Report on the OPTIONAL PROTOCOL to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

Submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child by Save the Children - Iceland in october 2005.

Introduction.

This report attempts to point out and illustrate the extent to which Icelandic national law, government policy and practice comply with the principles and standards put forward with The OPCRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 

The purpose of this report is to:

a) Highlight areas in which children’s rights are being violated.

b) Show the extent to which the official report is inadequate.
c) Make general comments on the situation of children in Iceland, which is absent in the official report.
By making the following recommendations and presenting added information which Save the Children – Iceland considers critical in the process of implementing the Convention, Save the Children – Iceland hopes to encourage the government to confront key issues involved in monitoring the implementation of the OPCRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict. It is hoped that in doing so the Icelandic government will be open to discourse about the situation and rights of children in Iceland.

General Comments. 
Iceland ratified the OPCRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict the 1st of october 2001. The Icelandic government has thereby commited itself to undertake all appropriate measures for the implementation of the OP. 

Iceland has no national armed forces and armed groups do not exist in Iceland. Because of that fact, Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland does not have much criticism on the government’s report on the matter. Nonetheless, Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland has following comments:
General measures of implementation.

Article 5 – the duty to not construe as preclude provisions in the law of a State Party or in international instruments and international humanitarian law that are more conductive to the realization of the rights of the child. (11)
Barnaheill – Save the children Iceland sent enquiries to various parties to observe whether the Icelandic government is pursuing the agreement on Unaccompanied Children from 2003 in Stockholm. The parties were for example The Icelandic Redcross, The Intercultural Centre, The Icelandic Directorate of Immigration and the Icelandic Councelling and Information Center for survivors of sexual violence. All the answers were unanimous and Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland were satisfied with them.  
Article 7 – The duty to fund for developement co–operation. (17)

Iceland has been criticised by others nations recently, including the other nordic nations, for not contribute enough to the developement assistance. Barnaheill – Save the Children – Iceland criticises that in Iceland’s support there is no emphasis placed on children.
Question – Article 7

What action does the government intend to take to ensure that they will contribute more to the developement assistance? 

Does the Icelandic government intend to place any emphasis on children in theirs development assistance in the future?
Comments – Article 7

Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland welcomes the government’s policy declaration (http://utanrikisraduneyti.is/utanrikismal/throunarsamvinna/) where the government declares that in the year 2009 the Icelandic development assistance will be 0. 35% of the gross national product. Nevertheless, Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland, encourage the government to make the percentage of the gross national product even higher. 
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