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Children's Court Launched in Mombasa

 
A new Children's Court was officially launched in Mombasa on 9th June, 2006, at a ceremony presided over by the Royal Netherlands Ambassador, Ms.Tanya Van Gool who was accompanied by Mr. De Clarke, an ambassador for Human Rights of the Royal Netherlands.  The function was attended by approximately 100 adults and children.
 
Also present was the Mombasa Resident Judge, Hon. Justice J. K Sergon who represented the Chief Justice of Kenya, the Country Director of ActionAid International Kenya, Ms. Joyce Umbima; Mr. Duncan Ndegwa, the Chairperson of KAACR; Mr. Timothy Ekesa, Executive Director of KAACR; the Mombasa Chief Magistrate, Mr. Boaz Olao; three gazzeted children magistrates in Mombasa; Ms. Rose Odoyo, CEO ANPPCAN Kenya, Chairperson of Law Society of Kenya, Mombasa Branch; the District Commissioner Mombasa, Mr. Maalim; the CRADLE representative Mr. Gilbert Onyango; Coast PCRN representatives and the Provincial Children's Officer, among other key stakeholders.  
 
The renovation, which cost about Kshs. 2.8 million, was spearheaded by KAACR in collaboration with the Judiciary and the Department of Children Services. Similar projects are set to begin in Western and North-Eastern provinces, with the objective to ensure that cases of children who come into conflict with the justice system are handled in a Children's Court as per the Children Act provision. 
During the ceremony, ActionAid Country Director presented a computer, Printer and Photocopier, while the Judiciary pledged to give another computer. Children from Wema Center presented a lot of dollies to be used by children.
 
Prior to the Launch, KAACR held a consultative meeting for court officers on the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the practice in the children, Kadhi and family courts. They identified several challenges faced in accessing justice for children in these courts.
 
Notable recommendations that came up during the meeting were; the need to establish model children courts all over the country, continuous training of court officers on how to deal with children in the justice system and establishment of a legal aid scheme for children, among others.
 
Stakeholders Review Children Act
 
Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children (KAACR) will hold a one-day meeting for stakeholders on 22nd June 2006 at Panafric Hotel, Nairobi to discuss the gaps in the Children Act 2001 and make proposals for amendments.
 
The proposals will be presented to the Kenya Law Reform Commission (KLRC) that was mandated through the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs to prepare draft proposals for the amendment of the Children Act. The KLRC will be meeting stakeholders from the 27th - 30th June 2006 to consolidate the recommendations collected into agreed proposals for reform of the Children Act. 
For more information contact Becky Cheloti on email kaacr@kaacr.com 
 
DAC Celebrations Held around the Country 
 

KAACR has organized a series of activities in Western and Nyanza Provinces to mark this year's Day of the African Child (DAC). Over 1400 children from divisions in Kisumu, Vihiga, Bungoma and Busia Districts will participate in the activities to be held from 22nd -24th June 2006. 
 
The national celebrations, organized by the National Council for Children Services (NCCS) took place on 16th June in Naivasha town. Similar celebrations were also held in Kisumu, Nairobi, Mombasa, Busia and Machakos.  St. John's Community Centre held the Day of Pumwani Child on 15th June at St. Johns Community Centre.   
 
The Day of the African Child is marked on 16th June each year in memory of children who were massacred in Soweto, South Africa in 1976.
The national theme for this year's event is Violence Against Children.
 
Children Exhibition Planned
 
A week long Children's exhibition has been planned for 25th June to 1stJuly, 2006. The exhibition organized annually by Childlife Trust, will be held at the Sarit Centre Expo, Naoribi. The event brings together children and youth from various Children and Youth projects.
 
The forum offers children and youth an opportunity to exhibit their talents, potentials and capability through works of Art and Craft, Song, Dance and Drama. This year's theme is "Economic empowerment of Children & Youth projects for Self-sustainability". The event dubbed " Other side of the Street" Exhibition (OSOTS) is a build up activity towards the forthcoming Youth Employment Summit and a celebration of 12 years of the exhibition's existence.
 
