Appendix F: Gathering Information Activities

Ranking Rights

This activity will give the children a chance to think about which rights are most important to them, express these rights in their own way and think of ways in which these rights could be more fully implemented within their communities.

Materials
· Blank cards (9 per group)

· A child-friendly version of the Convention on the Rights of a Child, large enough for all the children to see

· Crayons/markers/pencil crayons

· Flip chart

Method

Step 1: Place the child-friendly version of the CRC in a place where all the children will be able to view it. 

Step 2: Children should divide into small groups, with each group deciding on nine articles that they feel are the most important to them. Have the children write the number of the articles that they have chosen on the blank cards. One article per card.

Step 3: Once the groups have decided on their articles, instruct them to express those articles in their own way. The children may want to draw a picture to express the right, for example, or they may choose to create a drama or write a short story. All articles can be expressed by showing what it would look like if the rights were either being respected or disrespected. 

Step 4: Once the children have finished designing their expression of the articles, ask them to think of specific ways in which the rights could be better respected within their communities and/or country. 

Step 5: Have each group present their articles, their group expression of the articles, and their suggestions on how they could be better implemented within their society. Be sure to keep track of what articles are mentioned, how the children view them and what their suggestions are.

Step 6: Follow up this exercise with a discussion and feedback from the children as to why they think certain articles were chosen more than others, the suggestions that were given and so on.

Our Futures
 

This activity gives children a chance to think about the future of their communities and what their ideal society would look like. 

Materials

· Paper (both average and large sizes)

· Paints/pens/markers

· Materials for a collage, such as coloured paper, beads, shells, magazines and so forth

· Glue

Method

Step 1: To introduce the concept of change, ask the children to think about what their communities looked like a number of years ago, and how the communities have changed— not just in appearance, but in activities as well. Ask the children to think about why the changes were made and who made those decisions.

Step 2: Next ask the children to brainstorm the changes they would have made, or not made, if they had been consulted.

Step 3: Discuss the link between decisions that are made for other people and children’s rights. Ask the children if they think the CRC is a useful framework for making decisions that will affect other people. Why or why not? 

Step 4: Ask the children to get into small groups. Distribute the smaller pieces of paper and pens and ask the children, within their groups, to draw or sketch what their ideal community would look like.  

To get the children started, ask them questions such as What rights would be visible within their communities? How would children feel? What would make them feel this way? What resources would they need to accomplish this? What sources of welfare services would be available (dentists, doctors, hospitals)? What type of work would be available? Who would do this work? What kind of education would be available? Who would have access to this education? What would the environment be like? 

The children should not be expected to come up with all the solutions, but allow the children to use their imaginations. Let them know it’s OK if they aren’t sure how a certain emotion or right can be implemented; they should still express their desire to see that right recognized.  

Step 5: Once the groups have completed their drafts, distribute the larger pieces of paper and the collage materials. Have the children transfer their ideal communities onto the larger piece of paper in collage format. 

Step 6: Give each group time to present their communities and discuss why they included the things that they did. How does the collage they made differ from their current communities? How is it the same? Have the other children give their feedback and ask questions to the group presenting.

Step 7: Having a debriefing with the children after this activity is very important. You can start by asking the children how they worked together in their groups, how they made their decisions and how the work was carried out. Additional questions can include Was everyone able to participate within his or her group? Were they able to use their talents? Did the children enjoy being “architects of their future”? Do the children believe their ideas could be implemented someday? Are adults ready to listen to their ideas? Why or why not? What are the children’s duties as citizens to help implement their ideas? What would be their rights and responsibilities in their future communities? 

� This exercise was adapted from the � HYPERLINK "mailto:D@dalos" ��D@dalos� Education Server—Human Rights: Tips for Lessons at www.dadalos.org/int/Menschenrechte/Lehrerteil/tipps.htm#Unterrichtsbeispiele. 





� This exercise was adapted from the HREA’s Online Human Rights Education Library at www.hrea.org/erc/Library/display_doc.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Feycb.coe.int%2Fcompass%2Fen%2Fcontents.html&external=N. 





PAGE  
54

