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Background and mandate

1. In its resolution 7/29 on the Rights of the Child adopted in March 2008, the Human Rights Council affirmed “its commitment to effectively integrate the rights of the child in its work and that of its mechanisms in a regular, systematic and transparent manner, taking into account specific needs of boys and girls”. It also decided “to incorporate into its programme of work sufficient time, at a minimum an annual full-day meeting, to discuss different specific themes on the rights of the child, including the identification of challenges in the realization of the rights of the child, as well as measures and best practices that can be adopted by States and other stakeholders, and to assess the effective integration of the rights of the child it its work, beginning in 2009”. 

2. In its resolution 13/20 on the fight against sexual violence against children, adopted on 26 of March 2010, the Human Rights Council decided to “continue its consideration of the rights of the child in accordance with its programme of work and its resolution 7/29, and to focus its next resolution and full-day meeting on a holistic approach to the protection and promotion of the rights of children working and/or living on the street”. 

3. Since the adoption of resolution 7/29 the Human Rights Council has held the following thematic discussions on children’s rights: 1) 20 Years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: Achievements and Challenges for its full Realization (10th session, March 2009); and 2) The fight against sexual violence against children (13th session, March 2010). The annual day of discussion on a holistic approach for the protection and promotion of the rights of children working and or living on the street will be the third thematic discussion at the Council since the adoption of resolution 7/29.

Focus, objectives and framework

4. The full-day meeting will provide a significant opportunity to discuss the situation faced by children working and/or living on the streets, reaffirm existing standards and commitments undertaken by member States to protect children, including those in particularly difficult situations, highlight good practices and lessons learnt from work undertaken by different actors, identify key challenges, and recommend a way forward. Emphasis should be placed on what measures can be taken to protect and promote the rights of children living and working in the street by addressing the root causes and ensuring they can be placed in environments where they can grow and develop positively.

5. The discussion will build upon core international standards and commitments and draw upon the work of human rights bodies and mechanisms as well as the experience of other key actors, including international organizations and civil society. The main areas of focus of the annual day of discussion will be:

a. Root causes of the phenomenon of children working and/or living on the street (such as domestic violence and abuse, poverty - including the consequences of the financial and economic crisis-, natural or man-made disasters, conflict, migration, marginalized children, children with HIV/AIDS...);

b. Conditions and situation of children working and/or living on the street (violence, health related problems, denial of basic rights, including right to education and right to health…);

c. Possible solutions, including preventive actions and measures to rescue and reintegrate children from the street to positive environments.

Format of the Panels 

6. There will be two panels, one in the morning and one in the afternoon session of the Council. Each panel will have the presentations of the panelists (7 min. each) followed by an interactive discussion (90 min.) and closed by final remarks of the panelists and by concluding remarks from the moderator.

7. Member States will be able to speak for 3 minutes, Observer States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations for 2 minutes.

8. Member States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to the modalities and the practice of the Council. In particular, NGO coordination is strongly encouraged to maximize the use of time. Given the short time for the interventions participants are asked to highlight their comments, achievements briefly orally and describe them in detail in background documents (i.e. best practices, government/NGO projects etc.).

9. In this framework, the two panel sessions will be devoted respectively to: 

· Root causes and factors leading children to live and/or work on the street (10:00 – 13:00)

· Conditions of children living and/or working on the street: prevention strategies and responses (15:00 – 18:00)

MORNING PANEL (10:00 – 13:00) - Root causes and factors leading children to live and/or work on the street

The panel presentations will address the root causes and factors that lead children to live and/or work in the streets, as well as their current situation and living conditions. 

Introduction (10:00)

· Madame Navi Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Moderator

· H.E Mr. Sihasak PHUANGKETKEOW, President of the Human Rights Council 

Documentary 

- 
“Street Children: A Global Issue” (part I), Producer Brian Woods, True Vision TV

Panelists (10:30)

1. Najat Maalla M’jid, Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 

2. Father Patrick Shanahan, President and Founding Member, Street Invest 

3. Youth representatives: 

 

 Sévérine Tangni and Wilfried Essomba, youth representatives from the African Movement of Working Children and Youth (Benin and Cameroun) 

Mohammad Riaz and Tania Akther, youth representatives from Plan supported Programmes (Bangladesh)

4. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Commissioner and Rapporteur on Children, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Questions from the floor 

Answers from the panelists 

Presentations should include observations and analysis of the problem as well as suggestions and recommendations to address it. All presentations should address the gender dimension of children living and/or working on the streets as well as root causes of this phenomenon. 

AFTERNOON PANEL (15:00 – 18:00) - Conditions of children living and/or working on the street: prevention strategies and responses 

The panel presentations will address the importance of integrated cross-sectoral policies, national plans of action, and international cooperation to fight trafficking and sexual violence against girls and boys.

Introduction (15:00)

· Madame Kyung-wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Moderator

· (TBC)

Documentary 

-
“Street Children: A Global Issue” (part II), Producer Brian Woods, True Vision TV

Panelists (15:05)

1. Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against Children).

2. Abdul Khalique Shaikh, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Sindh, Pakistan

3. Marco Antonio Da Silva Souza, Director, Proyecto Meninos e meninas da rua Brazil 

4. Susan Bissell,  Chief,  Child Protection Unit, UNICEF 

5. International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC), International Labour Organization (TBC)

Questions from the floor 

Answers from the panelists 

Presentations should include recommendations of a series of actions to be undertaken by different actors at different levels as well as examples of good practices.

Outcome

The meeting will contribute to the understanding of the situation of children living and/or working in the streets, and to identifying main challenges and recommendations to move forward at the international and national level. An informal summary will be posted on the OHCHR website/extranet. A resolution of the Human Rights Council indicating clear follow up at the international level is expected. 
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