[image: image1.png]%% CRIN

. 7Y T






Human Rights Council Session 5

Child Rights in the Reports of the UN Special Procedures

This report is a compilation of mentions to children's rights contained in the reports of the Special Procedures of the UN Human Rights Council that are presented at the 5th session of the HRC which takes place from 11 – 18 June 2007. 


The reports which will be presented at the 5th session of the Human Rights Council are:

· Report of the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty (Mr. Arjun Sengupta)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights (Mr. Okechukwu Ibeanu)

· Report on the situation of human rights in Darfur (group of seven mandate-holders) 

· Updated study by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the issue of political platforms which promote or incite racial discrimination (Mr. Doudou Diène)

· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967
A/HRC/5/2

Report of the independent expert appointed by the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in Somalia (Mr. Ghanim Alnajjar): note by the Secretariat

The independent expert, Mr. Ghanim Alnajjar, has been unable to undertake his annual mission to Somalia owing to the deteriorating security situation and is therefore unable to submit a report to the fifth session of the Human Rights Council. He will, however, provide an oral update on the situation of human rights in Somalia to the Human Rights Council during his interactive dialogue with the Member States.
A/HRC/5/3


Report of the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty (Mr. Arjun Sengupta)

The third report of the independent expert, which explores the link between human rights and extreme poverty, builds on two earlier reports, as well as his mission report on

extreme poverty conditions in the United States.
In this report, the independent expert cites the following children’s issues:

· Twenty per cent of children under 16 in the EU are at risk of poverty. The “at risk-of-poverty rate” is defined as the “share of persons with an equivalised disposable income, before social transfers below the risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 per cent of the national median equivalised disposable income (after social transfers).” 

· In the 2005 and 2006 Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion, EU members pledged to develop policies in key priority areas, including the elimination of child poverty.
· As of early 2006, 9.8 per cent of working-age adults in the EU were living in jobless households (i.e. where no member of the family was working). Families with children were the worst affected by joblessness, and the share of children living in jobless households varied across member countries
· Findings from the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) show that approximately 70 per cent of children aged 5 - 14-years-old from beneficiary households are enrolled in schools; this compares to 64 per cent of those from non-beneficiary households.


Read the report: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/5session/A-HRC-5-3.pdf
A/HRC/5/5


Report of the Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights (Mr. Okechukwu Ibeanu)

This report focuses on exposure to toxic and dangerous products and waste in the context of armed conflict. Although war has always had an adverse effect on the environment, the

voluntary or incidental release of toxic and dangerous products in contemporary armed conflicts has an important adverse effect on the enjoyment of human rights. It examines the movement and storage of toxic and dangerous products and waste. 

In his report, the Special Rapporteur cites the following children’s issues:


· An area of concern in recent armed conflicts has been the use of depleted uranium munitions. Depleted uranium is a radioactive toxic heavy metal that can contaminate the environment upon impact. Children are often the most affected as they may ingest contaminated soil while playing.


· Herbicides are an additional type of dangerous product that have been deliberately released into the environment during armed conflict, particularly in South East Asia. The US Department of Veteran Affairs lists spina bifida in children as an illness that can be linked to exposure. Although scientific evidence of such a link is insufficient, other adverse effects on human health include several types of cancers, birth defects, still-births, and infant death.

A/HRC.5/10


Updated study by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the issue of political platforms which promote or incite racial discrimination (Mr. Doudou Diène).

In his report, the Special Rapporteur cites the following children’s issues:

· In France, the National Front party is calling for a radical change in the citizenship laws and procedures that will make it much harder for children born to immigrants in France to acquire French nationality. 


· In the Dominican Republic, the government has turned down a ruling by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for having “denied citizenship on the basis of race and rendered children of Haitian descent effectively stateless.”


Read the full report: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=13667&flag=report

A/HRC/5/6

Report on the situation of human rights in Darfur 

This report was prepared by a group of experts chaired by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan. The group is composed of: the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for children and armed conflict, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders, the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons, the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequence.

This report makes recommendations for the implementation of resolution 4/8 adopted on 30 March 2007 at the fourth regular session of the HRC entitled “Follow-up to decision S-4/101 of 13 December 2006 adopted by the HRC at its fourth session on the situation of human rights in Darfur.” The resolution arose from concern over the ongoing violations of human rights and international law in Darfur.

The full report is relevant to children’s rights, the following children’s issues are cited specifically:

· The group highlighted in particular its concern about “gender-based violence against women and girls, as well as the lack of accountability for such crimes.”


· During a consultation with the Government of Sudan, the group of experts, while noting positive commitments and developments on some aspects related to the protection of civilians and on measures to combat violence against women and girls, emphasised that the implementation of recommendations must be specified as concrete time-bound actions.

· The group recommended that the HRC “reiterate its call for all parties to the conflict to end violence against civilians, with a special focus on women and vulnerable groups such as children.”


· It provides a compilation of recommendations to the Government of the Sudan for the implementation of HRC Resolution 4/8, indicators for monitoring these with replies from the GoS. Recommendations and replies on children’s issues include:


Recommendation:
1.1.4: To enforce the prohibition on the enforced and voluntary recruitment of children into armed groups and to register and follow-up on all reported cases. 

Time frame: Short-term

Indicators: 

- Number of attacks on civilians or civilian objects in areas under Government control.

- Effective action taken to avert the threat of and prevent attacks on civilians and to protect populations under attack.

