




Children's rights extracts from the following report:


Report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the rights of indigenous peoples



31. A dialogue between the Batwa communities and local authorities was successfully established in Burundi, resulting in an increase in the enrolment rates of Batwa children in schools and improvements in their access to lands. The Human Rights Adviser for the Great Lakes Region also continued to provide ongoing technical advice on the electoral process, including their political rights and participation, as well as their economic, social and cultural rights. 

43. Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 9/7, the expert mechanism prepared a study on lessons learned and challenges to achieving the implementation of the right of indigenous peoples to education (A/HRC/12/33). The study encompasses (a) a human rights-based analysis of the scope and content of the right to education; (b) indigenous education systems and institutions; (c) lessons learned; (d) challenges and measures to achieve the implementation of the right of indigenous peoples to education; and (e) Expert Mechanism advice No. 1 on the right of indigenous peoples to education. It was submitted to the Council at its twelfth session together with the report of the mechanism’s 2009 session, which contained proposals to the Council for its consideration and approval, in particular concerning a thematic study on indigenous peoples’ right to participate in decision-making. 

60. During his visit to Paraguay in 2009 (see A/HRC/14/25/Add.2), the Special Rapporteur on the right to education closely examined the situation of education of indigenous peoples and focused, in particular, on the illiteracy rate of indigenous peoples. 

66. In particular, the Committee reiterated its recommendation that State parties take steps to give adequate recognition to native languages and seek strategies with a view to introducing bilingual education. It further recommended that State parties concerned ensure the effective protection with regard to recruitment and conditions of employment of workers belonging to indigenous peoples. 

67. In its concluding observations to one State party, it recommended that the State concerned redouble its efforts to ensure that all births among indigenous peoples are registered and that those registered are provided with personal identity documents. It also encouraged the State party to bring civil status registration centres closer to the communities where indigenous peoples live. 


79. Based on its review of State parties’ reports, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has observed that, in implementing their obligations under the Convention, many States parties give insufficient attention to the rights of indigenous children and to the promotion of their development. It subsequently adopted in 2009 a general comment No. 11 on indigenous children and their rights under the Convention. General comment No. 12 on the right of the child to be heard also addresses indigenous issues. 

80. General comment No. 11 underscores the importance of the child to be registered, to bilingual education, to health, to the enjoyment of culture, religion ands language, and to participation. It highlights the need for data collection to be disaggregated to enable possible discrimination to be identified and urges State parties to ensure that indigenous children have access to culturally appropriate services in areas of health, nutrition, education, recreation and sports, social services, housing, sanitation and juvenile justice. 

81. The general comment also calls upon State parties to adopt special measures in order to guarantee the effective exercise of the rights of indigenous children. State parties are required to consult the indigenous community as regards legislation, policies and indigenous children and give them an opportunity to participate in the process on how the best interests of indigenous children in general can be decided in a culturally sensitive way. Such consultation should, to the extent possible, include meaningful participation of indigenous children. 

82. General comment No. 12 on the right of the child to be heard also address the rights of indigenous children. It calls upon State parties to make efforts to recognize the right to expression of views for indigenous children and other children who do not speak the majority language. As regards the implementation of children’s rights in general, the Committee reiterated its broad understanding of children’s participation. It recalled the need to establish procedures not only for individual children and clearly defined groups of children, but also for groups of children, such as indigenous children, who are affected directly or indirectly by social, economic or cultural conditions of living in their society. The Committee also continued to address the enjoyment of rights of indigenous children as part of its periodic review of State party reports. 

