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Children Have Rights Too!

Child rights at the 7th Session of the UN Human Rights Council - 2008



Child trafficking: "States slow to respond" [NGO briefing] 



[12 March 2008] - An NGO briefing session on child trafficking in Asia threw the spotlight on efforts to combat the scourge.

The Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Juan Miguel Petit, was once again present, arguing that “States are slow to respond to the problem, and even slower to create policies to combat it.”

While cautioning that “it is a matter easily exaggerated”, Mr Petit called on civil society to plug the gaps by pressing States to enact policies and legislation, and guarantee their implementation. 

He said: “There is also a lack of attention at the academic level. What we need is an exhaustive study.”

The lack of assistance programmes for victims can be cause for re-victimisation and increased vulnerability, he said. 

While programmes make take many forms, he added, they should all be tailored to the needs of the victims. 

Laurence Gray, of World Vision, reminded advocates that children are especially vulnerable since they are unable to resist exploitation and abuse. 

The victims of trafficking in Asia, he said, are almost always from poor communities where there are scant employment opportunities, and where they may be forced by their domestic circumstances to accept exploitative treatment. 

And they are also often from marginalised groups, such as Illegal immigrants or ethnic minorities, with low levels of education and inadequate government protection, he 
added.

Mr Gray said: “It is in the hands of governments to reduce trafficking, and many are not doing enough.” Read about more of the day's news at: http://www.crin.org/chr/news/ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Marriage without Consent: "Be wary of culture", says Ertürk [NGO briefing] 

[12 March 2008] - During an NGO side event on the spectre of forced marriage, Prof. Yakin Ertürk, Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, said she was “wary of cultural discussions.”

“We are culture. Culture is ours. We shouldn't be so ready to attribute everything we are critical of to the sphere of culture, and we should not allow the holders of power to represent culture in oppressive ways” she said.

By uncritically accepting cultural arguments, we do not look at the issues behind it, she continued.

“Cultural diversity is our strength, not our weakness,” she added. 

Prof. Erturk, speaking at the event Women and Girls Human Rights: Marriage without Consent, also warned against neglecting the experiences of boys. 

“Forced marriage does not necessarily mean a forced marriage of the woman – it is also an imposition on the men. You have a hostile and unhappy man too. His target is then often his bride,” she said. Read more at: http://www.crin.org/chr/news/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strengthening the protection of women from torture [NGO briefing] 


[12 March 2008] - Three Special Procedures gathered to discuss protecting women and girls from torture. 

Prof. Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Ms. Yakin Ertürk, Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Ms. Hina Jilani, Special Representative on the situation of Human Rights Defenders spoke about female genital mutilation and trafficking, among other issues. Read our report at: http://www.crin.org/chr/news/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plenary Session 

Interactive dialogues following the presentation of reports from the Special Rapporteurs on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, on the right to food, and on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression. The Rapporteurs on housing and minority issues then presented their reports, followed by a further interactive dialogue.

The International Service for Human Rights produce comprehensive daily updates from the plenary throughout the session: http://www.ishr.ch/hrm/council/dailyupdates/index.html
* * * * *

For more information on the Human Rights Council, visit: http://www.crin.org/hrc
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