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Children Have Rights Too!

Child rights at the 4th Session of the UN Human Rights Council - 2007


CHILD RIGHTS CAUCUS – morning briefing on children and arbitrary detention

28 March 2007, Many children in detention simply for being ‘alone’ says Ms. Zerrougui, Chairperson of the working group on arbitrary detention


Speaking at the caucus morning briefing she said she was interested to focus on specific issues, such as children in detention, however, over the last six years, only two complaints concerning children in detention had been received by the working group. 

The main focus of her mandate is to examine the legality of detention by focusing on three categories:

· Persons deprived of liberty without legal basis

· Detention because a person exercised his or her rights (e.g. freedom of religion, expression, discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, race, etc.)
· Grave violations of the right to a fair trial
She said one of the biggest issues is that “the poorest are in detention.” She said, “If you want to change the situation, [you must realise] people are there not because they are the most dangerous but because they are the poorest.”

“Sometimes children there not in detention because they committed a crime, but because they don’t have any family that wants them. They are orphans put in ‘protected 

detention’ which is just like prison”, she continued.

In terms of cooperation with NGOs and others, she said UNICEF was the most cooperative specialised institution in helping the WG get information. She said many organisations were worried to provide information to the WG in fear they will face problems with the government. She said that in their public statements the group takes this into consideration and ensures they don’t “undermine the situation of the victims”.

NGOs can be instrumental in identifying where the problems are and advising the working group (WG) on what countries should be visited. She said NGOs can support the WG by bringing individual cases to their attention and the NGO can remain an anonymous source, unless otherwise requested.

The different mechanisms for responding to complaints include: 

· Urgent appeal procedure: the group receives urgent appeals about individuals, then sends notices to governments asking for information

· Deliberation and Legal opinion: these are tools used to address issues never addressed in the past (i.e. Guantanamo Bay and the International Tribunal for Rwanda)

In responding to questions from participants, she said that the WG was able to respond to urgent appeals very quickly as they have direct contact with foreign ministries, however, with the reform of Special Procedures, some states are pushing for appeals to first go through the country’s missions in Geneva. Last year there was only a 34 percent compliance with the appeals.  

When asked to give an example of some of the “good places,” she said Canada, Turkey, and Norway were some of the countries she had visited that demonstrated good practice. In Canada, she didn’t find any children in detention. In Turkey, there is a new programme in place, though not fully implemented, that provided for specially trained police and prosecutors to deal with children. Also, there are separate detention centres for children, and they were never found among adults. She will be visiting Norway later this year where she said good practices exist and that she will use this country to show that “it is possible to do things better.”

For more information, visit: http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/detention/index.htm
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLENARY SESSION – 28 March 2007 

In the morning session, the Council concluded its interactive dialogue on the reports of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions, on the working group of Experts on People of African Descent and contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.

During the afternoon session, the Council heard the presentation of reports on Health, on human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises and on the situation of human rights defenders.

More information: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/4session/index.htm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SIDE EVENT: The situation in Darfur 

At a side event organised by UN Watch, Paul Hunt, Special Rapporteur on Health applauded the work of humanitarian workers on the ground who are being increasingly targeted for doing their work. […]

He said the UN Human Rights system was failing the people of Darfur, “The applicability of human rights does not stop at Guantanamo Bay, nor does it stop at the borders of Gaza, or the borders of Sudan or Darfur,” he continued.  

Colum Murphy, President of the Geneva School of Diplomacy and International Relations, said he sees similarities between the Darfur situation, Bosnia and Somalia. “Darfur is a struggle over resources, water, and land and the international community is aiming at the wrong things”, he said. He said the Darfur conflict “will not come to an end through rhetoric, but only through action. Quoting H.G. Wells, he said, “Civilization is a race between education and catastrophe”.

The event was also attended by about five representatives of the government of Sudan and another ten representatives of Sudanese NGOs supporting the Sudanese government. One of the representatives of the Government said that many conflicts happen in Darfur all the time “but considering it genocide was blowing it out of proportion”. “This should not be considered only the problem of the government, it takes more than the government to make a conflict.”

Colum Murphy responded by saying that the situation was “always a misunderstanding at a checkpoint, bureaucracy, or red tape. The whole tragedy is directed from above.”

Full story: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=12965
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