Sphere Handbook Revision: Protection – Draft text 

22 June 2010

Ed Schenkenberg, Sphere Handbook Revision Focal Point – Protection

Claudine Haenni Dale, Drafter

This note contains a number of explanatory notes with regards to the attached draft text on protection for the Sphere Handbook. You are invited to provide us with your comments by 16 July 2010. Feedback should be sent to <Claudine@icva.ch>

· The text will most likely be placed between the (revised) Humanitarian Charter and the draft Core Minimum Standards (formerly known as Common Standards). This protection chapter should, preferably, also read in conjunction with the draft Core Minimum Standards, which can be found here:
<http://www.sphereproject.org/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_details/Itemid,203/gid,361/lang,english/>  Together with the new Humanitarian Charter, these three chapters are intended to provide an overall umbrella for the sectoral chapters.

· The structure of the protection chapter is different from other chapters in the Sphere Handbook in the sense that this chapter does not contain standards, indicators, key actions, and guidance notes. Instead it provides protection principles and explanatory text on these principles.

· During the drafting process, many inputs and comments have been received. These contributions have been incorporated where possible. The guiding question in deciding what to include has been the question “what does every person involved in humanitarian response need to know about protection.”

· Specific and detailed standards on, for example, child protection have not been included on the basis of the above-mentioned guiding question. Reference to individuals or groups who may have specific vulnerabilities given their situation and context are included in the text under, for example, the principle of non-discrimination. 

· It is recognised, however, that during the process of public consultation, compelling evidence may be presented from a general humanitarian practice point of view to include more specific principles or standards, for example, on child protection.  In this case, we will do our best to find a solution to include such text while keeping in mind that the current draft text has 10% more words than the allotted word limit. If necessary, we may need to refer such matters to the Sphere Board.

· There are still a number of questions in the text to highlight that decisions will have to be made later in the editing process on what text will go where: in the protection chapter or in the minimum core standards chapter.

· Protection elements in the sectoral chapters fall within the scope of, and link ‘back’ to this protection chapter. 