For more information, contact
Email: childlife@kensta.com
 
Mau Mau Survivors to Sue British Government
 
The Kenya Human Rights Commission will on 20th October, this year file a reparation suit on behalf of the survivors of the Mau Mau struggle for independence in Kenya. The intended suit will seek reparations from the United Kingdom government for atrocities it committed against the Mau Mau in the colonial era.
 
Fundraising efforts have been put in place to raise over Kshs. 5 million needed to facilitate the filing of the suit. The fundraising exercise continues until 20th October 2006 when the suit will be filled in the British Courts. A contribution of Shs. 1 million has already been received.
 
To compliment the fundraising process, the KHRC has organized 6 activities between June and October, to create public awareness on the importance and relevance of recognizing and honoring the country's heroes.
 
For more information on how you can make a contribution, contact
Email: Jamilla@khrc.or.ke
 OVC National Conference Planned
 

The Christian Children's Fund will host a three-day OVC conference on 20-22 June 2006 at Ukweli Pastoral Centre, Kisumu. The conference theme will be strengthening existing community structures on OVC care and support. The Vice President DR. A.A Moody Awori is expected to preside over the opening ceremony.
 
It is hoped that the conference will come up with ways of scaling up the best practices identified to the national level response to OVC resilience building. The conference is part of a five-year CCF program aimed at developing and scaling up a community model to offer emotional, psychosocial and physical support for children affected by HIV/AID.
 
Main components of the program include, the development and training of a viable community care and support model, transfer of this model to other communities in target districts of each country and promotion of a supportive policy and planning environment for HIV/AID affected and other vulnerable children and youth at National and local government levels.
 
CCF supports OVC activities in Rachuonyo, Kisumu, and Siaya districts.
For more information, contact
Email. ccfkr@africaonline.co.ke
 
International News
Iran Violates the CRC
 
Iran has allegedly executed a minor, contravening the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Amnesty International has condemned the Act, saying it was the ultimate violation of the right to life.
 
On 13th May 2006, Iran was reported to have executed an unnamed male aged 20 years by hanging in Khorramabad. Reports say he was sentenced to death jointly with a male aged 20, for the rape of a 12-year-old boy. Last year, Amnesty International reported eight executions of child offenders in Iran.
 
Amnesty International has asked the Iranian government to live up to its promises. It called for an immediate passing of legislation that prohibits the execution of child offenders.
For more information, visit http://www.crin.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 782)
 
Sexual Exploitation of Children in Liberia Rampant
 

Despite the end of war in Liberia, sexual exploitation of children is alleged to be on the increase. According to a report by Save the Children UK, humanitarian workers, peacekeepers and local businessmen, are sexually exploiting children. The report says children were exchanging sex for basic necessities like food and school fees.
 
The survey was conducted in temporary camps for those displaced by war and amongst those recently repatriated to their towns and villages of origin after the end of the war.
 
Save the Children UK, calls on the Liberian government to intervene and punish the sexual offenders.
For more information, contact
Email: supporter.care@savethechildren.org.uk
(Source: CRINMAIL 778)
 
Call for Nominations for Human Settlements Award
 

The 2006 World Habitat Day will be held on 2nd October 2006 in the city of Naples, Italy.  The theme of the occasion this year will be Cities, Magnets of Hope and will highlight the fact that the world is witnessing the greatest migration in its history of people into towns and cities.  In 1950, one-third of the world's people lived in cities.  Just 50 years later, this number rose to one and half and will continue to grow to two-thirds, or 6 billion people by 2050.
 
As the world becomes increasingly urban, it is crucial that policymakers understand the power of the city as a catalyst for national development.  Cities have to be able to provide inclusive living conditions for all their residents.  
 
The global observance of the World Habitat Day always includes the presentation of the Scroll of Honour awards, the most prestigious human settlements award in the world. Its aim is to acknowledge outstanding contributions towards improving human settlements. UN-HABITAT invites nominations for this year's Scroll of Honour.  More than 95 recipients have been honoured since the award was first launched in 1989.
 
