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Children Have Rights Too!

Child rights at the 4th Session of the UN Human Rights Council - 2007


LATEST NEWS – Simply signing the landmark Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities not enough for disabled people

26 March 2007 - Sheikha Hessa Khalifa bin Ahmed al-Thani, Special Rapporteur on Disability, today warned countries that merely signing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was not enough to safeguard the welfare of disabled people.  

Speaking at a Human Rights Council special event on the Convention, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 December 2006, Mme. Sheikha Hessa Al-Thani said persons with disabilities should be on both the social and human rights agenda. The responsibility, she said, falls on countries to educate their people on disability issues. 

Mr Monthian Buntan, President of the Thailand Association of the Blind, added more education and training in “accessible formats” is needed to teach people about disabilities. 

Meanwhile, Mr Lex Grandia, Representative of the International Disability Caucus, said the rights of persons with disabilities should become a regular item on the Council agenda, and should feature on the peer review mechanism. 

He said: “We don’t feel like vulnerable groups, we feel like persons with capacities.”

The event was organised to raise awareness of the Convention, which is a landmark human rights treaty, and to identify issues in need of attention. The Human Rights Council adopted several resolutions that addressed the human rights of persons with disabilities, although the Council has not previously discussed this Convention.

UNICEF made a statement emphasising the vulnerability of disabled children, and argued that the new convention reinforces the Convention on the Rights of the Child. They encouraged NGOs to take part in the reporting process, and added that the Convention provides an additional framework for efficacy and planning. 

Save the Children also made a statement identifying the despair experienced by children with disabilities. They quoted one child as saying: “If families have a negative view of us, how can we have help?”  They praised initiatives such as the Convention, which provide children with the chance to “have a chance.” 

The statement added that children with disabilities must be provided with appropriate assistance, and stressed that the right to be heard must be effectively implemented. “Only by listening to the children themselves, can we get things right”, it concluded.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHILD RIGHTS CAUCUS – morning briefing
23 March 2007, “We just want to lead a normal life”, say embattled OPT children


John Dugard, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), told delegates that children are bearing the brunt of the troubles in the OPT, with child education, health and physical safety particularly affected.

While emphasising his mandate is to examine human rights violations committed by Israel in the OPT, Mr Dugard also lamented the militarisation of Israeli society and the distress caused to Israeli children by compulsory military service. 

He said his work within human rights in the OPT often resulted in a gravitation towards children, since they are affected disproportionately by the occupation.

In terms of physical harm, children are often the “collateral damage” resulting from Israel’s favoured tactic of targeted assassination. They are also at greater risk since children tend to stray into harmful situations, can get injured or killed while playing, and are used by soldiers as human shields.

Since Israel defines a child as being under the age of 16, more than 300 “children” as defined by the Convention on the Rights of the Child are detained for political activities such as participating in protests and throwing stones, Mr Dugard said. 

Schools are often in the firing line, exemplified by the case of a young girl killed by a sniper while at school, and Palestinian children grow up with the sense there is no safety, even at school. Mr Dugard noted schools may be seized by Israeli soldiers for use as military bases; he recently visited such a school which had been trashed and vandalised once the military left. 

Regarding health, Mr Dugard said clinics are destroyed, medicine is elusive, and vaccination is difficult to obtain and organise because of disruptions to schooling. Malnutrition is also rife.

He said children he spoke to in schools repeatedly said they ”just wanted to live a normal life.”
For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=12907

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLENARY SESSION – 26 March 2007 

Presentation of the report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Mr. Manfred Nowak. Read the report: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/4session/A.HRC.4.33.pdf
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism (Mr. Martin Scheinin)

http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/4session/A.HRC.4.26.pdf
A daily update of the discussions will be available on the website of the International Service for Human Rights here: http://www.ishr.ch/hrm/council/dailyupdates/index.html.

For more information, visit : http://www.crin.org/hrc
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COMING UP – 27 March 2007





9 – 10AM, Room 2023: Child Rights Caucus with Paul Hunt, Special Rapporteur on Health�


Note: Due to the extension of the HRC session on Tuesday 27 March to include full-day meetings from 09:00-13:00, 13:00-15:00, 15:00-18:00, the HRC Bureau Meeting with NGOs of tomorrow the 27 March 2007 had to be cancelled, and will be held on Thursday 29 March 2007 instead. NGOs are invited & encouraged to attend. The meeting will take place on Thursday 29 March in room XXI from 14:00-15:00














