Appendix D: Information Document to send to future participants
 

Letter to be sent to Organizations and Institutions: Adult Version

Name of Organization

Date of Mailing

Hello,

My Name is name of facilitator and I’m with name of organization. Brief introduction to organization. Name of organization is also involved with the periodic reporting process of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The CRC is a tool that identifies 54 rights that children are entitled to and is the most widely ratified human rights treaty of its kind. Currently, the primary mechanism for enforcing the CRC is the periodic reporting process, whereby States Parties monitor the implementation of the CRC within their jurisdiction, and submit periodic reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  States Parties are required to submit their first report two years after ratification of (or accession to) the CRC, and subsequently are required to report periodically every five years.  Organizations such as name of organization are also encouraged to report to the Committee. 

Name of organization has decided to take on this responsibility and are very excited about the work that lies ahead. We have contacted you because we know that you are in direct contact with children and we are hoping to include the ideas and thoughts of those children in our report to the Committee. We believe that children have a unique body of knowledge that cannot be found elsewhere and have an important contribution to make to the monitoring of the implementation of the CRC.  

In this paragraph include general information about what activities will be involved for the participation, the different ways children can be involved (this is where the steering group would be mentioned) as well as the time line, and the date that you need to hear back from the organization by. Depending on the type of organization or institution you are contacting you may want to include a sentence such as “we understand that due to the nature of your organization/institution that we may need to make additional arrangements, or alter our original plans in order to include the children you work with. We would be happy to take some additional time to work with you so that the children could be included. 

In this package we have also included a child-friendly version of this letter that you can distribute to the children, or go over with them. We have also included a consent form that interested children can read over and sign. We are very excited about this opportunity and hope that we will be able to work further with you in the future. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the processes involved please do not hesitate to contact me at contact information. I am also willing to make a presentation at your facility to provide additional information about the participation. Thank you again for you time and we hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely:

Name of facilitator

Letter to be sent to Organizations and Institutions: Child-Friendly Version

Are you a child currently living in name of country? Do you want to share your ideas about what it’s like to be a child in name of country? Do you want to make a difference in the lives of children living in name of country?

 If you answered yes to these questions then you should continue reading to find out about an amazing opportunity that you could be involved in!

Hello,

My name is (name of facilitator). Name of Organization and brief introduction to the type of work the organization is involved in. Another type of work that we participate in is the monitoring of the realization of the Convention on the Rights of the Child within name of country. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, otherwise known as the CRC, is an international treaty that specifies 54 rights that children are entitled to and it is the only international treaty that guarantee’s civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights!  Once a country accepts to endorse the CRC, which name of country did in year accepted, they, the government (called State Parties) are expected to report to the Committee on the Rights of a Child within two years. After the initial report the country is expected to report to the Committee every five years. This report should include information on what the government has done to implement the children’s rights listed in the CRC, what struggles they have encountered and what successes have been made as well. Once the Committee has read the reports they will give suggestions to the State Parties on how they could improve their methods for implementing children’s rights even more!

The government isn’t the only one who can create a report to send to the Committee though. Organizations like name of organization can make their own reports and send them in as well! I am writing to you today because name of organization is about to start collecting information about children’s rights within name of country and we would like to hear from you about your ideas and suggestions about children’s rights! We believe that you, being a child in name of country, has valuable information to share about how children’s rights are being respected, or not respected. 

In this paragraph include general information about what activities will be involved for the participation and the different ways children can be involved (this is where the steering group would be mentioned).

We are very excited about this opportunity and hope that you will assist us in letting the Committee know more about children’s lives in name of country! There’s no need to worry if your familiar with children’s rights, the CRC or the monitoring process, as we will make sure that you receive all the information you need to be able to express your ideas clearly and will be more than willing to help you understand the above items.

If you have any questions, or are in need of some more information before deciding if you would like to participate please contact me at contact information. (If you are planning to visit the organization or institution to follow-up include this date here). If you would like to participate please ask an adult for a consent form. It is very important that you read this over and understand all of the different areas. If you’re having trouble understanding the form be sure to ask an adult for some help. 

We hope to hear back from you soon!

Sincerely 

Name of facilitator

� If you are choosing to present this information in a newspaper or on a website you may want to make it look more exciting as you will need to capture their attention away from the other information being presented. 
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