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Mr. President,

The WWSF Women’s World Summit Foundation - Children Section and the undersigned NGOs welcome the Human Rights session of the annual meeting on the Rights of the child, focusing on sexual violence.

The devastating impact of violence is fully documented in the UN Study on violence against children, which outlines what must be done to challenge the problem. States bear the prime responsibility for preventing and responding to violence, and for upholding the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other treaties, which guarantee to all the children in the world the right to live without violence and fear. Prevention is number 3 among the 12 recommendations to governments presented in the UN Study. 90 % of all violence against children is perpetrated in the home. Governments are faced with the challenge of balancing the respect for parental responsibilities, duties and rights and ensuring that children are protected in their homes.

The UN Study is a formidable CALL TO ACTION for all sectors of society at all levels, national and international, including civil society groups and individuals who have a role to play in creating and implementing better prevention measures. The Study’s main tenant is “Violence against children is never justifiable. Nor is it inevitable. If its underlying causes are identified and addressed, violence against children is entirely preventable.” So we have no more excuses.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of NGOs, institutions and grassroots groups around the world are ready to engage and collaborate in prevention and protection efforts, are eager to support the Special Representatives on Violence against Children and on Sexual Violence in conflict, as well as ensuring full implementation of the UN Study- and Third World Congress recommendations for the elimination of sexual abuse and violence against children and adolescents.

One among the many advocates around the world is a global coalition of relevant organizations, commemorating the World Day for prevention of abuse and violence against children with activities and events. Several countries support this campaign, such as Costa Rica, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Jordan, Central African Republic, Croatia, Argentina, to mention some of them.

However, while progress is noticeable in legislation in more advanced and democratic societies, sexual abuse and violence against children continues to persist in practice. We believe that no society can fully develop if legislation and entrenched customs, habits, attitudes, behaviors and prejudices prevent children from benefiting of their right to be free of abuse and sexual violence

in their homes, schools and communities, all places which should nurture their upbringing.

Finally, education for better prevention is one of the most urgent tasks, ensuring that universal access to violence-free learning environments is guaranteed in all schools and institutions where the rights of all children are respected and promoted. Equally important today is adult education for better prevention measures, learning about guidelines and behavior, which create obstacles to perpetrators. 

Parental engagement in children’s education is a key measure for prevention. Furthermore, discussions on sexual and reproductive rights at home, with parents and families, as well as inclusion of sex education in the school’s curricula is a good entry point to start breaking the "silence" in a more strategic way. PREVENTION IS KEY!  We all have a role to play. 

Thank you.
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