Case studies from Save the Children Youth Denmark part 1

As Save the Children Youth is a rather young organisation. We work with the rigths of the child in different projects that embrace the articles in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The below mentioned projects reflects some of the work we do. 

Wanted

Wanted was a happening made in order to draw the attention to the unaccompanied refugee children that disappear in Denmark. It took place at the city square in Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark. Posters were made with a silhouette of a child with the heading saying wanted. A big silhouette similar to the one on the poster were put up for the people to sign on, so that greater attention were given to this problem. 

Furthermore the posters gave information about that 59 per cent
 of the unaccompanied refugee children in Denmark were missing and nothing were done actively in order to find the children. There were not putten up any posters or anything the like. The police search for the children under 15 years old actively and youngsters above 15 is just wanted if there is no particular circumstances that indicate assault. The children are though reported to Eurodac and they use the system they have in order to find them. But there is no proper system that reports if there are a child found in another country being wanted in Denmark. There are taken different steps in order to ensure the unaccompanied child.  In january 2006 a workshop were made about this issue. There were no agreement made to cooporate across borders, it was only seen as a possible solution.

The articels 11, 19, 20, 22 in the Convention on the Right of the Child(CRC) treats this subject matter. 

Article 11 

1. States Parties shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-return of children abroad. 

2. To this end, States Parties shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or multilateral agreements or accession to existing agreements. 

Article 19 

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child. 

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial involvement. 

Article 20 

1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State. 

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative care for such a child. 

3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, Kafala of Islamic law, adoption or if necessary placement in suitable institutions for the care of children. When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity in a child's upbringing and to the child's ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background. 

Article 22 

1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties. 

2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate, co-operation in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergovernmental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family of any refugee child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other members of the family can be found, the child shall be accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for any reason, as set forth in the present Convention.

In order to improve the lives of the children, steps must be taken to enhance co-oporation between the countries in order to make sure that the children do not fall victim to trafficking or other assaults as mentioned in article 11 and 19.  Furthermore there is a need for an active initiative must be taken in order  to search for disappeared children that is above the age of 15 as the police do not search for them actively. They are still children as they are below 18 years old.

Case studies from save the children youth Denmark – part 2 
How can an enabling environment conducive to child participation be created? 

A way of doing that is to bring the information to the children.

 Simply create an environment, and a forum for participation at the schools, and later on participation in society. 
The information unit - From youth to youth

Most children in the Denmark have little or no knowledge of CRC, and knowledge is the basic foundation of decision making.

The information unit is a group of young volunteers that is trained in teaching the children about the CRC. It is the basic principal of young teaching children. When young people are taught by some one close to their own age it is usually easier for them to relate to the person and the message that is being told. 

The purpose of this project is to insure awareness of the CRC and to educate children in Denmark, possibly later in other countries, about CRC. The purpose is to get to them to think, express and discuss the CRC and the meaning of it in their own life and in other children’s lives  around world. 

The information unit travel from to school to school, and gives lectures about CRC, in a manner (language, and methods) the students can comprehend. 

The introductions are primarily given in the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th grades and in high schools. 

Their work enhances the children awareness about their own lives and rights and with the lectures makes the children reflect and teaches them ways to express them self about their own rights and other children rights. 

Along side the lectures about CRC, the children are also informed about Save the Children Youth.  What we are and why we do what we do. Naturally without preaching, because meaningful action only comes from within.

Hopefully the seed that the unit have planted in the children’s mind will grow and blossom into opinions and ideas, and a will to be heard. From knowledge to action! From awareness to participation!
Most children and adolescents in Denmark see no reason to become aware of their rights /and others or participate in society. 

For example a lot of schools have trouble making the children interested in participating in the schools student council
Three main reasons for that could be:

1. Most children in Denmark are privileged regarding most areas of their lives. For exampel: financial, educational, family and protection.

2. They are use to the adults making the decisions for them.

3. The have not been taught in way it made sense or have forgotten what is was like to be a child before childhood, and children was something we agreed to cherishing and protect.

A concrete and recent example on the effect of bring the information to the children can be found at some months ago. When the Danish government was suggested to dismiss group examinations in upper secondary school, the student at my school went to demonstrate against passing of this legislation. They used that knowledge of their right and use the right to participate in society to do so.

How have children been active as participants in society....?
Save the Children Youth – Denmark members are approximately from 15 – 30 of age. 

For eksample some of our chairman/women in local groups are at present time 16 years old. They are participating on the same level as all the volunteers in the organization. Their voices and decision at board meetings are as valid as any other member. The reason to that is that all members are encouraged to participate actively and all members that choose to do so is given all the guidance and help that is necessary from “older” member in the organization. Because it is a new organization and a youth organization it is the core of the organization working structure and basis for existents that the volunteers take initiatives them selves.

The basic ideology that makes participation possible for children and adolescents:

  It is to see the youth’s way of thinking and working as a resource and not a disadvantage. Some of the children and adolescents resources that our organization is build upon and has grown from is  : the open mind spirit of  children that makes them curios, before judging, unlike adults, Their eagerness  to learn and try new things.  The ability of the youth of today is to be flexible and receives different input quickly. 
� The number is from 2003





