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“A lot of people say that children are the future.  If everyone really believed it, there
would be less, and maybe even no more, poverty in the world.  Today the fight

against poverty is the most important thing.”

Tapori delegation at the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
Geneva, July 1999

Introduction

Children from all countries and cultures, without exception, have the right to share their

dreams of a world where each child has friends and lives in peace.  Even at a young age,

children can promote children’s rights with their own words and actions.  When encouraged

to express their ideas, allowed to be in contact with others, and supported in what they do on a

daily basis to create peace, they participate in the fight against poverty and exclusion.

Today, thousands of children from 7 to 15 years old, in 50 countries on 4 continents, are in

link with Tapori.  Tapori is a worldwide network of friendship that creates connections

between children of all backgrounds.

Who are these children?  They meet in schools, neighborhoods, associations, within

families, or in group homes.  Some live with their families, others do not.  Some go regularly

to school, others go irregularly or not at all.  They live close to landfills, in slums, in the

streets of their city, in apartment buildings or in upper class neighborhoods.  Some work to

help their families survive, others do not.

For the most part, Tapori children meet in groups and dialogue together about specific

themes, such as how they can make sure the most excluded children can find a place in their

Tapori group, their class, or their neighborhood.  They get together to construct a way of

acting that doesn’t leave anyone out.

Children can be the first line of defense against human and children’s rights violations.

They have an innate sense of justice.  They try to integrate children who are excluded through

many actions.  Tapori makes known their actions in the fight against extreme poverty:

children from a neighborhood contribute to their friend’s school fees, a young girl defends a

child who is made fun of by her classmates, a boy goes to his town’s mayor to ask for an

explanation for the destruction of a friend’s home…

In Tapori, children are the principal actors.  They are the ones who choose to join the

group because they decide that they can’t carry the weight of the injustices in the society in

which they live.  Adults support them so they can accomplish their goals in cooperation with

other children.  Dalida, a child from Eastern Europe writes:

´7DSRUL� PHDQV� OHDUQLQJ� WR� VKDUH� RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ·V� SUREOHPV�� EHFDXVH� WKDW� FDQ
KDSSHQ�WR�HYHU\RQH�WR�KDYH�D�SUREOHP���:LWK�WZR�RU�PRUH�SHRSOH��LW·V�HDVLHU�WR�GHDO
ZLWK�µ

The message of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is inscribed on the

marble of the Plaza of Human Rights and Liberties at the Trocadero in Paris (France).
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“Where men are condemned to live in poverty, human rights are violated. Joining together to

see that those rights are respected is a solemn duty.” Joseph Wresinski.

Children understand this message well

and express it in their own words:

Tapori children have a different view on poverty.

´:H�DOZD\V�VSHDN�DERXW�HUDGLFDWLQJ�SRYHUW\��EXW�ZH�IRUJHW�WKDW�LW�LVQ·W�RQO\�PRQH\
WKDW�FKDQJHV�WKLQJV���:H�QHHG�IULHQGVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�µ- a child from Africa

´3RRU�SHRSOH�DUH�OLNH�XV�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV���,I�VRPHRQH�GRHVQ·W�ZDQW�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�D
SRRU�FKLOG��,·OO�SOD\�ZLWK�KLP���,W·V�RXU�KHDUW��RXU�NLQGQHVV��DQG�RXU�ORYH�WKDW�DUH
LPSRUWDQW��QRW�KRZ�ZH�KROG�RXUVHOYHV�RU�ZKDW�RWKHUV�VD\�µ���Sara, Europe

Children have a lot of ideas to fight poverty and violations of children’s rights.  In this

document, we’ll see how children are also creators of peace and why it’s important to give

them the means to express themselves and take action.  They can then motivate adults.  But to

permit each child’s participation, above all that of those most excluded, we should do what’s

necessary to work with them.

1. How do children create peace?

Children work each day to create peace and

friendship.  In their simple actions and words, they

reach out to the most excluded children.  They don’t

wait for adults to tell them what to do.  They don’t wait

for October 17 to get together and take action either.  But October 17 gives children the rare

opportunity to weigh in on important subjects and be heard by adults.  In public events on this

day, the words and actions of children are recognized.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, October 17 is a very important moment for a

number of Tapori groups, which comprise hundreds of children.  Their parents must go out

walking for kilometers each day to look for work.  Children need to support their parents by

doing the chores and many can’t go to school.  October 17 is a time to get together to do a

project and meet other children living in difficult circumstances.

