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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 58th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

ITALY
State report
Italy ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 15 May 2009.
Selected references to children with disabilities in the State report:

Disabled or invalid children and adolescents

77.
Information on disability is provided by the Statistical Information System on Disability (www.disabilitaincifre.it) promoted by the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Policies and implemented by ISTAT.

78.
The picture made through the Statistical Information System on Disability will be enriched by two specific surveys included in the 2008–2010 National Statistical Plan aimed at subjects with six or more years of disability:

· The first survey envisages nationwide analyses regarding school and work integration, social participation, support and informal help to the disabled.

· The second survey envisages a further survey on pupils with disabilities attending public and private primary and middle schools. Questionnaires will determine the main features of the school (number of enrolled pupils, number of pupils with disability, remedial teachers made available, etc.) and some information of the health conditions of pupils with disability.

Students with disabilities

569.
In the late 1970s, the Italian Government adopted an inclusive model for schooling, thus paving the way, in terms of legislation, for the integration of students with disabilities. 2007 marked the 30th anniversary of Law No. 517 of 4 August 1977, which is the benchmark law for the integration in schools of pupils with disabilities. In celebration of this event, various sensitisation initiatives were launched across the country.

570.
The National Observatory for the Integration of People with Disabilities has been in operation since 1996. It is made up of a technical committee and a scientific committee, which consists of university lecturers from various fields and a range of experts, as well as a consulting body that brings together the major Italian associations for disabled people. The observatory acts both as a consultation body and as a ‘meeting point’ between the various requests from across the country and the administration.

571.
Actions to aid pupils with disabilities focus on two fronts: on the one side, to increase the opportunities for autonomous learning and, on the other, to spread a culture of inclusion in schools that recognizes and respects diversity.
Various national projects focus on these goals

572.
The New Technologies and Disabilities Project was begun in 2005 to promote learning and autonomy in school tasks through the use of IT. This is a complex project that has led to, among other aspects, the creation of over 90 Territorial Support Centres. These are technology centres, based at schools and evenly distributed across the country, that have both the hardware and the staff with the necessary skills to enable technology to be used to aid pupils with disabilities. The project also makes available significant electronic resources for remedial teachers: software, best practices, educational courses for specific disabilities, online consulting for technological support. It also involved a call for bids to create innovative software, which would then be distributed for free, thus creating a research opportunity in a field that had previously seen limited private investment. 

573.
The ‘I Care’ project, begun in 2007, arose from the observation that, in terms of legislation and organization, the integration process had reached its end, but that much remained to be done in terms of relationships and emotional responses. Indeed, until the educational community — pupils, teachers and administrative staff — has ‘internalized’ respect for diversity and changed its emotional behaviour to be based on the principle of inclusion, the integration of pupils with disabilities will remain an unresolved issue. This project is based on both research and action. It seeks to encourage reflection about the practices, relations, organization and teaching involved in relations with pupils with disabilities.

574.
The E-inclusion project encouraged the dissemination of new technologies in Southern Italy, providing schools with hardware for activities designed to promote the educational integration of pupils with disabilities. 

575.
In addition, under the last government, around 30 thousand teachers were taken on to provide support for children with handicaps and/or learning disabilities.

576.
In Italy, emphasis is placed on integrating disabled children into normal classes and providing teachers with specific remedial skills for disabled children. This also has a legal framework in Law No. 517/1977 and is based on the rationale that the remedial teacher can assist the teaching done by the ordinary subject teachers. As was highlighted in the tables above in this document, during the 2007/08 school year the number of differently-abled children that were integrated into Italian schools stood at 174,547, in State schools, and 14,166, in private schools, amounting to 188,713. In State schools alone, there are 90,889 remedial teachers, resulting in a national ratio of teachers to differently-abled pupils of 1.92.

800.
This is translated into actions which aim to compensate the principal factors of imbalance which affect Italian families’ material living conditions, both because of the particular economic situation (the growing condition of economic difficulty of a segment of families due to the increased cost of consumer goods, concentrated in two main areas: housing and the food sector), and owing to factors which traditionally contribute to the risk of impoverishment (single mothers, large families or where there is a disability or lack of self-sufficiency).

