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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 61st Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

GUINEA
Guinea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 February 2008.

State report - Currently not available.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home?
· What steps are being taken to review laws and policies to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights? 

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster and adoptive families ?
· Does the Government have a general plan for deinstitutionalisation and the reintegration of children with disabilities, into community settings?

· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available and accessible to children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities, regarding violence, exploitation, or harmful practices living in both institutions and the community?
· What steps is the Government taking towards providing inclusive education to children with disabilities in accordance with Article 24 of the CRPD? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc)?
· What measures are in place to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
· What measures are being taken to guarantee the collection of disaggregated data on children with disabilities in order to develop policies and programmes to promote their equal opportunities of participation in society?
· How are international cooperation and international development programmes within Vietnam inclusive of children with disabilities?  Does the government engage in consultation with children and adults with disabilities to ensure that all international cooperation programmes are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) and 32 of the CRPD?
Article 32 - International cooperation

1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures could include, inter alia:

(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices;

(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;

(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.

ANNEX- Disability references in previous CRC Concluding Observations with respect to Guinea

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 20th session, CRC/C/15/Add.100, 1999
10. Concern is expressed at the lack of a systematic, comprehensive and disaggregated quantitative and qualitative data-collection mechanism for all areas covered by the Convention, especially the most hidden, such as child abuse or ill-treatment, but also in relation to all vulnerable groups of children, including girls, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock, children victims of sale, trafficking and prostitution and refugee children.  The Committee recommends that the State party develop a comprehensive system of collecting disaggregated data, in order to gather all necessary information on the situation of all children under 18 years of age in the various areas covered by the Convention, including children belonging to vulnerable groups. 

Technical cooperation in this area from, inter alia, UNICEF is encouraged.

17. With regard to the implementation of article 2, insufficient measures have been adopted to ensure the full enjoyment by all children of the rights recognized in the Convention, in particular in relation to matters of inheritance, as well as access to education and health services.  The Committee is particularly concerned at the situation of vulnerable groups of

children, such as girl children, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, refugee children and children born out of wedlock.  The Committee recommends that a more active approach be taken to eliminate discrimination against vulnerable groups of children.

28. In relation to the situation of children with disabilities, the Committee expresses its concern at the limited infrastructure, qualified staff and specialized institutions.  In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96), the Committee recommends that the State party develop early identification programmes to prevent disabilities, implement alternative measures to the institutionalization of children with disabilities, envisage awareness-raising campaigns to reduce discrimination, establish special education programmes and centres and encourage the inclusion of disabled children in society.  The Committee further recommends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities.

1