´,�ZRXOG�MXVW�OLNH�WR�VD\�WR�DOO
FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�ILJKW
DJDLQVW�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\�VR�WKDW
SHDFH�FDQ�UHLJQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�µ
��Jolie, Africa

´([WUHPH�SRYHUW\�LV�OLNH�EHLQJ
LQ�SULVRQ�µ
- Geoffrey, Europe

´2QH�ILQJHU�DORQH�FDQQRW�HDW
.DODNRXV��VWDUFK\�YHJHWDEOH��
EXW�ZKHQ�ZH·UH�WRJHWKHU�LQ
RXU�DFWLRQ��ZH·UH�FDSDEOH�RI
GRLQJ�EHDXWLIXO�WKLQJV�µ
�- Cathony, Caribbean
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Faustin, an adult facilitator of the Tapori group “Enfants Etoiles” (Star Kids) in the

Democratic Republic of Congo writes about their experience on October 17, 2003:

7KH�6WDU�.LGV�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�WR�YLVLW�IRUPHU�FKLOG�VROGLHUV«LQ�D�FLW\�YHU\�IDU�IURP
WKHLU�QHLJKERUKRRG���,W�ZDV�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU���«WKH�6WDU�.LGV�DQG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ
IURP� WKH� JURXS� ´)ULHQGVKLS� DQG� 3HDFHµ� >DQRWKHU� JURXS� IURP� D� QHDUE\
QHLJKERUKRRG@� JRW� WR� NQRZ� WKH� IRUPHU� FKLOG� VROGLHUV�� � 7KLV� ZDV� GRQH� WKURXJK
GDQFHV��SRHWU\��JDPHV�DERXW�SHDFH�� VD\LQJ�QR� WR�ZDU�DQG�WR� WKH� XVH� RI� ��� WR� ��
\HDU�ROGV�LQ�WKH�DUP\���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\�QHYHU�HQGV�LQ�D
FRXQWU\�LQ�ZDU�DQG�LQVWDELOLW\«7KH�IRUPHU�FKLOGUHQ�VROGLHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�KDSS\�ZLWK
WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�RI�WKH�7DSRUL�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SURPLVHG�WR�FRRSHUDWH�ZLWK�WKHP�

Jolie, a child from the Star Kids group adds:

´:H�ZHQW�WR�SUHVHQW�7DSRUL���:H�SURPLVHG�RXU�IULHQGVKLS�WR�WKH�IRUPHU�FKLOG�VROGLHUV
DQG�WKH\�SURPLVHG�XV�WKHLU�VLQFHUH�FROODERUDWLRQ�µ

Walking a long time to met with a group of former child soldiers is a sign that children

want to bring peace and thus, make contact with those children whose lives are the farthest

from it.

Children take action at their own level, even if they don’t belong to a group.  In their daily

lives they do things to help others that seem small, but mean a lot.  On October 17, 2003

Catherine, from La Paz, Bolivia gave the following testimony:

´2QH�GD\�P\�IULHQG�MRLQHG�P\�FODVV�� �6KH·V�YHU\�VPDOO�DQG�DOO� WKH�VWXGHQWV�PDGH
IXQ�RI�KHU���6KH�IHOW�VDG���7KH�QH[W�GD\�ZKHQ�VKH�DUULYHG�WKH\�WHDVHG�KHU��FDOOLQJ
KHU� D� SLSVTXHDN�� DQ� HOI�� D� IOHD�� DQ� DQW�� �$W� ILUVW� ,� ODXJKHG�� EXW� WKH� GD\� DIWHU� ,
WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW�DQG�,�WROG�KHU�WKDW�,�ZDV�VRUU\���6KH�ZDV�DVKDPHG���,�VSRNH�ZLWK
WKH�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�P\�FODVV�DQG�ZH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW�WRJHWKHU���:H�ZHQW�WR�VHH
KHU�DQG�VDLG�VRUU\�WRJHWKHU���,�IHOW�DV�KDSS\�DV�VKH�GLG�µ

In France on October 17, 2004, ATD Fourth World Movement and the French Senate

organized a large gathering of children in Paris called the Junior Senate.  It brought together

310 10 to 15 year-olds of different backgrounds from all over France.  These children gave

testimonies, some about their own difficulties due to poverty and others about how they felt

called by the issue of exclusion and what they did to fight it.  Cedric stated:

´,�NQRZ�D�PDQ�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FDOOV�¶5DJV·�EHFDXVH�KH�ZHDUV�FORWKHV�KH�ILQGV�LQ�WKH
WUDVK��UDJV���1R�RQH�VSHDNV�ZLWK�RU�WDNHV�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�KLP���+H·V�QRW�PHDQ��EXW
ZLWK�KLV�IXQQ\�DSSHDUDQFH�KH�ORRNV�D�OLWWOH�VFDU\���,�GHFLGHG�WR�VD\�KHOOR�WR�KLP�µ

Pénélope gave the following testimony during the Junior Senate and reminds us that it’s not

easy to be friends with those who are excluded.

