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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

First session 

Agenda item 4

IMPLEMENTATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 60/251
OF 15 MARCH 2006 ENTITLED “HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL”

Argentina, Belgium*, Bulgaria*, Cameroon, Chile*, Croatia*, Cuba, Finland,
France, Guatemala, Italy*, Lesotho*, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway*, Panama*,
Peru, Portugal*, Senegal, Slovenia*, South Africa, Spain*, Tunisia, Ukraine,
                                             Uruguay:  draft resolution

2006/…
Open-ended Working Group on an optional protocol to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights


The Human Rights Council,


Guided by the principles relating to economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,


Recalling that in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted in June 1993 by the World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/23), the World Conference encouraged the Commission on Human Rights to continue the examination of optional protocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

  *  Non-member States of the Human Rights Council.

**  Reissued for technical reasons.

GE.06-12702  (E)    270606


Bearing in mind the discussions held, and the progress made, during the three previous sessions of the Open-ended Working Group with a view to considering options regarding the elaboration of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

1.
Welcomes the report of the Open-ended Working Group with a view to considering options regarding the elaboration of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/CN.4/2006/47);


2.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Working Group for a period of two years in order to elaborate an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and, in this regard, requests the Chairperson of the Working Group to prepare, taking into account all views expressed during the sessions of the Working Group, a first draft optional protocol to be used as a basis for the forthcoming negotiations;


3.
Requests the Working Group to meet for ten working days each year and to report to the Human Rights Council;

4.
Decides to invite a representative of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to attend these meetings as a resource person;

5.
Decides that the Human Rights Council shall remain seized of this matter.
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