For more information, visit www.unhabitat.org/whd/2006 
(Source: UN-HABITAT)
 
 Global Child Labour Declines -ILO

 
Child Labour has declined globally, a new report entitled The End of Child Labour: within reach by the International Labour Organization indicates. The report forecasts total elimination of child labour in its worst forms in the next 10 years, if the decline is maintained and the global momentum to stop child labour continues.
 
The number of child labourers worldwide fell by 11 per cent between 2000 and 2004, from 246 million to 218 million. The most significant drop, the report says was for child labourers aged 5-14, with a drop of 33 per cent.
 
Challenges highlighted however, remain the agricultural sector where seven out of ten child labourers work. Other challenges include addressing the impact of HIV/AIDS on child labour, and building stronger links between child labour and youth employment concerns.
 
Greater national efforts are encouraged like strengthening of the worldwide movement to make child labour history and meeting UN Millennium Development Goals by 2015.
 
Meanwhile, World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) welcomes the encouraging global decrease in the worst forms of child labour. However, OMCT says its still concerned about the significant number of children still working in hazardous  conditions.
 
Separately, Anti-slavery International has published a practical guide to assist in establishing what action should be taken on behalf of child domestic workers. The handbook embodies the experience of numerous child domestic workers and local practitioners from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
 
The handbook is meant to assist small and medium sized NGOs seeking ways to improve or develop programmes of assistance to child domestic workers.
 
 
For more information, contact Email: ilo@iloktm.org.np,
antislavery@antislavery.org
(Source: CRINMAIL 780 & 778)
 
 Human Rights Body Changes Name
 
The Commission on Human Rights will from 16 June 2006 be officially known as Human Rights Council. The change of name follows the adoption of a historic General Assembly resolution passed in March 2006. The Council will be convening in Geneva three times in a year, in contrast with the annual session of the Commission.
 
It is hoped that, the new universal review mechanism would retain the system of independent special procedures and establish a new system of universal rights for member states.
 
(Source: CRINMAIL 785)
 
Minors Detained at Guatanamo Bay
 
Fresh allegations of human rights abuse, indicate that the notorious US detention camp in Guatanamo Bay detained children as young as 14 years. The allegations from London based lawyers estimate that more than 60 detainees held at the terrorist prison camp were boys under 18 when they were captured.
 
The US has denied the claims, insisting that no juvenile was currently being held at Guatanamo bay. However, the US admits there were only 3 inmates from Afghanistan who ere treated as children, one aged 13, but were released in 2004 after a public outcry.
(Source: Modern Muslims Infor)
 

Upcoming Events in Brief
 

National News
 

 14 - 16 June

2nd National Conference on Peer Education, HIV and AIDS 

Venue: KICC

Organizer: National Organization of Peer Educators (NOPE)

Contact: conference2006@nope.or.ke
 

15-16 June

1st Annual African HIV/AIDS clinical Update and leadership Development Conference

Venue: Panafric Hotel, Nairobi

Organizer: Pinnacle Relief Centre

Contact: info@pinnaclereliefcentre.org
 

June 16

Day of the African Child

 

20 June

National NGO CRC Committee

Venue: KAACR Boardroom 

Organizer: KAACR 

 

20 - 22 June
National OVC Conference 
Venue: Ukweli Pastoral Centre, Kisumu
Organizer: Christian Children's Fund 
Contact: ovcsecretariat@ccfkenya.org 
 
22 June- I July
Day of the African Child Celebrations
Venue: Western and Nyanza Provinces
Organizer: KAACR

Contact: kaarc@kaarc.com
 
26 June

International Day Against Drug Abuse& Illicit Trafficking
 
27-30 June
Workshop on Children's Act
Venue: Lake Naivasha Simba Lodge
Organizer: Kenya Law Reform Commission
 