´/DVW� \HDU� LQ� P\� FODVV� DW� VFKRRO�� WZR� JLUOV� ZHUH� H[FOXGHG�� � 7KH\� ZHUH� FDOOHG
´IOHDEDJV�µ��,�WULHG�WR�WDON�ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKHP�DQG�EHFRPH�KHU�IULHQG��LW�ZDVQ·W�HDV\
EHFDXVH�P\�IULHQGV�LQ�WKH�FODVV�VWDUWHG�WR�GLVWDQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�PH�
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Children can go a long way in their commitment to the fight against poverty.  One class in

Schaerbeek, Belgium wrote to the mayor and councilors of their city, ´:H�DOVR�WKLQN�WKDW
JURXSV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�KHOS�RXW�SHRSOH�LQ�GLIILFXOW\�DQG�WKH�HOGHUO\���:H·UH�FDSDEOH�RI
GRLQJ�WKLQJV�IRU�RWKHUV���7KDW�FUHDWHV�FRQQHFWLRQV��PD\EH�VRPH�IULHQGVKLS��DQG
GHILQLWHO\�PRUH�UHVSHFW�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�GRQ·W�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU�µ

Maria-Luisa, a teacher from Bolivia explained:

$OEHUWR� OLYHG� DORQH� ZLWK� KLV� ROGHU� EURWKHU�� ZKR� ZDV� JRLQJ� WR� VFKRRO� DQG� ZRUNLQJ�
%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��$OEHUWR�ZDV�DOO�DORQH��ZLWK�QR�VXSSRUW���+H�GLGQ·W�GR�KLV�KRPHZRUN�
ZKLFK� LV�ZK\�KH�GURSSHG�RXW�VFKRRO�� �,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH�DWWLWXGH�RI� WKH�RWKHU
VWXGHQWV��ZKR�ZHUH�ZRUULHG� DERXW�KLV� DEVHQFH�� �%HIRUH�JHWWLQJ� WR� NQRZ�7DSRUL�� KH
ZRXOG�KDYH�MXVW�EHHQ�DQRWKHU�GURS�RXW���7KH�VWXGHQWV�DVNHG�PH�WR�WU\�WR�KHOS�KLP�D
OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH���7RJHWKHU��ZH�WULHG�WR�GR�D�ORW��EXW�GHVSLWH�WKDW�$OEHUWR�GLGQ·W�VWD\�LQ
VFKRRO���%XW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�KLV�IULHQG�DQG�EXLOW�D�VWURQJ�IULHQGVKLS�VR
DV�QRW�WR�OHDYH�KLP�DOO�DORQH�

Excerpt of the contribution of Tapori Bolivia to the seminar in Montreal

Children are willing to go beyond prejudices to meet and get to know each other.  They’re

often open to others.  Two girls from Western Europe explain what they gained from getting

to know children from other backgrounds:

,Q�RXU�JURXS�ZH·UH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW���7KHUH�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�DJHV�DQG
VRPH�JR�WR�VFKRRO��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�GRQ·W���6RPH�OLYH�LQ�SUHWW\�KRXVHV�DQG�RWKHUV
OLYH� LQ� DSDUWPHQW� EXLOGLQJV�� � 7KHUH� DUH� FKLOGUHQ� ZKR� DUH� D� OLWWOH� ELW
K\SHUDFWLYH�DQG�DUH�KDUG�WR�JHW�DORQJ�ZLWK��EXW�OLWWOH�E\�OLWWOH�ZH�OHDUQ�KRZ
WR�EH�ZLWK�WKHP�� �:H�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�VRPH�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�D� ORW�RI�ZRUULHV�DW
KRPH�RU�DW�VFKRRO���:KHQ�ZH�GR�WKLQJV�WRJHWKHU�DQG�WDON�WRJHWKHU�ZH�JHW�WR
EH�IULHQGV���(YHQ�LI�ZH�ILJKW�VRPHWLPHV��ZH�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�PDNH�XS�DIWHUZDUG�
7DNLQJ�WLPH�WR�ILQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�DQG�UHVSHFW�HDFK�RWKHU�LV�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�
:KHQ�D�FKLOG�LV�YLROHQW�LW·V�EHFDXVH�KH·V�XQKDSS\�DQG�LW�GRHVQ·W�KHOS�WR�UHMHFW
KLP�

6RPHWLPHV� ZH� KDYH� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW� H[WUHPH� SRYHUW\� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WR
GHVWUR\�� WKDW� ZH� FDQ·W� GR� DQ\WKLQJ� DORQH�� � :LWK� WKH� JURXS�� ZH� KDYH� PRUH
FRXUDJH�WR�UHDFK�RWKHUV�� �)RU�H[DPSOH��ZH�GRQ·W� OLNH�WR�VHH�\RXQJ�WUDYHOHUV
EHJJLQJ�LQ�WKH�FLW\�VWUHHWV�DQG�VR�ZH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�KRZ�WR�EHFRPH�IULHQGV
ZLWK�WKHP����:H�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�RI�LQYLWLQJ�WKHP�WR�SOD\�WKH�DFFRUGLRQ
LQ� RXU� FRQFHUW�� �7KH� FKLOGUHQ� WROG� XV� WKH\·G� UHDOO\� OLNH� WR�EH� DEOH� WR� JR� WR
VFKRRO�� EXW� WKH\� ZHUH� HYLFWHG� IURP� WKH� ODQG� ZKHUH� WKH\� ZHUH� EHFDXVH� D
EXLOGLQJ�ZDV� JRLQJ� WR�EH�EXLOW� WKHUH�� �7R� WKDQN� WKHP��ZH�JDYH� HDFK� RQH� RI
WKHP�D�EDFNSDFN�DQG�VRPH�VFKRRO�VXSSOLHV�µ

                                                          
1
 Known by the name gypsies, these families live in mobile homes and travel from city to city.  Some settle

down in one place, especially the poorest, who no longer have the means to travel.
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2. How to allow children to participate fully and express themselves?

