NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child


State Party Examination of Kyrgyzstan’s Initial Report on the Optional Protocol on Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC)

44th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child

Kyrgyzstan ratified the OPAC in 2003. On 29 January 2007, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) examined Kyrgyzstan’s Initial Report on the OPAC.

Opening Comments

Ms. Borombaeva, the Executive Secretary of the National Council on Issues of Woman, Family and Gender Development headed the delegation. She stressed that Kyrgyzstan was a young country, as 38% of the population were children. She added that the ratification of the CRC demonstrated a major step forward to protect the rights of the child. She explained that the New Generation legislation, which was extended until 2010, will take measures to protect children. Kyrgyzstan, with the help of international bodies such as UNICEF and the ILO, has developed the Code of the Kyrgyz Republic on Children (Children’s Code). The Children’s Code was a protective draft law that was adopted in June 2006. This Children’s Code complied with all the principles of the CRC. A primary goal of the government was to implement the CRC. The President announced that the Children’s Code and the CRC were top priorities, which were important for the development of the country. She noted that men and women could join the military at 18 and 19 respectively, but there were no armed groups that children could join. The children who had formally been involved in military combat (over 2000 children) received aid for school. Mme Borombaeva stated that a conference would be held to improve legislation regarding the implementation of the CRC and the OPAC/OPSC. 

Legislation

The Committee asked if there were any provisions determining extraterritorial jurisdiction in cases of the recruitment of children of Kyrgyz nationality outside the country, or the recruitment of children by a Kyrgyz citizen outside the country. The delegation explained that there were three laws to help combat this, but did not specify them. The delegation asked the Committee to provide a proposal to get neighbouring countries involved in addressing this issue.

The Committee was concerned with the number of small arms in common wealth states like Kyrgyzstan. It wanted to know about the measures taken to ensure that children did not access these weapons. It also asked if the government exported weapons to areas where children could be involved in armed conflict. The delegation explained that the government regulates all kinds of weapons and that children were not allowed to possess a weapon until the age of 18. Furthermore, the sale and export of weapons to governments that use children in the military was strictly prohibited. 

Military Schools

The Committee asked about the policy regarding the conscription of children. The delegation explained that mandatory military service lasted one year and depended on an individual’s health. The Committee asked if all the students enrolled in military schools became officers, apart from those who left for health reasons. The delegation explained that they had the choice to become officers in the military. Individuals unable to serve in the military for health or family reasons, but who wanted to, worked at military hospitals. The Committee asked if a child could ask for a transfer once he or she was in a military school. The delegation answered that children could change at anytime. The Committee expressed interest in the way children chose military school instead of getting a general education. The delegation stated that each child had the choice between both education systems. During the selection for military school, children were tested on certain skills and only admitted if they fulfilled certain requirements. The Committee wanted to know about the state’s plan to combat bullying amongst students in military schools and if there was a complaints mechanism for children. The delegation explained that military schools were reorganised so that different age groups studied in different buildings. Furthermore, the NGO community, an Ombudsman, and a civil society group called Children’s Mothers monitored bullying in military schools. The Committee asked whether it was possible for a student at a military school to serve in the military, in the case of conflict. The delegation said that when a student reached the age of 18 years, he was no longer a minor and could be conscripted. However, military schools were purely for secondary education. Any child under 18 could not join the military and would not be utilised as military personnel. 

The Committee wanted to know the age requirement to use a weapon and whether children were aware of the CRC and OPAC. The delegation explained that children could not, by law, obtain a weapon unless they were 18 and passed the necessary examinations. Furthermore, the use of a weapon was restricted to hunting. The delegation said that during the 9th-11th year students took a course called Man in Society. This course taught students about the CRC and OPAC. All other students had a course on legal issues for an hour a week. 

Refugee Children and Victims of Armed Conflict 

The Committee asked if psychological treatment was available for children who had fled armed conflicts. The delegation said that the state had good regulations on refugee protection including those traumatised by armed conflict. Refugees could attend school and the World Health Organization had agreed to provide free healthcare. 
Closing Comments

Mme Borombaeva thanked the Committee for such a constructive meeting and for all its efforts to improve the lives of children throughout the world. She said that the government would do its part to ensure that everyone studies the Committees recommendations. She added Kyrgyzstan had a great responsibility to adopt and implement the necessary international measures.
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