recommends, amongst others, that States should at a minimum decrlmmahse survrval
behaviours such as beggmg, loitering, vagrancy, and runnmg away, to ensure that street
children are not forCIny rounded up or treated like crlmmals or delmquents for survival
activities. Such activities must instead be considered as a child protectlon concern and dealt

with_accordingly. ' ‘ v

Madame President, we therefore recommend that the Council commit to discussing in
detail the OHCHR report on street children during its 20”’ session in June, and work towards
‘implementation of its reCommendations and follow ups. |

The Council n10w has a unique opportunity to realise the rights of street children. Please do

not let this opportunity pass. Thank you.

' ECOSOC special consultatlve status, 1997. Oral statement on the 8' March 2012 durmg the UNHRC's 19"
~ session: Annual full day meeting on the rights of theschild (Res 16/12)