Children can create peace if they have the right conditions.  Not all of

them are able to express their ideas and their opinions.  It takes time to

build confidence in one’s self and others, a friendship with others that

allows communication.

6LPRQ�� D� FKLOG� IURP� :HVWHUQ� (XURSH� ZKR� KDV� SDUWLFLSDWHG� IRU� D
QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�LQ�$7'�)RXUWK�:RUOG�0RYHPHQW·V�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�LV
QRZ� D� \RXQJ� DGXOW�� ZRUNV� ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ·V� FKDULWLHV�� � 6LPRQ� JUHZ� XS� LQ� H[WUHPH
SRYHUW\��EXW�ZKHQ�OLVWHQHG�WR�DQG�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�DV�D�FKLOG��KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�H[SUHVV
KLV�RSLQLRQV�DERXW�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�VXEMHFWV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�� �+H� VSRNH� LQ� SXEOLF� IRU� WKH�ILUVW� WLPH� DW� WKH� DJH� RI� VHYHQ�GXULQJ� DQ
2FWREHU� ��WK� FRPPHPRUDWLRQ«DQG�KH�EHFDPH�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�RI�VRFLHW\�ZLWK�KLV
RZQ�FRQWULEXWLRQ�

Allowing children to make a place for the most excluded in the group permits each child to

be heard and have an experience of friendship.

,Q�+DLWL�WKH�JURXS�/DOLQ�DN�6ROH\��WKH�VXQ�DQG�WKH�PRRQ�LQ�&UHROH��PHHWV�UHJXODUO\�LQ
RQH�RI�WKH�SRRUHVW�QHLJKERUKRRGV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO���0DFNHQVRQ��D�FKLOG�IURP�WKH�JURXS�
LV�D�UHOLDEOH�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�LWV�PHHWLQJV���%XW�KH·V�DOVR�KDQGLFDSSHG�DQG�FDQ·W�ZDON���)RU
KLP�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��KLV�ELJ�EURWKHU�RU�DQ�DGXOW�IDFLOLWDWRU�IURP�WKH�JURXS
PXVW�FDUU\�KLP�RQ�WKHLU�EDFNV�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ�SODFH�
0DFNHQVRQ�LV�D�KDSS\�FKLOG�DQG�PDNHV�WKRVH�DURXQG�KLP�KDSS\�DV�ZHOO�� �2Q�2FWREHU
���� ������ WKH� $7'� )RXUWK�:RUOG� WHDP� LQ� +DLWL� RUJDQL]HG� D� PHHWLQJ� RI� YHU\� SRRU
IDPLOLHV�DQG�WKHLU�DOOLHV���6LQFH�WKLV�KDSSHQHG�GXULQJ�D�WXUEXOHQW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
WKH\�ZHUHQ·W� VXUH� WKDW� WKH� FHUHPRQ\�ZRXOG� KDSSHQ�� � %XW� WKH� IDPLOLHV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�JHW�WRJHWKHU�DIWHU�DOO���7KH�FKLOGUHQ�SUHSDUHG�D�IHZ�VNLWV�DQG�JRW�XS�RQ
VWDJH�� �2XW�RI�WKH�EOXH�WKH\�SXW�0DFNHQVRQ�ULJKW� LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�DOO�RI�WKHP�� �$OO
WKH�SDUHQWV�DSSODXGHG�� �7KH\�VDLG�� ´+H·V�KHUH�WRR�µ� �)RU� WKHP� LW�ZDV�WKH� VLJQ� WKDW
QRERG\�KDG�EHHQ�IRUJRWWHQ�� �0DFNHQVRQ·V�IDPLO\�DQG�WKH�7DSRUL�JURXS·V�IDFLOLWDWRUV
ZRUN�KDUG�IRU�0DFNHQVRQ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�HDFK�WLPH���,W·V�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WR�DOO
WKH�SDUHQWV�WKDW�0DFNHQVRQ�FDQ�JR�RXW�DQG�KDYH�D�QRUPDO�OLIH�

Only taking into account the words of children who are the easiest to reach and most able

to express themselves means depriving ourselves of the experiences of the poorest children.

It also makes it impossible for children who have a lot to learn from dialoguing to get to know

one another.