Government of Sudan’s reply to the recommendations from the Expert Group:
Under Sudanese law the age of recruitment is 18 years. Consistent with this approach, the Sudan has signed and ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which prohibits the involvement of children in armed conflict and sets the age of recruitment at 18 years. This condition is also spelt out in article 14 of the Armed Forces Act. It is an offence to recruit a person below this age and severe penalties are prescribed therefore in article 182 (2) of the same Act. The Government will ensure compliance with these provisions.
Time frame: Short-term

Needs of the Sudan:

The Government will present a proposal on support from the international community with the

following:


- Modern communications equipment

- Capacity-building

- Computer equipment

- Photographic equipment, printers and photocopiers
Recommendation:

1.3.1 To establish and provide sufficient resources to Gender and Child Units within the national police in Darfur as a matter of priority.

Time frame: Short-term
Indicators:
- Gender and Child Units within the national police established and fully resourced.


Reply of the GoS

A family and child protection unit was set up, in cooperation with UNICEF, in Khartoum state (community police) to protect women and children. Policemen and women police officers were trained in Jordan on dealing with women and child victims of violence, protecting

women’s and children’s rights, receiving complaints and initiating investigations.

In the short term, there are plans to transfer this experiment to other states, particularly the three states of Darfur. Instructions and orders were issued to state police chiefs to establish police units for protection of the family and children. The delegation of the Sudan will explain these future plans to the Experts Group. The Government will oversee and establish these units in the three states of Darfur.

Time-frame: Mid-term

Needs of the Sudan:
The Government suggests that the international community provide support in the following areas:


- Intensifying training in the Sudan and abroad for male and female officers on the investigation of violent crimes


- Supporting the organisation of seminars and courses on pretrial guarantees and women’s and children’s rights.


Recommendation:

1.3.2 To undertake timely adoption of national legislation for the protection of children, and ensure the implementation of this legislation. To ensure the rigorous and systematic investigation and prosecution of violations against children to address the prevailing sense of impunity for such violations.

Time frame: Short-term

Indicators: 

- Adoption of national legislation for the protection of children.

- Number of cases of violations against children investigated and prosecuted.
Reply of the GoS:

The Government of the Sudan should like to provide the following information:


1. The Sudan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 and ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on children in armed conflict in 2005. It ratified the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in 2004.


2. The Interim Constitution of the Republic of the Sudan of 2005 provides, in article 32 (5) of the bill of rights, that the State protects children’s rights under the international and regional conventions which the Sudan has ratified.


3. The Children’s Act of 2004 contains all the guarantees embodied in international instruments on protection of children’s rights.

Time frame: Mid-term

Needs of the Sudan:
Training of police officers working in this area and sharing the experiences of other countries with them.

The new draft children’s law, which the delegation of the Government of the Sudan will present, defines a child as anyone below 18 years of age. It includes international

guarantees on the protection of children’s rights, affirms the importance of care for children with special needs and focuses on the establishment of judicial mechanisms such as the police, prosecution offices, the courts and their rules of procedures.


The Child Welfare Council is the mechanism which formulates policies and plans on children.

The Government of the Sudan will investigate violations against children and rigorously and systematically prosecute those who perpetrate them.
Recommendation:
1.3.3 To ensure that DDR Commissions have adequate child protection expertise, and ensure effective communication with relevant line ministries such as the Ministry of Social Welfare, Women and Children’s Affairs. The National DDR Coordination Council should facilitate the inclusion of all relevant stakeholders.

Time frame: Mid-term


Indicators: 
- Adequate child protection expertise within the DDR Commissions.

Reply of the GoS:
The North Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission was established by Republican Decree No. 5 of 2006 and will be presented to the working

group by the delegation.


Republican Decree No. 4 of 2005 established the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission.


The Ministry of Social Welfare is a member of both of the above-mentioned institutions.

United Nations agencies and donor countries should pledge support for disarmament,

demobilisation and reintegration programmes pursuant to the Peace Agreement.


Logistical support should be provided in cooperation with NGOs to transfer children who

have been released or separated from their families with a view to their social reintegration.
A joint policy was developed by the National Unity Government to resolve the situation of child soldiers and of children separated from their families during the war. The Government of the Sudan shall make sure that this policy is also enforced in the states of Darfur.


Reintegration operations were designed according to gender (boys and girls) and having due regard to children with special needs (disabled children).


UNICEF was designated as an international partner in the execution of the Commission’s programme, in accordance with the Peace Agreement.


Partial funding of 19,70,000 million dinars was obtained from UNICEF for the preparatory stage only.

Time frame: Mid-term
Needs of the Sudan:
An administrative database should be created to register children separated from their families and standards should be put in place to protect the confidentiality of information on child soldiers.


Equipment and follow-up should be provided to offer temporary alternative care, such as homes for children who cannot be returned to their families immediately (alternative families).


Technical assistance and capacity-building should be provided for members of the Government involved in reintegration.


An urgent informal education programme should be set up in geographical locations with a large number of children who have been separated from their families and school bags should be supplied to schools and training centres.

Read the full report: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/5session/A-HRC-5-6.pdf
A/HRC/5/11

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian

territories occupied since 1967, John Dugard, on the non-implementation of

Human Rights Council resolution S-1/1

This report makes no specific mention of child rights.

http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/5session/A.HRC.5.11.pdf
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