Report on the OPTIONAL PROTOCOL to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

Submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child by Save the Children - Iceland in october 2005.

Introduction.

This report attempts to point out and illustrate the extent to which Icelandic national law, government policy and practice comply with the principles and standards put forward with OPCRC on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

The purpose of this report is to:

a) Highlight areas in which children’s rights are being violated.

b) Show the extent to which the official report is inadequate.
c) Make general comments on the situation of children in Iceland, which is absent in the official report.
By making the following recommendations and presenting added information which Save the Children – Iceland considers critical in the process of implementing the OPCRC on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. Save the Children – Iceland hopes to encourage the government to confront key issues involved in monitoring the implementation of the OP. It is hoped that in doing so the Icelandic government will be open to discourse about the situation and rights of children in Iceland.

Iceland ratified the OPCRC on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography the 7th september 2000. The Icelandic government has thereby commited itself to undertake all appropriate measures for the implementation of the Convention. 

General measures of implementation.

15. – Model and beauty contests.
According to the Child Protection Act, No. 80/2002, are those who organise or are responsible for model and beauty contests, or other contests of this type, in which the participants are under the age of 18, obliged to inform the Child Protection Agency of the contest (cf. paragraph 2 of Article 93). Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland sent enquiry to the Child Protection Agency to observe if the organisers are pursuing this paragraph. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland were satisfied with the answer. 
 The Child Protection Agency informed as well that they have not sent any recommendations to the minister to issue further regulations on participation by children in such contests as they are permitted to do in the article.
22. – Expiry period.

Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland encourage the government to accept the bill of changes on the General Penal Code no. 19/1940 (132. löggjafarþing 2005-2006. Þskj. 209-209 mál.)
 about deleting the expiry period of sexual abuse cases against children.

52. – The European Convention on Cybercrime.

The government has not yet ratified the European Convention on Cybercrime. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland encourage the government to do so.
54. - Unaccompanied Children.
Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland sent enquiries to various parties to observe whether the Icelandic government is pursuing the agreement on Unaccompanied Children from 2003 in Stockholm. The parties were for example The Icelandic Redcross, The Intercultural Centre, The Icelandic Directorate of Immigration and the Icelandic Councelling and Information Center for survivors of sexual violence. All the answers were unanimous and Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland were satisfied with them.  

General Comments. 
As part of its on-going efforts to combat child abuse in any shape or form, Save the Children Iceland operate an educational and information campaign against child pornography on the Internet via its website
. This campaign is supported financially by the Icelandic government, several municipalities, and the European Commission’s Safer Internet Action Plan. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland is also very pleased with the fact that Árni Magnússon, Minister of Social Affairs, will be greeting Barnaheill-Save the Children’s conference that will be held the 26th of January 2006. The conference will focus on child pornography on the Internet. 
In the beginning of the year 2005 the Prime Minister of  Iceland commanded a committee of nine people to review the Icelandic Constitution. The 11th of June 2005 the committee held a conference where NGO’s amongst others were offered to make a suggestions for constitutional changes.
 Barnaheill – Save the Children’s Iceland made the proposition that the Icelandic parliament would legalise The Convention on the Rights of the Child. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland encourage the committee to consider the proposition seriously. The committee aims to deliver a bill with changes on the Constitution in the end of the year 2006 at the latest. 
The Ministry of Justice is now reviewing chapter XXII (Sexual Offences) of the General Penal Code, No. 19/1940. A bill is supposed to be delivered later this winter. Legislation about prostitution and trafficking is now being discussed in a Ministry of Justice working group and changes are being prepared on legislation because a new CoE convention on trafficking is supposed to be ratified soon. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland welcomes that and also the fact that the Minister of Social Affairs is going to deliver an action plan of domestic- and sexual violence in Iceland where sexual violence against children will be top priority.
     
A Survey was recently made by the Icelandic Government Agency for Child Protection about the extent of cases in the child protection- and legal system over the years 1995-2004
. In the survey they compared one period of time (1995-1997) to another (2002-2004.) According to the Survey, sexual offence cases against children, have increased by 81% ( from 369 cases on the first period to 668 cases on the second), debriefings have increased by 71% but charges have increased by 35%. However Convictions have only increased by 6%. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland is concerned about these numbers. Why have convictions increased by so little on the same time the cases themselves have increased by so many? Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland has already asked for some answers.  
“Children´s House” (Barnahús) is mentioned on page 16 (37) of the report by the government of Iceland. “Children’s House” is run by the Child Protection Agency and it’s role is to take statements from children.  Recent public discussions recently between Child Protecton Authorities and judges have exposed dissatisfaction amongst certain parties that are supposed to handle these matters. These disputes are about the best way to handle sexual offence cases against children in the legal system. The discussion is mainly about the law itself, which parties are the most qualified to take a statement from a child and which where is the statements should taka place. Barnaheill – Save the Children Iceland urge the government (and did so publicly
) to find a decent solution to this matter and reminded concerned parties to follow the art. 3, of the Convention of the Rights of the Child.
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