0U��$QGUp�&��LV�D�WHDFKHU�LQ�DQ�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�LQ�%HOJLXP���,Q������KH
SURSRVHG�WR�KLV�VWXGHQWV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�7DSRUL�FDPSDLJQ���+H�JDYH�WKHP�WKH
FKRLFH�WR�DFFHSW�RU�UHIXVH���$OO�RI�WKH�FODVV�VDLG�\HV�ZLWK�QR�KHVLWDWLRQ���7KH
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7DSRUL�FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�FUHDWHG�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�VWRU\�´/RRNLQJ�IRU�7XUWOH�µ��ª���$QGUp
WHOOV�KRZ�WKLV�FKDQJHG�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�DPRQJ�KLV�VWXGHQWV�

´9HU\�TXLFNO\�WKH�VWXGHQWV�LGHQWLILHG�ZLWK�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�DQLPDOV�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�
:KHQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�FRXOG�VSHDN��LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ZD\�WKH\�SOD\HG�WKH�UROH�RI�HDFK
DQLPDO���7KH\�FDOOHG�HDFK�RWKHU�D�ORW�RI�GLIIHUHQW�QDPHV�LQ�FODVV�DQG�,�OHW�WKLV
KDSSHQ��HYHQ�LI�WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPHWLPHV�KXUW�IHHOLQJV���,�ZDQWHG�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH
RWKHU�DQLPDOV�ZKR�FRXOGQ·W�XQGHUVWDQG�7XUWOH�FRXOG�EH�YHU\�YLROHQW�DQG�DJJUHVVLYH�
HYHQ�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUGV�DQG�JHVWXUHV���:KHQ�D�FKLOG�GHFLGHG�WR�SOD\�WKH�UROH�RI�7XUWOH�
VKH�FRXOG�DOVR�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�KHU�OLQHV��VD\LQJ��¶,·P�VDG��,·P�XQKDSS\��QR�RQH�OLNHV
PH�·��:KHQ�WKH\�WRRN�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�WRDG�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORQJ�VLOHQFH��+HUH�,·P
IRUFHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�RWKHUV��WR�DVN�P\VHOI��¶,V�WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�QH[W�WR�PH�GRLQJ
RND\"·��,W·V�RQO\�ZKHQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�UHDOO\�WRRN�RQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV·�UROHV�WKDW�WKH\
FRXOG�VD\�WKDW�YHUEDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�

9HU\�TXLFNO\��WKHUH�ZHUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�VDLG��¶<RX�NQRZ��ZH�FDQ�EH�WKH
WRDG�RQH�GD\�RU�RQH�PLQXWH��WKH�SDQWKHU�WKH�QH[W�PLQXWH��DQG�WKH�WXUWOH�WKH�GD\
DIWHU�·��([SHULHQFLQJ�WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�P\�FODVV�ZDV�IDQWDVWLF�IRU�PH���1RW
RQO\�GLG�WKH\�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�WKH�DQLPDOV��EXW�WKH\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�PHVVDJH���$QG�LI
WKH\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�PHVVDJH�WKH\�ZHUH�PDWXUH�HQRXJK�WR�H[SUHVV�RWKHU�WKLQJV
WKDQ�WKH�ZRUGV�WKH\�ZHUH�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�KHDU�DQG�VD\��FRPSODLQWV�RU�YLROHQW�DQG
DJJUHVVLYH�ZRUGV���6R�WKHUH�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�OHIW�WKDW�ZH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�DERXW�
7KH�DFW�RI�WDNLQJ�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�ZKDW�ZH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�DERXW��DQG�KDG�IHZ
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�H[SORUH��PDGH�WKH�SURMHFW�D�VXFFHVV�µ

Consulting children shouldn’t be a symbolic action, as in asking their opinions about

insignificant things.  They should be asked to participate in each moment of their lives.

Assuring the children’s participation is a long process.  ATD Fourth World volunteers make a

long-term investment so that each child is listened to, as demonstrated by Noudia’s story.

                                                          
2
 During a drought, Turtle is chased from the village by the other animals.  The drought continues and Lion calls

together all the animals.  Toad has the courage to say that Turtle isn’t at the meeting because he’s been chased

away.  All the animals go to look for him.
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1RXGLD�LV�D�FKLOG�RI�(DVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�RULJLQ�ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�:HVWHUQ�(XURSH��6KH�ZDV�WHQ
\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�ZH�PHW�KHU��:H�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�ZH
RUJDQL]HG�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO�FKLOGUHQ��%XW�IRU�KHU��LW�ZDVQ·W�HDV\�WR�WDNH�SDUW��6KH�ZDVQ·W
HGXFDWHG��DQG�VKH�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�FRQILGHQFH�WR�MRLQ�D�FKLOGUHQ·V�JURXS�RU�WR
JR�WR�VFKRRO��6KH�ZDV�GHHSO\�DVKDPHG�RI�KHUVHOI�DQG�RI�KHU�IDPLO\�ZKR�VXUYLYHG�WKURXJK
EHJJLQJ��7KH�RWKHUV�UHMHFWHG�KHU��6KH�GLG�QRW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�PDQ\�DFWLYLWLHV��QRW�HYHQ�LQ
WKH�VWUHHW�OLEUDU\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZD\�WKH�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�

:H�IHOW�WKDW�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�VWHS�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�LI�ZH�ZDQWHG�1RXGLD�WR�MRLQ�WKH�JURXS�DW
WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU��:H�VWDUWHG�WR�YLVLW�KHU�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�D�FRPSXWHU��6KH�LPPHGLDWHO\
FRQQHFWHG�WKH�SURMHFW�ZLWK�KHU�GHHS�GHVLUH�WR�JR�WR�VFKRRO��6KH�ZDQWHG�DOZD\V�WR�ZULWH
ZLWK�WKH�FRPSXWHU��+HU�IDPLO\�DOVR�WRRN�SDUW��LQFOXGLQJ�KHU�VLVWHUV�DQG�KHU�SDUHQWV�

:H�FUHDWHG�DQ�,QWHUQHW�VLWH�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU��2Q�WKH�ILUVW�SDJH
ZDV�D�WUHH�ZLWK�D�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�HDFK�FKLOG�LQ�WKH�JURXS��(YHQ�LI�1RXGLD�KDG�QRW�\HW
MRLQHG�WKH�JURXS��VKH�KDG�KHU�SODFH�RQ�WKH�WUHH�DQG�VR�ZDV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�WKH
RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��7KH\�GLG�QRW�HYHQ�NQRZ�KHU�ILUVW�QDPH��WKH\�MXVW�LQVXOWHG�KHU��*UDGXDOO\
GXULQJ�WKH�PHHWLQJV��WKH\�OHDUQHG�WR�FDOO�KHU�E\�KHU�ILUVW�QDPH�DQG�JRW�WR�NQRZ�KHU
WKURXJK�KHU�SHUVRQDO�ZHE�SDJH�

1RXGLD�JRW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�HDFK�WLPH�ZH�ZHQW�WR�KHU�SODFH�ZLWK�WKH
FRPSXWHU�DQG�VKH�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�VLWH��ZKLFK�JUHZ�JUDGXDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�SHUVRQDO�SDJHV�RI
HDFK�FKLOG��%XW�WKH�OLQN�ZLWK�1RXGLD�UHPDLQHG�YHU\�IUDJLOH�DQG�VKH�GLG�QRW�IHHO�UHDG\�WR
WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�JURXS�DW�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU�

2QH�GD\��1RXGLD�UHFRUGHG�D�VRQJ�LQ�KHU�ODQJXDJH��6KH�IHOW�DEOH�WR�GR�LW�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV
DW�KRPH�DQG�VKH�IHOW�VDIH��+HU�PRWKHU�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKDW�KHU�GDXJKWHU�FRXOG�VLQJ�VR
PDUYHORXVO\��+HU�VRQJ�ZDV�DGGHG�WR�WKH�VRQJ�SDJH�RQ�WKH�VLWH��$W�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU�
WKH�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�VWDUWHG�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KHU�VRQJ��DQG�ZHUH�YHU\�LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�ZD\
1RXGLD�VDQJ��7KH\�ORYHG�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KHU��:LWK�WKLV�VRQJ��VKH�H[LVWHG�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�ZD\
IRU�WKH�RWKHUV�DQG�VKH�ZDV�NQRZQ�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�EHDXWLIXO�VKH�FRXOG�GR�

7KLV�SURMHFW�JDYH�VXIILFLHQW�FRQILGHQFH�WR�1RXGLD�WR�HQDEOH�KHU�WR�MRLQ�WKH�JURXS��%XW�LW
WRRN�WLPH���DW�OHDVW�D�\HDU�EHIRUH�VKH�GDUHG�WR�FRPH�WR�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU��$QG�WKHQ�
VWUHQJWKHQHG�E\�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��VKH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�HQUROO�LQ�VFKRRO��,Q�������ZH�DVNHG
1RXGLD�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�)RUXP�RI�WKH�7DSRUL�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�*HQHYD��6KH
ZDV�DEOH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�KHUVHOI�WKDW�VKH�KDG�JDLQHG�WKURXJK
WKH�JURXS�DW�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU��1RXGLD�VDLG�GXULQJ�WKH�)RUXP�WKDW�IRU�KHU��WKH�PRVW
LPSRUWDQW�KXPDQ�ULJKW�ZDV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�JR�WR�VFKRRO�DQG�VKH�WDONHG�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�
LQVWHDG�RI�JRLQJ�WR�VFKRRO��KDYH�WR�ZRUN�WR�KHOS�WKHLU�IDPLO\�WR�VXUYLYH�

Noudia has a lot to share and through the long-term support of the adults around her, she

was capable not only of claiming her own rights, but also of defending others’ rights.
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3. Children experience October 17
th

The ATD Fourth World team in Bolivia has a lot of experience organizing October 17
th

commemorations with children as the focal point.  Charo, a permanent volunteer writes in her

contribution:

“During the last six years we’ve done public activities with children at the Prado Plaza, a

central location in the city of La Paz.  This space is used by different organizations to get

together and share their actions with other citizens.

We think it’s a good way to share Tapori, as much for the children as for the adult

facilitators.  Many families come to this public space on the weekends, and this allowed many

children to participate in the Tapori campaign for October 17
th

...Children from different

Tapori groups feel very recognized and committed to leading this activity.”

