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Children Have Rights Too!

Child rights at the 4th Session of the UN Human Rights Council - 2007


LATEST NEWS – Special Event on Violence against Children

19 March 2007 Paulo Pinheiro, the Independent Expert on Violence against Children, has outlined his hopes for a global focus on eliminating violence against children, cautioning further progress depends “more than ever” on States’ commitment to the recommendations of his Study on Violence against Children. 
Professor Pinheiro made the comments at a special two-hour thematic event at the Human Rights Council, where he presented his plans for follow up to the Study on Violence against Children, which was launched at the General Assembly in October 2006. He described his role as being to disseminate the findings, and to outline a long-term strategy for follow up. 
He said: “Children have, for too long, been too far down the agenda in international debates, but this Special Event is an indication that the new Human Rights Council is ready to change this pattern.”
In her address, Moushira Khattab, Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, said: “We will be conscious that children will be monitoring our actions to implement the recommendations of the Study”. She went on to stress the importance of challenging tradition, so often used to justify or even normalise violence against children. 

Among comments and questions from more than 20 Member States, New Zealand expressed particular concern about violence against children with disabilities, while Uzbekistan talked of their plans to set up a children's ombudsman. Malaysia, meanwhile, is abolishing the punishment of whipping of children in its care and justice system. 

A joint statement on child participation by Save the Children Alliance and other members of the Subgroup for the Human Rights Council, emphasised the meaningful, accountable and ethical participation of girls and boys as key to addressing violence against children. 
A statement from the World Organisation against Torture and a number of members of the Subgroup, rued “the General Assembly could not agree upon stronger recommendations that clearly assert the role of the State in ensuring action against violence”, and stressed the need for a Special Representative on Violence against Children to follow up recommendations. 
Roberta Cecchetti, representing the NGO Advisory Group on Violence against Children, commented on their support for a Special Representative, stressing that such a high level mechanism is needed to provide leadership on the issue and to address forms of violence which the current system neglects, such as corporal punishment of children.

Following the launch of the Study, a resolution was adopted which extended Paulo Pinheiro's mandate as Independent Expert for another year until the end of 2007. He will present a follow-up report, which he is expected to finish in July, to the General Assembly in November.  
Full report: http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoID=12832

For a webcast of the event, visit: http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=070319
Note: A second special thematic event will be held on Monday, 26 March on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. For more information, go to: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=12716&flag=event 
CHILD RIGHTS CAUCUS – morning briefings

19 March, Independent Expert on Violence against Children sets out vision 
Professor Paulo Pinheiro, the Independent Expert appointed to lead the UN Study on Violence against Children, briefed NGOs on implementing the Study’s recommendations.

Insisting it is “time to involve children in decision making processes,” he identified two areas of focus for the child rights community, and civil society as a whole:


1. Asking governments what they plan to do, since the responsibility for ending violence against children rests primarily with them. The Human Rights Council is dominated by countries which have shown resistance to child rights.

2. Identifying practices reflecting the Study’s recommendations by strengthening current laws, lobbying to stop violence against children, and lobbying for the establishment of a coordinating group to deal with the five overarching recommendations. 

He listed five aspects of the recommendations for special consideration:

· Integrating measures to prevent and respond to violence against children in national plans

· Strengthening legal frameworks in conformity with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

· Prevention of violence

· Promotion of the participation of children and structures to support it

· Strengthening data collection and research

He intends to promote the dissemination of the Study in several languages and, in France and Germany, a child-friendly version of the report is already being distributed to schools. He has planned some follow-up visits: having already visited Panama and Colombia he will head to Iran, Syria, and Mexico later this year. 

Visit: http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=12805&flag=event


The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and the Special Representative on Children and Armed Conflict were also due to present their reports today, but the sessions were cancelled and will be rescheduled for later this week.


For more information, visit: http://www.crin.org/hrc
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COMING UP – 20 March


�1 – 2 PM, Room XXII: A Girl’s Rights to Live: the missing girl – what is at stake? Women’s International Zionist Organisation �


2 – 4 PM, Room XXII: The UN World Programme for Human Rights Education and the Right to Education, with participation of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Mr Muñoz Villalobos.





2 – 3 PM, Room XXIV: Launch of the State of the World’s Minorities Report 2007, Minority Rights Group International











