Children participant Closing statement

Statements given by: Daphnika (Haiti), Romina (Bolivia), Dinesh (Sri Lanka), Cara (Canada), Simone (Holland) and Frederika (Sierra Leone)

OUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

· Different interests and necessities of different countries

· We would like to thank everyone at this conference because we all felt well respected, listened to and understood and finally treated as equals

· In order to prepare for this conference, we came together from 16 different countries to discuss our experiences, lessons learned from them, and finally our recommendations to improve the implementation of the CRC

· Once we arrived here at the conference centre, we were given your full attention and respect, and we express our opinions, ideas and views towards the CRC 

HERE ARE OUR IDEAS:

· Awareness of the CRC and the realities of children’s lives in children and adults

· Use mass media to raise awareness and educate children and adults (especially parents) on child rights

· Create solidarity programs that reach the most vulnerable children

· Legal measures need to be taken so that children’s rights are respected and child participation is obligatory in decisions that concern them

· Information on the CRC should be accessible to all people in a clear and understandable manner 

· Create means of communication between different races, cultures, religions and ethnic groups

· Special support for all children with no parental care, disabilities, and that face any difficult circumstances

· Provide parents with the support they need to raise and respect their children   

· Promote child organizations

CHILD RIGHTS 

We would like to congratulate the Child Rights Committee for having implemented the Convention on the Rights of the Child for the past 20 years!  It is truly an incredible accomplishment.  The lives of children around the world have been changed greatly and the value of children has been appreciated so much more, even though we still have more work to do.  The fact that we have rights in this world now, and that all of us here are working together towards the improvement of one single cause is phenomenal.      

Thank you very much for listening to our ideas these past 2 days and showing us the respect we deserve.  And now we are going to put our trust into your hand, because we trust in all of you to take our ideas into consideration and take action by implementing them in the CRC.

