Group 2: Children as active participants in society 
Group will focus on the child’s right to express views in various settings, such as the family, school, associations and politics, and become active participants in decision making processes in these settings. 

Article 12

Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account.
Article 12

1. States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.

2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national law. 
Article 13 

Children have the right to get and to share information, as long as the information is not damaging to them or to others.
Article 13

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice.  2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary: (a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; or (b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or morals. 

Article 15

Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and organisations, as long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights.
Article 15

1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and to freedom of peaceful assembly.  2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

1. How have you been active as a participant in society and what is your view of this participation?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How can you be an equal participant in society? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Can children start your own projects?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What rules should be created to ensure your participation in schools and communities?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Can adults measure children’s participation?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Can children measure their own participation?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What things need to be done to ensure your voices is heard? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Should children’s group be recognized, and at what level?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Should you be able to vote, or be part of any political process before 18?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

