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Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Parental duties towards children are stated in article 1198 of the Civil Code and reinforced in the Law on Education (No. 826, 1997). Failure to fulfil parental obligations in child-rearing is punishable under the Code of Administrative Offences (article 172) and can lead to deprivation of parental rights under the Civil Code (article 1205.2). Children have limited legal protection from violence under the Penal Code (1999, amended 2005), the Law on the Elimination of Domestic Violence (2006) and the Constitution (1995).

In 2003, under examination by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the government stated that it was considering prohibition in the home but we have found no evidence of progress in this respect.

A 2000 study by the Red Cross Committee of Georgia involving structured interviews with 4,382 children aged 6-17 years found that almost two in five (39.2%) reported being subject to corporal punishment within the family, mostly by the mother.
 Almost a third (31.8%) reported experiencing physical punishment in schools, predominantly (in 96% of cases) by school teachers.
Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is considered unlawful in schools under the Law on Education which states that school discipline must not involve methods which physically abuse or degrade the pupil, but there is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment.

Corporal punishment is prohibited in the penal system.

According to the second state party report to the Human Rights Committee in 2001, corporal punishment is prohibited in institutional care establishments (CCPR/C/GEO/2000/2, para.117) but we have no details of applicable law. There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in other forms of childcare.

We have no information relating to situations of employment.

In its concluding observations on the state party’s second report in 2003, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended explicit prohibition in legislation of corporal punishment in the family (CRC/C/15/Add.222, para. 45). In its previous concluding observations on the initial report in 2000, the Committee noted the state party’s intention to prohibit within the family and recommended legislative measures to prohibit in the family, schools and care institutions (CRC/C/15/Add.124, paras. 42 and 43). In light of the Committee’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” and taking into account the recommendation in the UN Secretary General’s Study on violence against children that all corporal punishment of children be prohibited by 2009, we hope the Committee will recommend the state party begin the process of legal reform as a matter of urgency.

� Red Cross Committee of Georgia, 2000, “Child Abuse and Neglect”, Red Cross/UNICEF
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