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Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 226 of the Penal Code prohibits cruelty to children but also states: “Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting the right of any parent, teacher, or other person, having the lawful control of a child or young person to administer reasonable punishment to him.” Children are protected from excessive force under article 228.

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is unlawful in schools. 

In the penal system, corporal punishment is not available as a sentence for crime under the Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure Code. However, traditional practice permits the sentence of corporal punishment, and on some outer islands the island councils order strokes with palm fronds for public drunkenness and other minor offences such as petty theft. There is no prohibition of corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, where the provisions for “reasonable punishment” in the Penal Code (see above) are applicable.

There is no prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings and article 226 of the Penal Code (see above) applies. There are no foster homes or day care centres.

We hope the Committee will recommend the explicit prohibition in legislation of corporal punishment within the home and in all alternative care settings, including the repeal of that part of Article 226 of the Penal Code which recognises the right to administer “reasonable punishment”, together with public and professional awareness raising and the promotion of non-violent, positive, participatory methods of childrearing and education and of knowledge among children of their right to protection from all forms of corporal punishment.
