First information note for NGOs (as of 6th May 2008):
· The 8th session of the Human Rights Council (HRC) will be held from 2 until 18 June 2008 (to be confirmed) at the Palais des Nations in Geneva,in Room XVII.

Pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 60/251, the participation of NGOs in the Human Rights Council shall be based on the arrangements and practices observed by the Commission on Human Rights, including Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996.
Draft programme of work & timetable:

The draft timetable of the session is expected to be discussed at the organisational meeting of the Human Rights Council to be held on May 19th. It will be drawn from the annual programme of work, already available on the HRC Extranet.

Documents for the Human Rights Council’s 8th Session will be available on the relevant OHCHR webpage:

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/8session/index.htm

The Secretariat strongly encourages NGOs to consult the Extranet, as well as the OHCHR website on a regular basis, as they will be updated with information relating to the organisation of the 8th session of the Human Rights Council.  

NGO written statements: 

As under the arrangements and practices observed by the Commission on Human Rights, NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC will be able to submit written statements relevant to the work of the Human Rights Council (in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of ECOSOC resolution 1996/31). 

NGOs may submit their written statements to the Council Secretariat electronically to hrcngo@ohchr.org. Please kindly note that the deadline for the submission of written statements is Friday 23rd of May. The Secretariat will not be able to ensure the timely circulation of written statements late in submission.
The HRC Secretariat wishes to draw the attention of NGOs to ECOSOC resolution 1996/31, which authorizes written statements of: a) 2,000 words for NGOs in general consultative status; and b) 1,500 words for NGOs in special consultative status and on the roster.

Please also refer to the annexed guidelines (“guidelinesNGOwrittenstatements”) for the technical submission of NGO written statements.

Accreditation: 

NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC wishing to accredit representatives to the 8th session of the Human Rights Council are invited to send their letter of accreditation request/s to the Secretariat of the Council as of 19 May by fax, to the attention of the accreditation officer, who can be reached at:

Until 30 May:

Fax: +41 (0)22 917 90 11

Contact information (phone, fax, room number) of the accreditation officer in place during the session  will be communicated at a later stage.

The letter requesting accreditation should contain the following elements: 

· It should be submitted on the official letterhead of the organization; 

· It should clearly state the title and duration of the session the organization wishes to attend, e.g. “Name of NGO, in consultative status with ECOSOC, wishes to send the following members to attend the 8th session of the HRC (2 June– 18 June 2008)…..“; 

· The letter needs to be signed by the President or the Main Representative of the organization in Geneva; 

· It should also indicate the name/s (first name and family name) of the person/s who will represent the organization at the HRC session: 

· Names of persons must appear exactly as they appear in the ID document, 

· Family Name(s) have to be capitalized. 

NOTE: Please also note that the so-called “orange registration forms” previously distributed by Conference Services during the session, will no longer be in use. Therefore, in order to register names for the list of participants, it is important to ensure that the name(s) of those members already in possession of a valid identity badge issued by UNOG Security and Safety Section, and who plan to attend the 8th session of HRC, is/are also included in the accreditation letter, with an indication that the person(s) hold(s) an annual badge. 

· Annual or temporary representatives of NGOs in possession of an identity badge issued by UNOG Security and Safety Section and valid for the duration of the session, will have unrestricted access to the conference rooms. 

· Any other participants without a UNOG identity badge should apply in person to the security entrance at Pregny Gate, 8 – 14 Avenue de la Paix; on presentation of an identity document and a copy of the letter of accreditation, a photo-badge valid for the duration of the Council session will be issued.

The accreditation office of the Human Rights Council will be located at the security entrance "Pregny Gate" and will be open from Monday to Friday from 8.00 a.m-5.00 p.m. throughout the session. 

NGO parallel events:

As under the arrangements and practices observed by the HRC in its former sessions, NGOs duly accredited to the 8th session of the HRC will be able to organize parallel events of relevance to the work of the Human Rights Council, taking into account availability of rooms. 

Room booking requests will be received as of 19 May 2008 by the Secretariat, and will be processed on a first come first serve basis, subject to availability of rooms. All requests should be sent by fax to:

Until 30 May:

Fax:  + 41 (0) 22 917 90 11

Tel: + 41 (0) 22 917 96 41 


Contact information (phone, fax, room number) in place during the session will be communicated at a later stage.

NOTE: Kindly also be advised that NGOs wishing to co-sponsor an NGO parallel event should fill the relevant ‘Co-sponsorship Form’ which is also attached to the email. The Secretariat will rely only on the information contained in the co-sponsorship forms for the preparation of the relevant Bulletin of Informal Meetings annexed to the Order of the Day.

Access to relevant information on the Web:

Relevant and updated information on the 8th session of the HRC will be regularly posted on the HRC Extranet. The extranet page may be accessed through this link: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/form.htm
Username: hrc extranet

Password: 1session
A live Webcast service will be available under the Council’s webpage, covering the plenary session online, and will be accessible through this link:

 http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/
NGO Liaison Office:

During the upcoming 8th session of the Human Rights Council and the lead-up to it, OHCHR's NGO Liaison Officer, Ms. Laura Dolci-Kanaan, will be in charge of facilitating the participation of NGO representatives in the work of the Council.  Kindly note the following contact details 

· Ms. Laura Dolci-Kanaan, e-mail: ldolci-kanaan@ohchr.org, Tel: +41 (0)22 917 9656 (until 30 May)

· Ms. Noemie Crottaz (intern), e-mail: erbintern@ohchr.org, civilsocietyunit@ohchr.org, Tel: +41 (0)22 917 9754 (until 30 May)

Contact information, as well as the NGO liaison office location accessible during the session will be communicated at a later stage.

A further up-date NGO information note will follow. 