907.
Local administrations and charities have carried out many projects in cooperation with local police forces. The projects show a general commitment to dealing with the numerous facets of exploitation using all available resources. Italian Regions have drawn up and passed laws on many different areas such as:

Social support – organize support services to families and children, support parents and young couples, provide financial assistance to mothers, income support and allowances against the risk of poverty and social exclusion

Health care – establish and characterize child benefits, organize services

Protection of the most vulnerable individuals – approve rules to protect migrant, Roma, disabled and hospitalized children

913.
The priorities guiding Italian Cooperation activities are as follows:

Reducing the number of children living in conditions of extreme poverty

Promoting respect for the rights of children and satisfying their needs against all forms of discrimination and exploitation

Protecting the human and civil rights of children in conflicts or post-conflict situations, with particular regard to children on their own, orphans, wounded and disabled children, and children belonging to ethnic minorities

Promoting primary education, through access to both formal and informal methods, the right to study and the improvement of the social status of children

Promoting campaigns in countries with the highest mortality rate for newborns, mothers and children, with particular attention to adolescent mothers

Preventing and eliminating exploitation of child labour, with particular attention to current intolerable forms of slavery

Preventing and eradicating the systematic commercial sexual exploitation

Providing psychological and physical protection to children against all forms of violence, dependence, constraint and torture, including harmful “traditional practices”

Preventing and opposing aberrational practices such as trade in boys and girls, ethnic rape, sale and traffic of organs and use of child-soldiers

Improving the quality of life, particularly in urban and environmental terms, within the framework of sustainable development

Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness about persons with disabilities as equal citizens and contributors to society?

· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children have an individual education plan, drawn up with the active involvement of the children’s families, setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning? What training on accommodating students with disabilities in mainstream classes is provided to ordinary (i.e mainstream) teachers?
· What measures are being taken to ensure the effective collection of data and statistics, which is respectful of persons’ privacy, regarding children with disabilities disaggregated by sex, age, Italian or non-Italian origin, region of residency and type of disability?

· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities enjoy, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others, extracurricular, cultural and leisure activities organised by schools, such as guided tours, educational visits, sports events, play and recreation?
· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· Please provide information on the number of cases lodged alleging disability-based discrimination and hate violence against children with disabilities in the last years and their outcomes, including sanctions which were ordered against both public and private bodies or individuals in these cases.
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities regarding bullying, violence, abuse or exploitation?
· Is public information and programmes targeted at children made available in accessible formats for children with disabilities? 
· How are children with disabilities educated about sexual and reproductive health and how can they have access to services and assistance with respect to their right to sexual and reproductive health in accordance with their age and maturity?
� According to data from the most recent Survey on Health Conditions and the Use of Healthcare Services (year 2005), it is estimated that in Italy there are approximately 145,000 children and adolescents aged up to 17 with a disability or an invalidity of the senses (blindness, deafness, deaf-mutism), of movement (invalidity due to insufficient motor skills) or of the mind (invalidity due to mental disorder, brain disease or behavioural disorders), who live with at least one parent. The amount of population aged up to 17 with these problems, is equal to 14.5 per thousand, without any significant gender difference. Families with at least one child with problems of disability or invalidity are estimated as being 130,245, equal to 1.2 per cent of families with at least one disabled person. Around 90 per cent of them have only one disabled or invalid child in the family, the others have maximum three. In 76 per cent of cases, families with children with disability or invalidity consist of 4 members or more, as against 62 per cent of families with children without disability or invalidity. They also state they have more economic difficulties: 44 per cent of families with at least one disabled or invalid child stated that they have poor or insufficient economic resources available, as against 31.3 per cent of the other families with children without disability. As to the working situation of parents, while on the whole in 43.2 per cent of cases both father and mother work, this percentage goes down to 34.1 per cent in those households with a disabled or invalid child or adolescent, clearly for the higher burden of care and support provided by parents.


� Law No. 517/1977 ‘emancipated’ pupils with disabilities from special classrooms and guaranteed them the right to study with a remedial teacher specializing in focused educational strategies. Agreements with municipalities and provincial councils guarantee that pupils with disabilities can benefit from the right to study by providing transport from home to school and by ensuring that schools have specific staff that are not teachers, in the sense of the remedial staff, but that assist such pupils by accompanying them and by helping them with health and hygiene issues.


The adoption of educational integration led to a series of complex and varied regulations that ultimately resulted in a framework law, namely Law No. 104 of 5 February 1992. This governed methods for certification and educational integration, making it possible to personalize educational programmes on the basis of the functional deficit of the pupil. 


The increased role of remedial teachers led to Law No. 440 of 18 December 1997, which made available funds to improve the curricula for, among others, pupils with disabilities. Numerous projects were implemented by educational establishments, sometimes individually and sometimes in networks, using the resources of this fund. Such projects focused on developing the capacities of pupils with disabilities. They can be during school hours or outside of them and they greatly increase the amount of teaching that a pupil receives from a remedial teacher. In some cases, it is possible to focus on specific educational and rehabilitative goals with disabled pupils only through appropriately targeted activities, often using a workshop format. This fund can also be used for training specialized staff, who are a key pillar for guaranteeing the quality of educational integration. Indeed, teaching pupils with disabilities requires specific skills based on continually developing knowledge.
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