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53rd Session – Israel
Recommendations to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

Under the Optional Protocol on Children in Armed Conflict

Prepared by Child Helpline International and NATAL  – August 2009 _____________________________________________________________________________
Background:

The child helpline in Israel is operated by NATAL, the Israel Trauma Center for Victims of Terror and War. NATAL counsels and provide intervention and rehabilitation services to all Israeli children who have suffered trauma due to acts of terror and war from the Arab Israeli conflict. 

Children in Israel are continuously suffering from the Arab – Israeli conflict. First children experience the armed conflict itself. Second, because their parents in many cases lose their ability to function and can no longer fulfil their parental role and serve as a role model for their children. Due to the security situation in Israel, there is almost no child in Israel who is not directly or indirectly affected by the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict. As a consequence, Child Helpline International and NATAL believe that special services should be developed in Israel. Therefore, we recommend that:
Recommendation 1

Government support for the helpline should ensure the helpline run by NATAL meets international quality standards, and reaches more children by: 

· Allocation of a 3-4 digit toll-free number

· Raising awareness amongst children affected by conflict
· Allocating appropriate resources to the marginalised child 

· Allocating appropriate financial resources to support long-term activities of the helpline including for training in psychological counseling 
Recommendation 2
The Government should recruit qualified counsellors for children in schools to address the problems that children in Israel are facing due to the structural security situation. To this end, the government of Israel should:

· Recruit qualified psychologists and/or social workers in each school Recruit highly qualified medical doctors and/or nurses

· Allocate appropriate resources for training both the above groups to allow them to specialise in post-conflict trauma counselling
· Allocate appropriate resource to the development of specialised services for children suffering from post-conflict trauma. 
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