Suggestions for the Committee

A big problem for children to be heard, is the different language adults use.  Always adults expect children to be adapted to their way of handling, talking, discussing; they call it socializing.  But this process should be reciprocal.  Also adults should adapt themselves to the children’s way of life.  To facilitate the communication on the political level, there is a strong need for mediators.  They should be able to translate children’s concerns in terms adults understand, and to translate adult’s concerns in terms children understand.

Another big problem is the children’s lack of power.  In the decision-making processes, their participation is mostly very limited, especially where it concerns ‘hard’ stuff.  Children are allowed to be involved in decisions concerning the design of their playground, but not in the design of the market place.  Personal interests of adults, economical interests, political interests create more power than children’s interests.  For that reason there is a need for children’s advocates on every political level.