7KH�7DSRUL�JURXS�IURP�WKH�9LOOD�)DWLPD�DUHD�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�FRPPHPRUDWLYH�VWRQH
LQ�-XO\��������:H�DVNHG�WKHP�KRZ�WKH\�FRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�WKH
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'D\�IRU�WKH�(UDGLFDWLRQ�RI�3RYHUW\�DW�WKH�3UDGR���7KH\�ZDQWHG�WR
SXEOLFL]H�WKH�FRPPHPRUDWLYH�VWRQH�DQG�LWV�PHDQLQJ�WR�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�SRYHUW\���6R
WKH\�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�WKLV�GD\�NQRZQ�E\�SUHSDULQJ�D�SOD\��IOLHUV��DQG�D�ZRUNVKRS�WR
DOORZ�RWKHUV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�2FWREHU���WK�ORJR�
,Q�'HFHPEHU������ZH�JRW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�WR�HYDOXDWH�ZKDW�WKH\
H[SHULHQFHG�

´:LWK�7DSRUL�,�OHDUQHG�WR�KHOS�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�IHZHU�UHVRXUFHV�WKDQ�XV�DQG�DOVR
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DOO�KHOS�WHDU�GRZQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\�µ
3DEOR����

´2FWREHU����LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PH�EHFDXVH�LW·V�D�GD\�ZKHQ�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�YDOXH�RI
SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�KDG�WR�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\��PRWKHUV��IDWKHUV�
WHHQDJHUV��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�µ
0DQROR�*XWLpUUH]����

Excerpt of the contribution of Tapori Bolivia for the seminar in Montreal
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4. How do children motivate adults?

Children often have a simple, but profound vision of the world.

If there’s a child who has no friends, you should be her friend.  If

something is broken, it should be fixed.  If there’s someone with no

home, he should have a home.  This way of thinking is powerful because of it’s simplicity.

It’s also a logic that speaks to adults.  By listening to children and paying attention to their

actions, adults can learn a lot.

Faustin, facilitator of the Tapori group the Star Kids, describes how children came

together on March 21, 2003, International Day of Fresh Water:

´7KH�FKLOGUHQ�KDG�WKH�DXGDFLW\�WR�FOHDQ�DQG�IL[�XS�WKH� ODUJH�IRXQWDLQ�� �7KHUH�ZHUH
SDUHQWV� DURXQG� ZKR� VDZ� WKLV� DQG� DVNHG� WKHPVHOYHV�� ¶:KDW� DUH� WKHVH� NLGV� GRLQJ"·
7KH\�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�XS�WR�WKHP��WKH�DGXOWV��WR�GR�WKLV�DQG�QRW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��,
UHPHPEHU�KRZ�WKH�SDUHQWV�SLFNHG�XS�WKHLU�WRROV�DQG�FOHDQHG�RXW�WKH�FDQDO�WKDW�WKH
FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�WRR�VPDOO�WR�GR���(YHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�ZDV�WKULOOHG�DQG�FRXOGQ·W
VWRS�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW�µ

Sometimes children can remind us that friendship is something very important to them.

Alice, from France, sent the following message to Tapori:

´,Q�P\�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�,�NQRZ�D�JLUO�ZKR·V�D� OLWWOH�FKXEE\�DQG�KDV�EUDFHV�� �(YHU\RQH
PDNHV�IXQ�RI�KHU���,�ZHQW�WR�WDON�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�WHDVH�KHU�DQG�VDLG��¶:KDW�LI�\RX�ZHUH
FKXEE\� DQG� KDG� EUDFHV"� � :RXOG� \RX� OLNH� LW� LI� SHRSOH� PDGH� IXQ� RI� \RX"·� � 7KDW
DIWHUQRRQ��WKH\�GLGQ·W�VD\�RQH�XQNLQG�ZRUG�WR�KHU���,Q�VWXGHQW�FRXQFLO��,�VDLG�WKDW�VKH
ZDV�EHLQJ�PDGH�IXQ�RI�� �(YHU\RQH�VDLG�WKDW�GXULQJ�UHFHVV�VKH�VKRXOG�FRPH�DQG�VHH
WKH�SULQFLSDO�� �7KH�SULQFLSDO� WROG�KHU�� ¶6KRZ�PH�ZKR�PDNHV� IXQ� RI� \RX� DQG� ,·OO� JLYH
WKHP�GHWHQWLRQ�·
,�GRQ·W�NQRZ� LI� LW·V�JRRG�WR�JLYH� WKHP�GHWHQWLRQ�� WKRXJK�� �,·G� OLNH� WKHP�WR�ILQG�RXW
ZKDW�D�JRRG�IULHQG�VKH�LV���7KH\�QHHG�WR�VHH�KHU�JRRG�VLGH�µ

Thus Alice refocuses the situation on the basics: other children make fun of her friend

because they don’t know her.  Punishment won’t let them get to know her better.  This

example shows that children are able to organize themselves and have things to say about the

best way to be with others.