25 June - 1 July

Children's Exhibition 'Other side of the Street' (OSOTS)
Venue: Sarit Centre Expo
Organizer: Childlife Trust
Contact: childlife@kensta.com
 
4 July

Juvenile Justice Network Meeting
Venue: The cradle
Contact: info@thecradle.or.ke
 
6-7 July
National Seminar on Intellectual Disabilities 
Venue: Lenana Conference Centre
Organizer: Kenya Association for the Intellectually Handicapped
Contact: kaihidi2004@yahoo.com
 
24th-28th July
Regional workshop on Resource Mobilization and Proposal Writing
Venue: Rosa Mystica Retreat and Training Centre, Riara Road,Off Ngong Road 
            Nairobi
Organizer: Regional Partnership for Resource Development
Contact: ifdm@wananchi.com
 
13-16 September
3rd Global Youth Employment Summit( YES Kenya 2006)
Venue: Nairobi
Organizer: Kenya Government
Contact: pk@yesweb.org
 
 
Regional and International 

 
19 - 23 June
3rd Session of the World Urban Forum
Location: Vancouver, Canada
Organizer: UN-HABITAT
Contact: anantha.krishnan@unhabitat.org  
 
 
 
2 - 5 July 
International Conference on Rethinking Educational Change
Location: Al Akhawayn University Ifrane, Morocco
Contact: info@transformedu.org 
 
3-7 July
1st International Youth Conference on National Democracies
Location: Yerevan, Armenia
Contact: nune-aiesec-armenia@yahoo.com
 
17-20 July
Asia Pacific Childhoods Conference
Location: Singapore
Contact: childhoods@nus.edu.sg
 
13 - 18 August 
AIDS 2006 - XVI International AIDS Conference 
Location: Toronto, Canada
 
15 September
Committee on the Rights of the Child- 43rd Session
Location: Palais Wilson, Geneva
 
15 - 17 November
International Conference on Child Labour's Global Past (1500-2000)
Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Organizer: Amsterdam Foundation for International Research on Working Children (IREWOC)
Contact: aja@iisg.nl
 
19 November 
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse 
 
19 - 22 November
World Forum on "Future Directions in Child Welfare"
Location: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Organizer: British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development and others
Contact: WorldForum2006@gov.bc.ca 
 
 

The Child Rights Weekly Update (CRWU) is a medium of sharing information on events happening among children's agencies nationally and internationally.  For those interested in participating in specific events, we urge you to contact the hosting organization.  The Child Rights Weekly Update is compiled by Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children (KAACR), which is a national umbrella NGO for cooperation and information exchange on children's rights in Kenya.
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We apologize for being out of circulation for three weeks.  This was due to unavoidable circumstances. 

We welcome your contributions to the Newsupdate through the following contacts:

 

Head Office

P.O. Box 73637,00200,





Nairobi


Email: kaacr@kaacr.com or infor@kaacr.com  


Tel: 4450256/7, 0722-780224, 0733-287964


Fax: 4450092





 

 

Coast Region

P.O. Box 2820,

Mombasa. Tel: 041-221395
 

Western Region Office

P O Box 6853

Kondele, Kisumu
 
Websites on Children Issues

 

www.kaacr.com


-
KAACR Website

 

www.unicef.org


-
UNICEF

 

www.anppcankenya.co.ke
-
ANPPCAN Child Abuse reporting 

 

www.gmfc.org.hivaids

-      
Global Movement for Children - Lesson for 



Life Campaign 

www.plan-international.org 
-
Plan International 

 

www.childtrafficking.com 
-
Terre des homes, Nepal

 

www.crin.org 


-
CRIN Website

 

www.childrenandviolence.org 
-
NGOs and the UN Study on 

Violence against Children

 

www.therightsapproach.org    -
        Resources on Rights Based Approaches  

 

www.child-to-child                  -      
Child - to - child Trust UK
 

www.nyumbani.org 

-
Nyumbani Children's Home
 

Dear Reader, please share with us other sites on children issues!
 
 

 
 
 
