13 Sept. 2006

Implementation of OP 6 of the GA res. 60/251

draft outline of relevant issues

Legal basis: OP 6 provides that “the Council shall assume, review and, where necessary, improve and rationalise all mandates, mechanisms, functions and responsibilities of the Commission on Human Rights in order to maintain a system of special procedures, expert advice and a complaint procedure; the Council shall complete this review within one year after the holding of its first session” and OP 12 states that “...the methods of work of the Council shall be transparent ...and also allow for substantive interaction with special procedures and mechanisms”; 

Object: to improve and rationalise all mandates in order to maintain a system of Special Procedures, building on the legacy of the CHR and to define the Special Procedures and improve their relation with other UN human rights mechanisms; 

Strategy: A review of a system should facilitate a review of individual mandates;  

1) Nomination and appointment 

2) Coherence between the Special Procedures

3)  Interaction between the mandates as well as with other human rights mechanisms,                

     including when addressing the situation at country level 

4)  Priority areas of mandates

5) Relationship with the Human Rights Council

6) Cooperation by the Governments

7) Organisation and Logistics – Support to the Special Procedures by the OHCHR

8) Other Issues Related to Working Methods

9) A Review, Rationalisation and Harmonisation of Mandates

Calendar of WG Sessions: 5 full days in 2006, 10 full days in 2007 (till June 07)   