Andreï and Daniel are two friends from school who live close to Paris, France.  They’re

both six-years old.  Andreï and his family are from Romania.  They’ve lived on a vacant lot in

a cabin built of scrap pieces of wood for a year.  One day bulldozers arrived and destroyed

Andreï’s home because the living conditions were judged to be too unsanitary.

Andreï told Daniel what happened.  After speaking with his mother, Daniel went with her

to the mayor’s office to demand an explanation from the mayor.  The mayor saw Daniel and

his mother and listened to Daniel tell about Andreï’s family and their house.  He saw the

strength of Daniel’s friendship with Andreï, but also his sense of injustice.  Pushed by Daniel

to live up to his responsibilities, the mayor looked for a way to rehouse the family and ended

up placing them in a building owned by the city.
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In 1999, to commemorate the 10
th

 anniversary of the Convention relative to the Rights of

the Child, Tapori organized a Children’s Forum at the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.

Mary Robinson, at the time the High Commissioner for Human Rights at the UN, attended a a

session where children spoke out, as well as a more festive moment at the Wilson Palace.  She

reacted and reiterated why it’s necessary for children to speak with adults from the political

and diplomatic world.

´7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�,�OLVWHQHG�WR�WKH�VHYHQ�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�VSRNH��,�ZDV�YHU\
WRXFKHG�E\�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�WKH\�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�IDPLO\��RQ�HGXFDWLRQ��RQ�ZKDW
WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG���7KHLU�VSHHFK�ZDVQ·W�HJRWLVWLFDO���7KH\
WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKH�ZD\�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�RWKHUV·�KDSSLQHVV�

«,�VDZ�RWKHU�DGXOWV�DURXQG�PH��LQFOXGLQJ�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�DPEDVVDGRUV��ZKR�KDG
WHDUV�LQ�WKHLU�H\HV���7KDW�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WROG�XV�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH
UHDOO\�OLVWHQHG�WR�

<RX��WKH�7DSRUL�FKLOGUHQ��\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH���7KHVH�PHHWLQJV
OLNH�WKH�RQH�ZH�KDG�WRGD\�DUH�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PH��P\�FROOHDJXHV��RWKHU
DJHQFLHV�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��DQG�GLSORPDWV��EHFDXVH�ZH�DOZD\V�ULVN
ILJKWLQJ�IRU�DEVWUDFWLRQV��IRU�LGHDV�DQG�\RX�EULQJ�XV�EDFN�WR�UHDO�OLIH�µ

�0DU\�5RELQVRQ������

5. Our recommendations

• Children can create peace in their families, their

neighborhood, their parish, or their schools when they have

the necessary means and support.  We ask that communities,

states, and associations of all kinds take care that each child

has the possibility to participate and share what they know

how to do to create peace and solidarity.  That means that each child must have a niveau

de vie sufficient to take part in the life of their community.  That also means that each

child should be able to go to school and learn.

• Each child should be able to belong to a group or a children’s

association to meet and think with other children.  They should

be supported by adults to allow each child to find her place in the

group and be able to express herself.  States such as city councils

and children’s councils should encourage projects that foster

children’s words, while also ensuring that even the most

excluded children are present.

• Adults must give children good conditions to speak, give their opinions, and be heard.  We

should recognize their acts of peace and friendship and encourage them to get together

with other children. Being listened to and having access to a forum for self-expression

need to be possible on a long-term basis, not just for special events.

Convention on the Rights
of the Child article 12 :

6WDWHV�3DUWLHV�VKDOO�DVVXUH�WR�WKH
FKLOG�ZKR�LV�FDSDEOH�RI�IRUPLQJ�KLV
RU�KHU�RZQ�YLHZV�WKH�ULJKW�WR
H[SUHVV�WKRVH�YLHZV�IUHHO\�LQ�DOO
PDWWHUV�DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�FKLOG…
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• States; associations; and local, national, and international institutions should see that the

child delegates are not always the same children.  Often those named as delegates to

represent their group, region, or country are those who express their thoughts the most

easily.  Those organizations and institutions which consult child delegates should fin a

way to allow the most excluded children to participate through well-financed, well-staffed

long-term projects.  They should also prioritize those projects that allow children from

different socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds to work together.  Multidisciplinary

and artistic projects should also be used to facilitate complex thinking and self-expression.

Allowing the full participation of the poorest children makes them stronger and more self-

confident.  This can act as an impulsion for them to change their lives and the lives of

other children.

• We need to give children the opportunity to make a real contribution to the fight against

poverty.  For anti-poverty initiatives to be a real success, all stakeholders, including the

poorest children in the community, need to be full actors in their planning,

implementation, and evaluation.

• Meetings between those from the political and diplomatic world and children can be

enriching for both sides.  This allows children to explain what they want for the world and

adults to listen and respond to the children.  This also gives children more trust in those

who have power and makes them feel that their voice counts.  This can be done on the

local, national, or international level.  It’s important to note, however, that these meetings

must be assiduously prepared to assure that children are able to express exactly what they

want to say.


