“Influencing Governments Globally!”

Children’s involvement in the 2006 Day of General Discussion and the General Comment on Article 12

The Committee on the Rights of the Child’s next Day of General Discussion on 15th September 2006 will be an opportunity – among others - for children and young people around the world to inform and influence the Committee’s advice to governments on the implementation of Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
An Interagency Planning group has been established, comprising Save the Children, ECPAT International, Plan UK, IFCO, CRIN and UNICEF, advising the Committee on the Rights of the Child on children’s ethical and meaningful participation in the Day of General Discussion, within the constraints and challenges such an international process creates. 

How to involve children?

The interagency group will facilitate a two-day preparatory open forum from 13th through 14th September for children and young people under the age of 18. The forum will provide children and young people with information, time and resources to work together to prepare for their involvement in the Day of General Discussion and the development of the Committee’s General Committee on Article 12.

Who can attend? Children and young people sponsored by a responsible national or international agency, and accompanied by an adult or chaperone.

How to apply? Children and young people must send a separate application form to the Committee by 1st August. All requests will be considered expressions of interests and the Secretariat of the Committee will provide confirmation of registration by 15th August.  Due to space limitations it has been made clear that not all requests for participation will be able to be accommodated. Requests for attendance will therefore be considered taking into account various factors, including the limited places available, the need for adequate regional representation, the diversity of child participation experiences and the participation of children and young people.

What about costs? Meals and refreshments will be provided during the open forum and optional arrangements for leisure activities will be organised. However, the interagency group will not be responsible for financially supporting or arranging travel, accommodation and daily subsistence allowances. This is the responsibility of the sponsoring organisation.

Children and young people – whether participating or not in the Day of General Discussion - are also invited to submit written contributions as soon as possible to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Note that the official deadline for sending written submissions was 30th June 2006.

How? Documents may be sent in English, French or Spanish to the Office of the High Commissioner at: CRCgeneraldiscussion@ohchr.org. Guidelines and additional information are available on the OHCHR website.

Open Forum Details

This event will be organised and facilitated by the Interagency Group and a team of young facilitators. This forum will be open to all under 18s provided that their participation is supported by a responsible national or international agency, including the presence of an accompanying adult.

The purpose of the forum will be to:

· Support children and young people to influence policy makers on the application of a child’s right to be heard

· Support the higher visibility of children and young people and their issues in the Day of General Discussion

· Support a process in which children and young people can shape the opportunities for their participation presented by the Day of General Discussion

· Support and promote the amplification of children’s voices through their own channels such as children’s media initiatives, CRIN, Voices of Youth etc

· Continue efforts to increase the accountability of governments and duty bearers in terms of reporting to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and, in particular, on Article 12

· Facilitate opportunities to enable children and young people to develop a plan of action for mobilising children’s participation within their countries to influence the General Comment.


A provisional programme for the forum includes:

· Welcome from the Committee on the Rights of the Child

· Introduction to the forum

· Introduction to Article 12 and related participation articles

· Sharing experiences of good practice

· Review children and young people’s submissions 

· Focus on the Day of General Discussion and the 2 Working Groups

· Preparing recommendations and key messages

· Dialogue with the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the NGO Group on the CRC

· Next Steps

